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To Lord BolIxGBRO ER. 


| | June 25, 1738. 
My Loxp, 7 : & 

— OW and then, at the diſ- 
tance, perhaps, of an age 
or two, there appear men, 
for the honour of their 
country, whoſe claims are 
ſo ſtrong, to the admira- 
tion of poſterity, that no writer, known to 
have been born their cotemporary, can eſcape 
ſome diſtruſt of his uwn taſte or ſpirit, if he 
has not applauded theirs publickly. 


ExceyeT under impreſſions, like that 
what have Poets to do with the powerful ? 
Whatever zeal I may have for their wor- 

Vol. II. N ſhip, 
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ſhip, it is what very few great men have 
found troubleſome ; and it affords peace to 
my conſcience, that I ſhall ſo ſeldom, among 
the catalogue of my ſins, be found charge- 
able with that of modern dedication. What 
a ſhameful idolatry is that, which hath be- 
pagan'd the apoſtate ſons of the Muſes ! 
degenerate worthippers, not in the groves, I 
confeſs, but, in far leſs inviting Hi PLA- 
ces! Bowers of the knee before BAALs, of 
the ſame lumpiſh quality with the Ca/f, in 
the wilderneſs, and compoſed of the ſame 
damning metal ! 


Ver, how juſtly foever I have been 
ſcandalized at theſe abominations of us peo- 
tical heathens, | have felt a check in my 
fpirit, for neglecting the primitive worſhip, — 
While we deteſt ſaperſlition, we ſhould avoid 
zrrelig:i6n, nor fall off from the Gop, who 
condeſcedded to appear to our Fort-FA- 
THERS. Wherever real greatneſs ſhines 
out with moſt force, it ſhould attract with 
moſt manifef influence: and ſo, indeed, 
thank Heaven ! it will: For if, now and 
then, it ſeems otherwiſe, for a ſeaſon, it is 
the effect of a temporary ſcreen; an un- 
wholſome intervention of fog, which ſteams, 
corhans, from ſome ſen of Corruption, — It 
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may endanger the p/ague, it is true, while 
it obſtructs, ſtinks and putrifies : But, diſ- 
perſing, at laſt, it brings benefit, quicken- 
ing our reliſh for returns of loſt ſun-ſhine, 
and giving back -our health, with fine 
weather. 


Bur, when I would convey to another age 
my ſentiments on the charaGier, I find moſt 
amiable in hs, to what a fame am I adding 
a ſparkle | The ſpirit of a Bolrngbroke muſt 
aſſert its cn luſtre ; it diſdains, or diſgraces, 
an auxiliary; a poor dull gloworm make- 
wwe:ght may be willing enough to burn out 
in its ſervice, but it can have no chance of 
becoming diſcernable ! 


Nog was it eaſy, under influence of a taſte 
like the preſent, for a dedicator, whoſe weight 
is not found in his name, to ſelect any ſubject, 
capable of elevation, to merit your patro- 
nage, and the ear of poſterity, that could be 
intitled to probability of becoming current 
enough, not to defame your acceptance. 


Yer, there occured one, at laſt, that, 
without wanting dignity to attract your re- 
gard, carried proſpect, at the fame time, of 
A * fucceſs, from the claim it lays to 

B 2 poli- 
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political miſchiefs. With reſpect, indeed, 


to the vindication, it profeſſes, of Czar, it is 
ſurprizing, there could be a people upon 
earth, among whom it became neceſſary to 
defend ſuch a character. I have only this 
reflection, by way of attonement, that, were 
we to ſuppoſe ſuch a ſpirit, as Cæſar's, ever 
at all looking down upon a people, ſo blind, 
or ſo partial, it muſt be with an eye of Jor- 
giveneſ and reverence ; if, for no other re- 
collection, in their favour, yet, as they have, 
now and then, had their ST Jouns among 
them. 


Bur, I am afraid, my Lord, you have 
other pretenſions, beſides your ſupremacy of 
genius, to the right of protecting a Cæſar. 
The world will conſider it as an obligation, 
no leſs due from your jv/{:ce, than adapted to 
your /k:1/ and authority, They remember 
you lending the antagoni/t of Cæſar an aſſiſ- 
tance, that calls aloud for reparation. And, 
if the CaTo of our climate deſerved and 
grew great, by your ſupport, from but an 
equal attachment to liberty — fairer mfich 
ſtands the claim of his conqueror, in whom 
the ſame root of virtue threw out branches, 


of ſuch accompliſhed urbanity. +: 
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Trovcn I know, that, next to the dull, 
the digreſſive are your Lordſhip's averſion; 


yet, ſo powerful are our natural propenſities, 


to be dwelling upon objects, which phaſe us, 
that I find it a difficulty to draw off my eye 


from a ſtrongly delicate little incident, in the 


ſteerage of turbulent purpoſe. What I con- 
ſider in it, with moſt pleaſure and wonder, 
is, the impulſe men are propelled with, by 
nature, to demonſtrate their diſtinctions of 

genius! no occaſion ſo great, or ſo public, 
into which a nibbling ſtate reptile will not 
creep, to contract its dimenſions. None ſo 
trivial, minute, and particular, but can be 
extended, by the guardians of government, 
till they become wide enough to take in 


great I iſes. 


Fo it was not only a feafonable, it was 
an important vivacity of fore-caſt, whereby 
that theatrical plot of a party was ſo gayly, 
and fo ſoon diſappointed ! and their poetical 


patriot preſſed into the ſervice of an adminiſ- 


tration, againſt whoſe views, and whoſe inte- 
reſt, all the ſpleen of malevolent wit had 


been ſharpening the edge of his ſatire. 


SUCH 1s the difference, between ſtateſman 
and ſtateſman ! one is involved by events, 
B 3 and 
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and ſubſiſts by expedrents; the other makes, 
or adapts his occaſions, and foreſees and 
conſtrains their ſucceſſes. — There are, who 
can apprehend no importance at all, in the 
political uſe of a Theatre. There have been, 
who could attract its felt force to their ends, 
and divert all its gall on their enemies. 
Every porter in politics, can padlock the 
door againſt ſatire, and teach power to keep 
all wit at a diſtance. How much rarer is 
that manly adroitneſs, which can diſcern, in- 


tercept, and convert it, by a direction, the 
reverſe of its tendency | 


Bor, returning froma temptation, where- 
by, even the loweſt of your Lordſhip's great 
qualities have a power to draw men aſide in- 
to undeſigned and unſeaſonable rapture, 1 
proceed to a ſecond reflection, that limited 
me, in the choice of a patron, with reſpect 
to this particular Tragedy. 


I doubt, whether a regard to the truth of 
its moral, could ſtrike any other great orna- 
ment of the preſent age, to ſuch advantage 
of the future, as you, my Lord, can beſtow 
on poſterity. For, to what infinite. lengths 


of advancement might not the intereſts of 


kearning and genius be extended, by a ſpirit, 
| which, 


7 
(FE 
N. 
* 
Li 
224 
* 4 
py 
1$-4 
8 
*. 
9 
1 
ET 
* 7 
5 


ORIGINAL LETTERS 7 


which, among the obliquities and confine- 
ments of politics, could, and did, at the ſame 
time, out-ſhine all mankind, in humanity, 
wit, taſie, and politeneſs ! had it only pleaſed 
heaven, for the general delight of our ſpe- 
cies, to diſengage ſuch a ſpirit into latitude, 
by ſurrounding it with /c:/ure from greatneſs. 


AND, yet, that the moſt dazzling and 
ſucceſsful purſuits of ambition never ſerved 
to any happier end, than to lay waſte, and 
make wretched all the wit, and the learning, 
and wiſdom--all the courage, and patience, 
and honeſty- all the grandeur, and god- 
like benevolence of the nobleſt maſter-ſpi- 
rits of the world--is a reflection, no example 
below Czſar's, could have a right to impreſs 
on a Bolingbroke ; becauſe, if in the object 
propoſed as a proof, there had appeared 2 too 


_ viſible 7nferzority, the difappointment would 


have ſeemed to ariſe, not ſo much from in- 
herent deception, the reſult of the paſſion 
itſelf, as from that perſonal inequality to the 
purſuit, which might then have been charg- 
ed on the purſuer. 


Loxng—very long - and unenvied may 
the titular /umber of greatneſs, common people 
of ill- named d%%inction, crowd the ſhining 
B4 approaches 


8 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


approaches to miſery ! — Let the naturally 
noble and ſplendid, lend their light, and 
their warmth to the publick. 


I can think of no accident in govern- 
ment, whence more benefit is derived on 
mankind, than from the diſguſts or reſent- 
ed ingratitude, which ſet free ſuch fine 
minds, as your Lordſhip's, from the embar- 
raſſment of court-mazes and politics. So 
fall back, from a heat too remiſs to detain 
weighty fluids, thoſe ſalubrious and cheriſh- 
ing rains, to which earth owes her health, 
and fertility ! 


WovuLD: to God, all the qualities of a 
great and celebrated Roman, who, in this 
place, riſes into my memory, were as equal 
to the compariſen, I would honour his name 
by, as were his eloquence, love of learning, 
and delight in the good of his country !—I 
could then have remarked, without pain, 
under ſenſe of the wrong, I am doing an 
Engliſhman, that, had not Cicero been ma- 
lignantly dreaded at Rome, he had never 
ſpread himſelf abroad upon the univerſe, in- 

to thoſe beſt lights of himſelf, that illuſtrate 
the fame of his character, —And, if I were 
not now ſpeaking to the only good man in 


the 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 9 
the world, who could poſſibly be diſpleaſed 


with the compliment, I would name a f- 


perior to irreſolute Cicero — ſelf-exiled to 


the reproach of his country! who will 
teach better times than he lives in, by the 
force of a pen never equall'd, truths, which 


his tongue (all reſiſtleſs, and lov'd, as it is) 
could neither have propagated, with ſuch 
laſting effe&, nor promulged to ſuch bound- 
leſs extenſion. 


As for my own ſenſe of things, who de- 
light to turn ſoon from the melancholy fide 
of a proſpect, I conſider the abſence of ſuch 
ill-underſtood great patriots, rather as a 
glory, than a diſgrace to their country. For, 


having long ſeen too plainly, that we are 


permitted to make no more than a ze/? of old 
martial pretenſions to congueſt, in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, I am, therefore, ſtruck 
with a ſecret delight, while ſuch a ſovereign 
Engliſh ſpirit, as your Lordſhip's, reſiding in 
the midſt of that powerful people, keeps up 
one claim, at leaſt, to ſuperiority, which they 
cannot fail, in your right, to acknowledge, 
though they would laugh, with more reaſon 
than we do, at ſuch a claim from our own 


fide of the water, 


IT 
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Tr is fo natural a tranſition, from the 
country, that is honoured with your reſi- 
dence, to its men of genius, who have been 
proud of your notice, that I take this to be 
the propereſt place, wherein to acknow- 
ledge my motives for diſapproving the Cæ- 
SAR of M. de Voltaire, notwithſtanding the 


reluctance of a well-known partiality, for 


his writings. Yet, I diſapprove with that 
doubt, which is due from one writer, who 
judges another, till your Lordſhip, (I 


dare ſay, on both ſides, the moſt unexcep- 


tionable med:ator in Europe) ſhall have been 
ſo good to decide it concluſively. 


Ir, after allowing all the force, and the 
ſpirit of this celebrated French genius, I, ne- 
vertheleſs, lay claim to the liberty of reaſon, 
and diſlike, and diſpute, without licence, tis 
becauſe no apology, methinks, ſhould be 
neceſſary for freedoms, which have truth 
for their motive; nor can diſtaſte, and much 
lefs animoſity, be derived without narrow- 
neſs, from any difference in opinion or 
judgment. The relation between men (as 
mere men) ſeems a nobler inducement to 
aſſociate their regards and affections, than 
the accidents of cuſtom and country. But 

| larger 
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larger ſtill, and more general by far, are the 
tyes, that bind writer to writer. The com- 
monwealth of letters expands its naturali- 
zation by no narrower a bound than the 
world; and whoever is born but to think, is 
a citizen of that ſpreading republic. 


YET, when the honour of families is at 
ſtake, it becomes the duty of brothers to 
ſupport againſt brothers, the common cauſe 
of paternal attachment. — The writer, then, 
in diſpute, will be too juſt to conceive him- 
ſelf injured, if I deſert him, in behalf of my 
country. Indeed, I cannot, ſo much as by 
filence, admit the bad reaſon, which, in his 
preface to The Death of Czar, be has given 
his own countrymen, for writing that piece, 
which was (he ſays) that they might have 
a perfect idea of the 7afte of the Engliſh in 
Tragedy. 


Nor to proteſt in repulſe of this charge, 
would be, to acquieſce under Imputations of 
brutality. For, what leſs ſhare of inſenſibi- 
lity to all that is manly, or tender, can con- 
ſent to miſtake, as an example of national 
virtue, an inhuman, and bloody Enthu/a/t ; 
who, having plotted to aſſaſſinate his bene- 
factor, under ſuſpicion or appearance of ty- 


ranny, 
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ranny, perſiſts in, and executes the murder, 
even after diſcovering, that it is upon the 
perſon of his father / 


IAppREATL, out of England, to the beſt 
judge of England, whether this would be 
fuffer'd on our ſtage? whether a nation, 
ſo vain of its claims to humanity, as not 


to have laugh'd at ſome writers of its own, 
when they aſſerted, with a ſerious face, that 


good nature was ſo entirely an Engliſh pecu- 
liarity, that there wanted even a name for 


the virtue, in every language of Europe 


but ours! whether, my Lord, a people, ſo 
rapaciouſly fond of a quality, that but en- 
dears and embelliſhes duty, could ſupport 
without horror and hatred a ſcene, that 
makes war upon nature! violating the 
groundwork, the fundamental obligation of 
being, in behalf of a collateral virtue 


PRESUMING, on the right of an Engliſb- 
man, that our judge has declar'd in our fa» 
vour, I go on, to except againſt another 
too haſty concluſion, that ſeems to have 


miſled M. de Voltaire, to reject women cha- 


rafters in his Tragedy — I don't know, 
how he came off, from this charge, among 
thoſe, who had moſt cauſe to be angry ; 


But, 
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But, if I am not miſtaken in the ſpirit 
and fire he was born among, the ladies 
of France found it hard, to forgive his un- 
mindfulneſs, how often their ſex had been 
foremoſt, in both the glory, and diſgrace 
of his country. 


I AM afraid, indeed, it will be urg'd, in 
his favour, that he had none of his country- 
women, in view ; for, methinks, the motive 
to this adventurous, and more than ſalic ex- 
cluſion, ſquints a little toward England, in 
the critical condemnation, he has beſtow'd 
upon the Martias, and Lucias, in our Tra- 
gedies : I remember, where he has told 
all the world, that he hates ſuch fbi 
danglers in paſſion : And many Engliſhmen, 
perhaps, would ſubſcribe to his opinion, 
if it were to be, underſtood but with this 
neceſſary reſtriction, that the levity of an 
amorous gallantry is inconſiſtently mixt 
with d:/trefſes, like the death of a Cato or 
Cz/ar; but Rome could, ſurely ! have fur- 
niſh'd him with ſpirits, of a ſeverer, and 
more aweful impreſſion : She had her 
Cornelias and Portias at his ſervice : Souls ! 
of a compaſs, and turn, that can juſtify 
the pretenſion of ladies, to far other ſhares, 


than are commonly allotted them, in the 
conduct 
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conduct of Tragedy: To parts more pro- 
5 to their worth, than their wweak- 
neſs ! parts which, taking ſtrength into 
tenderneſs, from the' ſex's capacity, not of 
pleaſing alone—but correcting, impelling, re- 
ſtraining, confounding, endangering, might 
produce, guide, and animate the moſt paſ- 
ſionate dramatic perplexities, from a claſh+ 
ing diſplay, not of feminine follies, but vir- 
tues, applied to their oppoſite intereſts. I 
am ſo fully perſuaded of the eaſe, with which 


this might be done, that I don't know whe- 
ther your Lordſhip will not find the two 


characters, moſt immediately neceſſary to the 
cataſtrophe of the model before you, in the 
wives of the two principal perſons, 


How EER, provok'd into this unwilling 
neceſſity, of aſſerting an Engh/ſhman's reliſh 
in Tragedy, upon a plan, the reverſe of 
what France has been taught to conceive it, 
I have retain'd that fine incident of the 
amour between Cæſar and Servilia: fond 
indeed of every thing, which I could de- 
rive from M. de Voltaire, with equal room 
to preſerve, and be pleas d with: But, I 
am ſorry I found it impoſſible, to pity ei- 
ther his Brutus, or his Cæſar. The one 

1 | upon 
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upon every new reading, always ſhocking 
me, ftill more than before, with a deteſta- 
tion of his inbuman feroſity: and the other 
in purſuit of an imperious, and arrogant 
ſuperiority, ſeeming to forget his own true 
motives, and character, ſo far, as to give 
up the ſenſe, and foundation of a conduct 
(the boaſt of antiquity ! and brighteſt ex- 
ample of nature!) to the miſtakes of his 
modern accuſers ; men of inflexible, unar- 
guing prejudice : who, having accuſtom'd 
themſelves to think Cæſar a tyrant, ſacri- 
fice reaſon and facts, to opinion; and con- 
demn the great martyr of popular liberty, 
as one, who was for trampling on the rights 
of his country. The injuſtice of this lazy 
conceſſion in writers, and the original 
cauſe, the miſtake appears owing to (from 
influence of the Senate's uſurpation at 
Rome) ſhewn in as obvious a light as, at 
this diſtance of time, I was able to throw 
on the ſubject — I wiſh may have had 
ſtrength enough to travel ſo far, as to the 
honour of your Lordſhip's notice, in a late 
enquiry into the merit of ASSASSINATION, 
with a view to the character of CSaR, and 
bis defi Tus on the Roman * FA 
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Tuus, my Lord, like a penitent ſinner, 
unwilling to depart with a load on his con- 
ſcience, I, who, in one ſenſe, am bidding 
farewel to the world, having taken my leave 
of its hopes and its flatteries, now, diſbur- 
then my heart of a duty, which has long 
lain upon it with preſſure. After that, I 
make haſte to my exit ; for if I were ſtill 
to write on, till I had confeſs'd all the plea- 
fures, I feel, when I think of your Lord- 
ſhip, patience ought, in your defence, to 
change place with henevolence, and become 
the moſt active of your virtues. 


Bur, it is ſo vain to talk much on trite 
ſubjects, that, inſtead of enumerating your 
ſo hardly to be counted great qualities, all 
the eaſter ambition I now have in view, is 

- but to avoid the imputation, hereafter, of 
one, who lived at the ſame time, znknowing 
them. So that (Iam afraid it is too much 
for my own fake) I declare to poſterity, that 
there was no man, with more reſpect and de- 
votion, attached to Lord Bohzngbroke, than his 


Meft humble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


4 


A. HILL. 
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A Letter from Lord Bo LI NGBROKE 0 
A. HILL, £/j; 


Twickenham, July 21, 1738; 
SIR, 

I Have read, fince I came hither, with 

Mr. Pope, The Enguiry into the merit of 
Aſſaſſination, The Tragedy of Cz8AR, and 
the Dedication, by which you intend much 
honour to my name: if the treatiſe has not 
entirely convinc'd me, that Cæ SAR was a 
Patriot, it has convinc'd me, at leaſt, in ſpite 
of all ancient, and modern prejudices, that 
he was ſo, as much as Pour]; and that li- 
berty would have been as ſafe in his hands, 
as in the other's. 


Tur Tragedy is finely wrote; the Cha- 
racters are admirably well drawn; the Sen- 
timents are noble, beyond the power of 
words, and the Expreſſion, dignified as it is, 
can add nothing to their ſublime. We have 
doubted, Mr. PoE and I, whether, in ſome 
few inſtances, the utmoſt effort of language 
has not obſcur'd the Beauty and Force of 
Thought, — If it became me to ſay any 
thing more of the Dedication than this, that 

Vor. II. 6 by 
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Tnus, my Lord, like a penitent ſinner, 
unwilling to depart with a load on his con- 
ſcience, I, who, in one ſenſe, am bidding 
farewel to the world, having taken my leave 
of its hopes and its flatteries, now, diſbur- 
then my heart of a duty, which has long 
lain upon it with preſſure. After that, I 
make haſte to my exit; for if I were ſtill 
to write on, till I had confeſs'd all the plea- 
ſures, I feel, when I think of your Lord- 
ſhip, patience ought, in your defence, to 
change place with benevolence, and become 
the moſt active of your virtues. 


Bur, it is ſo vain to talk much on trite 
ſubjects, that, inſtead of enumerating your 
ſo hardly to be counted great qualities, all 
the eaſter ambition I now have in view, is 
but to avoid the imputation, hereafter, of 
one, who lived at the ſame time, zn&now!ng 
them. So that (Iam afraid it is too much 
for my own ſake) I declare to poſterity, that 
there was no man, with more reſpect and de- 
votion, attached to Lord Bolingbroſꝶe, than his 


Maſt humble, 
Ad moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt. 
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A Letter from Lord BOL IN GBROKE 7 


Twickenham, July 21, 1738. 

SIR, | 

Have read, fince I came hither, with 
Mr. Pope, The Enguiry into the merit of 
Aſſaſſination, The Tragedy of CæsAR, and 
the Dedication, by which you intend much 
honour to my name: if the treatiſe has not 
entirely convinc'd me, that Cæ SAR was a 
Patriot, it has convinc'd me, at leaſt, in ſpite 
of all ancient, and modern prejudices, that 
he was ſo, as much as Pour H; and that li- 
berty would have been as ſafe in his hands, 
as in the other's. 


Tux Tragedy is finely wrote; the Cha- 
racters are admirably well drawn; the Sen- 
timents are noble, beyond the power of 
words, and the Expreſſion, dignified as it is, 
can add nothing to their ſublime. We have 
doubted, Mr. Fort and J, whether, in ſome 
few inſtances, the utmoſt effort of language 
has not obſcur'd the Beauty and Force of 
Thought, — If it became me to ſay any 
thing more of the Dedication than this, that 

Vor. II. C MM 
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by inſcribing to me one of the nobleſt Dra- 
ma's, that our language, or any age can 
boaſt, you tranſmit my character to poſte- 
rity, with greater advantage, than any I 
could have given it; I would ſay, that I feel 
a laudable vanity to be thought the Friend, 
as well as Admirer of ſo great a Writer, and 
ſhould therefore be ſtill better pleaſed, if 
you treated me in a ſtile, leſs elevated, and 
leſs diſtant from that familiarity, which I 
ſhall always be extremely glad to hold with 


you. I am, Sir, moſt ſincerely, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and nioft humble Servant, 


H. S. L. BoLIiNBROKE. 


To 


3 
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To Lord BOLINBROKE. 


July 31, 1738. 
My Los, 5 

F, to be pleaſed, where we did not ex- 
1 pect it, is to be glad, in a double degree, 
what right have I now to rejoice, in behalf 
of my country! agreeably ſurprized as 1 
am, that ſhe has again her good genius within 
her; at a time when one would have 
thought her abandoned by every kind pow- 
er, both of this world and a better! Nay, 
if preferring the peace of poor England to 
your Lordſhip's, I ſhould even wiſh you re- 


doom'd to her helm, the time preſent ſtands 


in ſuch viſible want of you Zhere, that the 
with would deſerve pardon from ages to 
come. It might deprive them, tis true, of 
the benefit of reading your thoughts; but 
it would tranſmit all their weight, in your 
actions. 


YET, I fay this, but as a Inver of wy 
country: — As a lover of your Lordſhip, I 
ought to wiſh otherwiſe : —Why ſhould 


ſouls, of ſuch internal activity as yours, in bo- 


dies ſo accompliſhed and elegant, fink the 
C 2 pPleaſanter 
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pleaſanter cares, you are able to create for 
yourſelves, in your hopeleſs concern for the 
public; what phy/ician, who preſcribes for 
his fame, will take pains for a hf conſtitu- 


tion, which he knows is too crazy to ſup- 


port its decays yet too /{ubborn, to admit of 
a remedy ? 


Tux very inſinuation, however, of ſuch a 
misfortune befalling your virtues, was the 


ſevereſt repriſal, I could think of, in re- 
venge of my Ceſar; whom, fince you will 


not allow to have been, more than half-way, 
a Patriot, it were an equitable, though a 
terrible recompence, to wiſh you the re- 


pairer of a ſtate, more corrupt and ungrate- 


{ul, than the Roman. 


In the mean time, what acknowledg- 
ments are not due, from the author of the 


Tragedy of this Cz/ar, to a condeſcention, 


that could induce you to confeſs yourſelf 


ſatisfied with his c:naud? of a piece, which 
you make him apprehenfive, he has plann'd 
on a miſtaken foundation! — I aſſure you, 
my Lord, with the fincereſt ſimplicity, that 
he had rather enjoy your regard, as a balance 
fer neglect from the pale than poſſeſs the 
profitable 
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E profitable bad conſequences of - pleaſing, 
= where, to endeavour to pleaſe, is ſo faſhiona- 
1 ble; if he muſt deſerve, at the ſame time, 
= your ſcorn — or, what you would be apter 
I 5 to give him — your pity. 


| SEE, how eaſy it will be, to encourage 
mae into that familiar remiſſneſs of ftyle, 
; which you ſo nobly invite and approve of. 
f It is what all men (not ſpoiled by their po- 
e.try) naturally love, and too readily practiſe. 
Fo Though there are occaſions, when to claim 
ſuch a privilege, would be to forfeit their 
1 right of enjoying it. Vou muſt, for exam- 
1 ple, allow me to conſider it as one thing, to 
3 have the honour of entertaining you alone 
and another —in face of the public. And, 
becauſe I would appeal to unqueſtioned ex- 
perience, for the neceſſity of this natural 
diſtinction; let me venture to imagine, I 
had been preping in upon ſome of the ſofteſt 
of Lord Bol nghroke's moments. I will carry 
the ſuppoſition ſo far, as to his aſſignation 
with ſome poſſeſſor of his heart. In fuch a 
well- improved happy minute, how enga- 
gingly has he ſprung out of reſerve, to be- 
come pleaſingly and irreſiſtibly preſuming. 
But Fancy, (for it delights in his company) 
| C3 has 
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has now found him, again, the next day, 
near the ſame kind indulger of his intimacy, 
gravely ſurrounded by a formal aſſembly. 
Now, how changed, and how guarded, 
his conduct — What a reverence to the cha- 


racer he honours ! — How reſtrained, how 
corrected, his /ooks ! and his addreſs how re- 
ſpectful and diſtant ! | 


I Have drawn a little picture, which you 


will know, and confeſs to be lie: Let it 


give you a writer's good reaſon, why he 
uſes two different ſtyles, when the world is 
to witneſs what he /ays of the character he 
loves; and when only that character is his 


object. Shall I offer your Lordſhip a zrea- 


ty? (we live in ſuch negotiating days, that 
importance need be no part of its motive) 
Let this diviſional contract between us ſup- 
port, and encourage a correſpondence, which 
one of the party, at leaſt, will be ſure to be 
the better for—that, in conſideration of the 


Jamiliar, to be furniſhed on the part of Lord 
B, the reſpedful ſhall be ny con- 


tributed. by his 
Moſt obliged, and 


Obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 
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To M.. Pope. 


8 July 31, 1738. 
© SIR. 18 7 n 
I ? T- was yeſterday, before I had the plex- 
_- ſure of receiving your kind and obliging 
= letter; together with Lord B 8, 
7 (for which I have ſent him my thanks in 
1 ; the incloſed). The coach brought your 
; packet, a week paſt, from London: But I 
had made a little ſtart, from my diſagreeable 
ſituation in the ſkirt of a country town, with 
a view to reſolve on a fitter, where I muſt 
content myſelf, for ſome time, with forty- 
ſeven miles diſtant from Tw:ickenhaim, till, 
like the ſtory they tell of a He not worth 
naming, I have made myſelf /zghter, as a 
means to be ſafer; that is (in plain Engliſh) 
'till I have ſold the beſt part of a too little 
fortune—very fallly fo called, while it could 
not procure eaſe to its owner. As ſoon as 
this hard taſk is over, I ſhall be able, with 
the greateſt delight, to aſſure you, in your 
own beautiful garden, what an impreſſion 
you have made on me, by your goodneſs. 


NEVER was I more pleas'd and ſurpriz'd, 
than at hearing you had Lord B at 
C 4 Twickenham : 


/ 
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Twickenham : I mean, that you had him, 
your gueſt there, in perſon; for I knew his 
zdea dwelt with you. Yet, I fear, he is a 
bleſſing we are to hold, as we do ſummer ;— 
Juſt to feel, and owe fruit to—and loſe him. 
France is glad to draw firength from her 
neighbours; and will take pains to out- 
charm a dull climate, where ſhe would 
leave as little ſp:r77 as poſſible. 


As to the Tragedy, you return me, of 
Cæſar, you will not eaſily imagine, how glad 
I am, you were pleaſed with it ; and how 
much more ſo, that you tell it me, with 
fuch a warmth of good-will and generoſity. 
But I am till further, if poſſible, obliged, 
by your judicious and elegant corref:ons, 
hinted to me in ſuch a number of places. 
Nor have I enough of true prote//ant zeal, to 
loſe any one of your bleſſings, becauſe (like 
a Papiſt as you are) you have given them 
me with the /ign of the Croſs. — No — I re- 
member the effect of that ſign, in the ban- 
ner of Con/iantine, and I reverence it, as a to- 
ken of vifory. As for that low ſcene of 
Plebe ian, in the laſt act, I will ſtrike it 
quite out. Tis the beſt way of mending a 
fault, which was committed without uſe, or 

3 temptation, 
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3 = temptation, What a deal of dumb magic 
# may be lodged in the path of a pencil! 


E Yours, like its fable repreſentative on the 
1 face of a dial, ſays nothing; and yet points 


I = out, and meaſures, and regulates, with the 
C.. utmoſt exatineſs, as it paſſes! ſo ſalutary, 
3 and fo neceſſary is the eye of a friend! How 
many improprieties might your reprehenſion 


have taught me to recti How many 06- 
ſcurities to clear up and enlighten ! And, 
laſtly, how many of the ambitigſa ornamenta 
(a poet's moſt dangerous, becauſe moſt flat- 
tering favourites) might not ſuch wholeſame 
black lines, of our Horace, have given me 
reſolution to cut off, without mercy |! 


AND ſo much for this Tragedy—except 
that, as I deſign it for the fage, this next 
winter, it would be infinitely kind in you 
(while I am a hermit on the back fide of 
Parnaſſus) to ſpeak what you think, where 
it properly offers, for its ſervice, as well be- 
fore the acting ſeaſon, as in it. 


Troven I talk of the back fide of Par- 
naſſus, I ſometimes ſee company here, you 
would hardiy expe&, from the. proſpect; 
for where, but at an old faſhioned country 

| gentleman's, 
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gentleman's, who lives in a hole at the foot 
of a hill, and a wood, like the cave of ſome 
captain of Banditti, ſhould I meet the other 
day, with Part the Second of One thouſand, 
ſeven hundred, thirty eight. 


STOR'D with beauties, as every thing muſt 
be, that you write, for the public, ſhall I 
dare to confeſs, that I did not uſe to conſider 
your works, of this vein, as thoſe, from 
which you were ſureſt of the love and ad- 
miration of poſterity ; but I find, in this, ſa- 
tire, ſomething inexpreſſibly daring and ge- 
nerous. It carries the acrimony of Juvenal, 
with the Horatian air of eaſe and ſerenity. 
It reaches Heights the moſt elevated, without 
ſeeming to deſign any ſoaring. It is raiſed 
and familiar at once. It oppoſes juſt praz/e 
to juſt cenſure, and, thereby, doubles the 
power of either. It places the Poet in a light 
for which nature and reaſon deſigned him; 
and attones all the pitiful /zs of the trade, 
for, to a trade, and a vile one, poetry is irre- 
coverably ſunk, in this kingdom. What a 
pity, that our rottenneſs begins at the core / 
and ĩs a oorruption, not of perſons alone, but 
of things ! One would, elſe, ſtrongly hope, 

from a ridicule ſo ſharp, and ſo morally 
pointed, 
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pointed, that wicked men might be laughed 
into ſomething, like penitence. But, alas! 
they are only bit by Tarantula's, who can be 
cured by the power of muſicł.L Not even the 
harp of Apollo had a charm to expel wipers, 
that have crept into the entraz/s. 


Go on, however, to make war, with a 
courage, that reproaches a nation's ; and live 
(would you could) juſt as long as till the 
virtues, your ſpirit would propagate, be- 
come as general, as the eſteem of your ge- 


nius! —T am, with great obligation and 
truth, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt affeftionate Servant, 


A. HILL. 


T9 
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To My, Pore, 


1 i 8. 
DEAR SIR, „ 
I AM ſenfibly touch'd, by the kindneſs 
of your laſt; and ſorry at my heart, 
that I am unable to bring you my thanks 
for it, to Twickenham. It would have been 
a delight, of the warmeſt, and moſt deſi- 
rable kind, to have ſeen my Lord, there, 
before he left England. But, (accuſtom'd 
to difappointment, and ill fortune) I am 
encumber'd with difficulties, which retard 
all my views; nor dare I determine how 
ſoon I can hope to be eaſier. Since I 


muſt not, therefore, be ſo happy, as your - 


truly great friend has the goodneſs to wiſh 
me, only tell him, in my name, that he 
has a faithful ſervant, unknown, who al- 
ways lov'd him from motives, which he 
deſerves: and deſires to be lov'd, from 
one, who has long weigh'd his ſpirit, and 
reflected on, and meaſur'd his actions. One 
who, leſs for my Lord's ſake, than his 
country's, laments to obſerve it adminiſter'd 
into a neceſſity of fearing his virtues. I 


cannot forbear to add, that I with him great 
length of days; yet, am afraid, I include 


great 


S ra 
1 — . 
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great happineſs in the wiſh ; ſince he will 


never be able to ſee, and hear, without 
miſery, the deſolation of a country, he was 
born for ! 


k 


I ovcuT to be aſham'd, after thinking 
and ſpeaking of Lord Be, to deſcend 
to ſuch a theme, as my Tragedy : But 
you have, both, been its friends, and be- 
nefactors, and it would be doing injuſtice 
to your good nature, if I forbore to inform 
you, that from a wholeſome ſeverity, 
which I was inflam'd into againſt myſelf, 
under influence of your ſaving black 
Croſſes, I have effac'd, chang'd, and heigh- 
ten'd it, (in two hundred places, and 
more) till, if now it fails on acting, to 
meet with a reception, a little extraordi- 
nary, I ſhall be mortify'd into a convic- 
tion, that it is time for me to have done 
writing! 


I was about to have it ſent you, again; 
that you might have ſeen the good effects 
of your cenſure: But, when I remem- 
ber'd you had read it four times, I found 
not enough of the Poet, within me, to pre- 
ſume the unconſcionable b, from an 


attention, 


— — - - — 
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attention, that can be — ſo much 
better. 


Gop knows, when the ſeaſon comes 
on, how far I may be maſter of opportu- 
nity, to attend it in its way to the Theatre, 
(where the managers are for Ferce, and 
not Tragedy.) In the interim, I ſhall ap- 
ply moſt of my leiſure, to the finiſhing, 
and tranſcribing my Eſſay, that it may be 
legible, and come and beg your peruſal : . 
To whom ſending every — wiſh, in my 
ſtead, I remain, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obliged 
And affetionate Servant, 


A. HILL. 
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To Mr. Popxk. 
Sept. 1, 1738. 


SIR, 
Doh have oblig'd me, dear Sir, (in 


a manner that can never be forgot) 
by that fincere, and kind ſenſe, you expreſs, 
of the difficulties, which encumber my af- 
fairs. But, I aſſure you, were they greater, 
and more than they are, I ſhould rather 
enjoy, than lament em, while they pro- 
cur'd me the diſtinction of a generous wiſh, 
from ſuch minds as your own and Lord 


B —8, 


ANoTHER way, too, you are both of 
you, infinitely good: For you encourage 
me to the repetition of a trouble, I ſhould 
never have had confidence, to think par- 
donable. After ſo many times reading 
the Tragedy, to be deſirous of going over 
it again, is an honour, which, if it is found 
to deſerve, it muſt be by improvements, 
deriv'd from your pencils. I am really 
at a loſs, how to thank you enough, for 
thoſe marks, both of your judgment. and 
kindneſs, and you will ſee, how ſincere I 

_ hare 
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have been, in this ſentiment, from its effect a 
on the pages, I ſend you. But one thing I E. 
found ſtrange in the benefit, is, that 'as ſoon E 
as I conſider'd your croſſes, with the paſſa- 
ges, againſt which they were plac'd, they 
explain'd what they meant, ſo convincingly, 
that I ſaw both the defe# and the remedy ; 
and yet I had often, and ſeverely, befote, 
taken thoſe very places to taſk, without 
any ſuch conviction of their wants ! nay, 
this could not, in my caſe, ariſe from an 
author's partiality to himſelf, becauſe 1 3 
know, I examin'd with rigour. I muſt, 9 
therefore, conclude, that familiarity witng 
our own thoughts, and conceptions, dzlls "28 
and deadens in us, our ſenſe of their quali- 


— . — 
— —— ——' — F—fl:!f — — — 1 . — — — — — 


— — C 


—— — —— - 


| | ties, — as men are gradually benumb'd in ſen- A 
il ſations, that relate to their wives. By the 3 
bl way, that's a vile (modiſh) mile; for men, E 
Þ in my caſe, are duld, but in ſenſe of de- 1 
. feds: In the other, of beauties, and virtues. 3 
Wl 1 | | 4 

0 | 0 AFTER all, what a frofit are we robb'd 1 
I! of by pride, when we decline this advantage 3 
| of cenſure ! 1 don't mean ſuch kind cenſure, 1 
'W as yours, only— (friends touch every thing 


Will with the finger of Midas) but I ſpeak it WF 
i with regard even to the malice of Fetu- 1 
1 lant criticiſm. Even this is what Poets, 2 
methinks 
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methinks, have ſtill cauſe to be fond of; 
ſince wherever an error is clear, the in- 
Aruction is equally manifeſt : And, tho 
it ſhould happen, that the Critic makes, 
the Writer, however, reaps. benefit: For 
while he can't, without impartial reflec- 
tion, be convinc'd, whether injuſtice is 
done him — he acquires patience in ſearch 
of that truth, and is but forced into a habit 


of judging. 


I Took as much care, as I could, to 
ſtrike out, and inſert with ſuch plainneſs, 
as to preſerve the old copy ſtill legible ; yet 
you will find it blotted, and ſcarified, all 
over; like a lady, to whom I have the 
pleaſure of being a neighbour : She was 
once, I am told, very fair of complexion, 
and was then, full of faults, and of. vani- 
ties; but being now become hard-fac'd, 
and pimply, ſhe is grown amiable, and 
candid within; and pleaſing no more, as 
a belle, gives delight, like a rational creature, 
I am, | 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt truly 
Aeclionate Servant, 
A. Mr. 


Vor. II. D To 
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To Mr. PopPk. 


Sept. 23, 1738. 


OU would ſooner, dear Sir, have 

been troubled with my thanks, for 
your favour of the 12th, but that it came 
not to my hands, till the 2oth, Mr. R——r 
being from home, and his people not en- 
truſted with the direction, to forward my 
letters. 


As ſoon as I had read, I perceiv'd the 
weight of your reaſon, for not hinting the 
patriotiſm of Cæſar, too raſhly ; and there- 
fore, tho' I had chang'd, before you ſaw it, 
and upon the ſame apprehenſion, a title I 
deſign'd for the Tragedy, now found that 
caution too little; and immediately croſs'd 
out thoſe lines in the Prologue, which in- 
ſinuated ſomething of like purpoſe. 


I F1ND too, upon reflection, that the con- 
cern will be fo viſibly increaſed, by that finely 
judg'd hint, of my Lord's, for contriving 
ro make Castus appriz'd of the true birth of 
B «tus (and therefore including fathers, in 

| the 
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the horrible abjuration, he dictates) that, 
in order to make way for ſuch a ſcene, as 
I ſend you, wherein I account for the pro- 
bability of that circumſtance, and open the 
Play, with its diſcovery, I have cut off as 


many lines in other places, where they could 


be ſpar'd, without weakening the ſcenes : 
— and among em, I have ſtruck out thoſe, 


which my Lord finds too fender in Brutus 


to Czſar, after ſight of his warrant: For 
tho' I imagin'd there was ſomething (tra- 
gically at leaſt) allowable for certain in- 
voluntary motions of horror, certain pow- 
erful ſenſations of reluctance, and tender- 
neſs in children, about to do violence to pa- 
rents, tho they know em not, as ſuch; 


yet, I make it a maxim to give up opinion, 
implicitely (in pieces of my own) to the 
judgment of men, of great genius. And 


I ground the reſignation upon this principle 
(which I think is a juſt one) that even 
granting, I could clear up the point in diſ- 
pute, to my own ſenſe of the queſtion; 
yet where the apprehenſion of ſuch men but 
heſitates — the meaning muſt, to the bulk 
of mankind, be quite darł and impercep- 
tible, And whatever is not obvious, is error 
in dramatical writings. I have alto, thrown 


D 2 ſomething 
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ſomething into the ſcene, from my Lord's 
third kind hint, as a help toward removing 
the popular prejudice againſt Cz/ar's inclina- 
tion to peace. But, in this, I was too much 
confin'd by the plan; for the deaths of 
Pempey and Cato having happen'd, before, 
left particular tranſactions, between them 
and Cæſar, remote from the preſent diſpo- 
ſition of things; which, turning upon pre- 
cipitate paſſion, muſt come on, with rapidity, 
and violence; and therefore, I was afraid, 
leſt expoſtulatory deductions, while they 
concern'd matters, out of the current, might 
have given too good reaſoning, the appear- 
ance of coldneſs. 


WurarT you ſay, againſt Prologues and 
Epilogues, is a truth, which I heartily feel, 
and come into: But he ought to be very 
well mounted, who 1s for leaping the hedges 


of cuſtom. As my affairs ſtand, at pre- 


ſent, I ſhould find it imprudent to give 
away the third nights, (which till now, 
I have always left to the houſe.) And, I 
doubt thoſe diſorderly heats, which muſt 
th-ow the nt night into uproar, upon 
retrenching a popular folly, might have 

effects 
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effects (for the above reaſon, alone,) to be 
apprehended. 


IT was, from the ſame little reaſon, (too 
narrow a one, I confeſs) that I took the 
liberty of defiring you in a former to de- 
clare vour very generous, and good-natur'd 
thoughts of the pay where you judg'd em 


moſt likely to be of ſervice, toward the ex- 


pectation, and report, that ſhould fore-run a 


Tragedy. It was ip,, (and I hope, you 
are ſure of it) that I could defire you to 
ſpeak, what you think, in any ſignification un- 


worthy your ſpirit, You, who ſpeak what 
you think, with more boldneſs, than moſt 
others dare 7þ nk what you ſpeak ! 


AFTER all, I am aſham'd, that I took 
ſuch a freedom ; and amaz'd, how I came 
to imagine it reaſonable, I ſhould charge 


your attention ſo heavily! I believe, I had 


doubts, when I ſent you that letter, (as, 
indeed, I ſtill have) from the too light, or 
too gay diſpoſition, both in maſters of The- 
atres, and Audiences. And, in truth, 1 


am apprehenſive, I have no great Succeſs to 
expect from the T raged. 
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No matter: I am ſure it can never have 
any, that will be either more great, or more 
priz'd, by its author, than that, which, by 
my Lord B———'s goodneſs, and yours, 
it has already receiy'd in your judgments, 


Believe me, dear Sir, with an unchange- 
able affection, 


Your oblig d, 
Humble Servant, 


A. HII. 


* => >» 11 ein _ 1 . . . 
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To Mr, Pop R. 


| OF. 45 1 738. 
Dear SIR, 
MAKE haſte to accuſe you of a lit- 

tle unkindneſs, in telling me, that having 
an affair, that embarraſſes you, and wiſhing 


my advice in the conduct of it, you hardly 
know how to aſe it. 


WHEN you know me, ſo well, as I will 
take care you ſhall, you will feel your own 


right 
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right to command me. As you want not, 
I am ſure, either my ben, or my judgment, 
I am impatient to learn, in what ſenſe my 
advice can be ſerviceable. If it were MORE 


than advice, you { ſhould have it more wil- 
lingly, which, however, I beg, that you 
would not believe, but make trial, If 
your concerns, in any light, may be ſerv'd, 

by my coming to London, no matter, whe- 
ther ſeaſonable, or not It would pleaſe 
me to deſpiſe every hazard, that can ſhew 
you the truth of my friendſhip. Therefore 
(all regard to my own cares or intereſts, 
atert) ] am — by head, heart, or hand 


now, and always, in the moſt abſolute 
manner, at your ſervice. 


As to the little affair of the Epilogue, 
I am /ſat:sfied, as I ought to be, with the 
very good reaſon you give me. And, even 
with regard to the Tragedy itſelf, after 
what you tell me, that Mr. Mallet, and 
Mr. Thompſon, have Plays in a forwardneſs, 
rather than I will ſo much as think of 
ſuffering any intereſt of mine, to claſh with 
that of either of thoſe valuable men, I 
would forget, I had written a Tragedy. 
Indeed, the firſt intimation I had of Mr. 


Dai Malitt's 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mallet's being return'd from abroad, was 
by the above piece of news, in your letter. 
As ſoon as you can be fo good to inform 
me, whether, where, and in what part 
of this winter, thoſe gentlemen propoſe to 
bring on their Tragedies, I will regulate 
my own conduct accordingly. 


Acain, dear Sir, let me beg you to 


prove, whether, in whatever you may 


command me to think, or to do, for your 
ſervice, you do not, in that, moſt engage 
and oblige, 


Your aſſectionate, 
And ſincere humble Servant, 


A. Hir. 


To 
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To Mr. Porr. 


Nov. 8, ig 
Dear SIR, 


OU have been very Sri ie in your 

endeavours, to inform me of the time, 
for Mr. Thompſon's, and Mr. Mallet's new 
Tragedies ; I have now ſent my own to 
Mr. Fleetwood, and defired it may be brought 
on about the beginning of January, in 
which caſe, it may have a fair chance to be 
dead and forgotten, before the beſt of the 


ſeaſon is over. 


Sixce I find Mr. Thompſon not ſo for- 
ward, as J apprehended he was, in his ne 
Play, I will acquaint you with ſomething, 
that I long to ſay to him, concerning his old 
one ; and, if you think I am right, in my 
opinion, I beg the favour of you to ſay it in 
my ſtead : Twill be faid, I am ſure, with 
more weight; and, from the deference I know 
he always had for your judgment, I believe, 


"twill be ſaid, with more conſequence. 


IHAv been ſo long, and incuriouſly, a 
ranger to London, and the very few good 
things, 
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Mallet's being return'd from abroad, was 
by the above piece of news, in your letter. 
As ſoon as you can be ſo good to inform 
me, whether, where, and in what part 
of this winter, thoſe gentlemen propoſe to 
bring on their Tragedies, I will regulate 
my own conduct accordingly. 


| Acain, dear Sir, let me beg you to 
| prove, whether, in whatever you may 
command me to think, or to do, for your 


ſervice, you do not, in that, moſt engage 
and oblige, 


Your aſtectionate, 


And fincere humble Servant, 


A. HILL; 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 41 


; op Mr Pop E. 


Nov. 8, Ng 
DAR Six, 


O U have been very obliging, i in your 

endeavours, to inform me of the time, 
for Mr. Thompſon's, and Mr. Mallet's new 
Tragedies ; I have now ſent my own to 
Mr. Fleetwood, and defired it may be brought 
on about the beginning of January, in 
which caſe, it may have a fair chance to be 
dead and forgotten, before the beſt of the 


ſeaſon is over. 


Since J find Mr. Thompſon not ſo for- 
ward, as J apprehended he was, in his new 
Play, I will acquaint you with ſomething, 
that I long to ſay to him, concerning his old 
one ; and, if you think I am right, in my 
opinion, I beg the favour of you to ſay it in 
my ſtead : Twill be faid, I am ſure, with 
more weight ; and, from the deference I know 
he always had for your judgment, I believe, 
"twill be faid, with more conſequence. 


I Have been fo long, and incuriouſly, a 


ftranger to London, and the very few good 
things, 
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things, it can furniſh the und with, that I 
had not read Agamemnon, till lately, when 1 
ſaw it in the hands of that happy old rem- 
nant of a pleaſanter age, — 


(“ When love was all an 7, monarch's 
r 


concerning whoſe genius and manner of li- 
ving, I believe, I ſaid ſomething in one of 
my former letters. 

Irixp ſuch a ſpirit, in ſome of the ſcenes, 
that it grieves me to add, I am afraid it falls 
off on a ſudden, and leaves the fourth and 
fifth acts, in particular, much too cold for 
their place, and their purpoſe. 


Ip the defign of that Tragedy is, what 1 


ſuppoſe it to be, to derive from Agamemnon' 8 
impolitic rambling, his diſappointment in 
domeſtic felicity, the alienation of his ſub- 
jects affection, and his becoming a property 
to an ill-truſted rogue, in his abſence. Then 
Agamemnon, who gives moral and name to 
the Play, ought to have animated, and ſtood 
obvious in every part of it. All the evil 
he ſuffers, ſhould be an effect of ſome act 
which he does. For, whenever he ceaſes to 

2 ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain the chief weight of intention, his 


character, ſinking at once, our paſſions, 
which took riſe, from the activity of his 


dramatical virtues, muſt, of courſe, become 
languid, in defe& of their motive. 


No, methinks, is it reaſon enough, for 
Clytemneſtra's and Egiſthus s filling up the 
moſt conſiderable ſcenes, in the Tragedy of 
Agamemnon, that their crimes and diſtreſſes 
have a dependent relation to the ling. He 


is concerned in their event; but he is con- 


cerned too accidentally, His fate ſhould 
have been the conſequence of ſome active miſ- 
take of his own ; for, while he is too tamely 
ſurprized, in a Bath, at a time, when the 
alarm he had received ſhould have rouſed 
him into diſtruſt and prevention, he loſes 
the dignity of his figure, and ſupports but a 
ſecond or third part, in his own Tragedy. 


May we not diſcern, (in this play, and 
another of Mr. Thompſon's) that the vigorous 
propenſity to thought, wherewith he ruſhes 
into language and ſentiment, makes it irkſome 
to a fancy, ſo intenſely, and nobly emploged, 
to attend to the mechaniſm of his models ? 

Yet, he knows, that the plan, (I mean, the 
artful invention and diſpoſition of incidents) 


is, 


contempt of all dangers, he had determined 
| to 
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is, ſo indiſpenſibly, a matter of conſequence, 
that ſome of our moſt popular Tragedies 
have no merit, but that, to ſupport them; 
and many better, which abound with good 
thought and expreſſion, appear dry, and un- 
ſtriking, but from want of that alarm, in the 
claſh and animation of purpoſe, which the 
Players call by/neſs. Such a genius, as our 
friend's, for his maſculine force, ſharp re- 
flection, and natural touches of paſſion, 
would go infinite lengths on the ſtage, if 


he reſtrained but the vivacity of thinking, 


'till he had coldly conſidered the ground- 
work upon which he ſhould think. | 


To be a little particular, for fear generals 
ſhould appear but ſurmiſes. After Agamem- 
non has learnt, in the third act, from Meli- 


ſander and Arcas, the deſigns of the villain 


Egiſibus, let it be ſuppoſed, that the fourth 
had begun with a ſcene between him and 
Clytemneſira. Ho tragically would it have 
diſtreſſed her, and, through her, the audi- 
ence, to have heard the huſband confiding to 


this un- ſuſpected, tho' treacherous wife, the 


intelligence he had received of Eg:/thus's 
falſehood ; adding then, and to her, that, in 
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to ſeize, and to execute him, immediately; 
at the ſame time, lamenting his ſtrange in- 
capacity, to make a kingly and open attempt 
upon the traitor, who had uſurped his au- 
thority; condemning with a manly ſeve- 
rity of wiſdom, his raſhneſs, in out-failing 
his navy; yet, drawing comfort, under ſenſe 
of his folly, from the tenderneſs of this ſtab- 
bing reflection — that it had been the impa- 
tience of a /ove, which he could not repent 
of, that had plunged him in the unforeſeen 
danger: — And, finally, repoſing his crown, 
and his /zfe, on the aſſiſtance of Clytemneſtra's 
invention, whom he inſtructs to contrive 
ſome immediate pretence, in her name, for 
engaging Egi/thus to viſit her, while he him- 
ſelf would give orders for ſecuring the pa- 
lace againſt any conſequent attempt of the 
rebels, till the arrival of his own army and 
fleet, which he knew he might _ in 

a day or two. | 


Ix ſuch a ſcene, how apprehenſive a hor- 
ror of heart, might not Ciytemneſira have 


been agitated with, by the author of Aga- 


memnon | And, again, what a livelier ſtill, 
would have followed, if, upon ſending for, 
and acquainting Egiſibus with his danger, 

| ſhe 
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ſhe had inſiſted on his ſeizing the hip, that 
had brought home the &:7g, for their failing 
away in it, that evening, towards ſome ſea- 
port of Egypt, or Alia, where he might hope 
to be ſafe from the revenge, that was due to 
his crimes; — and ſhe, from the inſupport- 
able ſhame of diſcovery. Egiſibus, as but 
heſitating to the propoſal, and hinting the 
authority, which he had in his hands, to ſe- 
cure himſelf, by more eligible means, ſhould 
have inflamed her to a diſtraction, that, de- 
teſting the idea of new crimes, had called 
heaven to witneſs, in the moſt ſolemn and 
paſſionate manner, that, upon his refuſing, or 


even delaying his conſent, ſhe would never 


ſuffer him to eſcape from the - palace, but 
give him up to the ſword of Agamemnon; 
and releaſe herſelf, by death, the ſame 


inſtant. 


IT would have been natural for Egiſtbus, 
in a danger like this, to diſguiſe his true 
thoughts, and deceive Clytemneftra, by a 
ſeeming aſſent to her offer; his hypocriſy 
would re- ſoften her into temper; and an 
hour might have been appointed, when he 
ſhould be privately admitted again; coming 
armed, that, by aid of his followers, they 

might 
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might ſecure their eſcape, ſhould a diſco- 
very be made, in attempting it. 


In the fifth act, Egiſthus, ſuppoſed al- 
ready admitted with his adherents, might de- 
clare to the chiefs of the party, by what ar- 
tifice he had engaged Clytemneſtra to cauſe a 
gate of the garden to be opened into that 
moſt ſolitary. quarter of the palace, where, 
expecting her preſence, he aſſigns, to ſome 
of his party, the charge of ſecuring her per- 
ſon, and commiſſions the reſt to break, with 
him, upon his ſignal, into the royal apart- 
ments, there to diſpatch Agamemnon, at 


once, as the only ſecurity now left, for 
themſelves, and their faction. 


Clytemneſira, in this terrible criſis, ruſhing 
out, in a tranſport of joy, might have urged 
him to be cautious and ſilent, becauſe the 
king, in a neighbouring apartment, was ex- 
pecting her notice to ſurprize him. She 
preſſing him therefore, to depart with her 
immediately. — But, when ſhe finds herſelf 
under guard of his ſoldiers, and diſcovers 
his deſign on the perſon of the &ing, ſhe 
breaks out into clamour and agony, re- 
proaching herſelf, as the involuntary con- 
triver of a huſband's deſtruction, whom ſhe 


had 
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had already betrayed, with a guilt, that 
ſtood in no need of this additional horror. 
At length, enraged more and more, by Egiſ- 
thus's attemprs to reſtrain her, ſhe caſts off 
all caution, and ſenſe of the conſequence, 
and reſolving to alarm Agamemnon, cries 
aloud to him, to beware of Egiſibus, and ſe- 
cure himſelf againſt villains and murder. 


AGAMEMNON might have been 
heard, in this place, calling his train, 
from within, to his ſuccour ; then impa- 
tiently entering, in perſon, and ſurprizing 
Egiſthus on his knees, in a fruitleſs endea- 
vour to appeaſe Clytemne/tra, he might have 
over-heard her, in the rage of reproach, 
charging him with the violation, he had 
drawn her to ſuffer. In a contraſt of three 
ſuch ſtrong, and ſuch oppoſite paſſions, as 
muſt then affect the k:ng, queen, and Egiſibus 


— the behaviour, the thoughts, and the at- 


titudes, required for expreſſing them, would 
afford one of the livelieſt occaſions in nature, 
for a Poet to ſhew the force of his genius. 


DuRinGs the fire of this ſcene, Agamem- 
non, upon entrance of ſome of his officers, 
commands them to lay hands on Egiſibus; 

| but 
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but the traitor, at the ſame time, requiring 
thoſe officers, ſuppoſed to be bribed crea- 
tures of his own, to deſerve and repay his 
long bounties, by aſſiſting to /e:ze on the 
king. They obey the miniſterial injunction, 
and, deſerting the cauſe of their prince, all 
go over to the {ide of Egiſibus. | 


Is ſuch an unkingly ſituation as this, 
Agamemnon, expreſſing his ſentiments with a 
majeſty becoming the inſult, Egiſtbus might 
have returned it with a /corn that would 
awaken, and drive home the moral. He 
might have told him, that, ſince he had 
neglected to execute the duties of a ng, he 
had no longer a right to the power — That 
he might now learn too late, by the inferi- 
_ ority, which he ſaw himſelf reduced to, that, 
from the moment, wherein he reſigned to a 
ſubje& the authority to diſpoſe of all offices, 

and aſſume all the cares of a crown, he in- 
veſted that ſubject with Monarchy :— and 
that, with the ſame tame Dependance of 407/), 
now more uſeful, and ſeaſonable than ever, 
he might content himſelf with the effect of 
his folly. 


: 1 inflamed by "PR inſolent 
$reatment, breaking forcibly from the hands 
E of 
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of the ſoldiers, and wreſting a ſword from 
the neareſt, might have thrown himſelf, with 
a noble indignation, upon Egiſihus, and diſ- 
arming and wounding the Traitor, might 
have been himſelf attack'd, behind, by the 
Rebels, and murder'd at the feet of Clytem- 
neſira, who might then have juſtly run mad, 
with exceſs of the horror, and the Play 
been concluded (upon entrance of the king's 
friends, who drive off Eg:/thus and his party) 
by Cafſandra's prophetic declaring, that the 


Gods, who had puniſhed ſo ſeverely, the 


neglect and flack hand of Agamemnon, 
would inflict a dreadful revenge, on his 
murderer. 


By ſuch a Plan, or a better, to the ſame 


active purpoſe, beſides that the pzty and ter- 


ror, had been kept up to the laſt—two inde- 
corums, unluckily believed to have been ne- 
ceſſary, in the Tragedy, as it now ſtands, 
might have been naturally and eaſily avoid- 
cd. — The firſt is, Eg:/ibus's acquainting Cly- 
temneſtra, with his purpoſe to murder her 
huſband — nay, with the time, place, and 


manner, and (to the inſupportable be- devil- 
ling her character) obtaining her conſent to 


his doing it! The ſecond is, that there 
would 
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would no longer have appeared any ſeem- 


ing neceſſity, for ſuppoſing her jealous of 

| Caſſandra. She | whoſe conſcious affair with 

 Egiſthus, makes a Jen of her pretenſions to 
jealouſy; 


I Have too thorough a fonſe of the 
friendly diſpoſition' of your heart, to aſk 
pardon for ſo tedious a trouble, becauſe the 
ſubject concerns not yourſelf; tho' at a 
time too, when I ſee yuu engroſſed, by an 
attention to hours, I could envy, but that the 


raſcally paſſion is already too public a med- 


dler with your houſe, and the great name 
within it, to obtain my allowance for any, 


the moſt gentle of the fury's aſſaults upon 
either. 


Ix you think what I have been ſaying to 


| you, of Mr, Thompſon, with the freedom of 


a confidence, that unboſoms itſelf, without 
need of reſtraint, could be of uſe to him, if 
he knew it; you will, at your leiſure, find. 


opportunity to hint it in converſation, with 


what better form and reſtriction you pleaſe : 


Poſſibly, it might rouſe him to reſolve on 
| ſome plan, for the Tragedy he is writing; 

which, by giving his genius full ſcope, will 
E 2 


reward 
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reward us for our pain in diſguſting him, 


perhaps, for a moment, by a laſting in- 


creaſe of the reputation, we both of us with 


him. 


As to your kind invitation, I ſhall be very 
unhappy, if my Lord B e leaves Eng- 


land, before JI can fee him and Twickenham. 


And (for that very reaſon) I am afraid, I 


am doomed to ſee neither. In the worſt of 
events, I am ſure of one happineſs—neither 
diſtance nor doom, can prevent me from be- 


ing, and perſiſting to be, to you both, 


A moſt faithful, 


And affefionate Servant, 


A. HIII. 


To 
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To Mr. POP E. 


Dec. 9, 1728: 
DEAR SIR, FOR 
IVE me leave by the enclos'd, to 
reply to the farſt part of yours, that 
which concerns Mr. Mallet's kind offer; 
and after having the goodneſs to cloſe it 
with one of your ſeals, pleaſe to ſend it 
him, as ſoon as convenient, 


For the reſt, that relates to yourſelf — Be 
it known by theſe preſents, that I cannot 
allow you to. call Mr. Pope's and Lord 
B———'s praiſes, an airy tribute in any 
ſenſe but one— the ſuperiority of their 
value, to the earthineſs of leſs noble diſtinc- 
tions. I ſhall learn to regard my own 
thoughts, when they are able to procure me 
ſuch praiſes: for how, indeed, were vanity 
to be reckon'd a fault, could it have the 
ſanction of wiſdom and virtue ? 


As to the coming « on of my Tragedy, I 
begin to ſuſpect, that the Manager's hearts, 
as the Theatres, are more narrowly piqued, 
than their Player's—Few men have force in 
their minds, to loyetruth, that has ſerv'd em 

unpleaſin gly 3 


8 
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i unpleaſingly: They forget the good uſe, 
i in a diſguſt, they think due to the cenſure : 
i But there is an odd, and unfortunate di- 
lemma in the way of our childiſh defire to 
Wi be fondled: When we are flatter'd by that 
ll beaſt call'd a /iar, he has the ſkill to lick 
j ſoft like a Calf; but then he cruſhes not 
[i ſo much as a Fly, for our benefit: Honeſt 
|| fact, on the other ſide, has a tongue, that 
is rough like a Lyon's, able enough to deli- 
ver from inſets, but it grates, like a file, 


where it paſſes; and endangers the ſkin, it 
would purify. 


LET it go—no matter what Mr, Fleetwood 
defigns or reſolves : were his acting of Ce- 
far, capable of ten times the good, it can do 
me, I ſhould myſelf, be incapable of quick- 
ening his phlegm any farther : There is a 
reluctance (I am afraid, it is a pride) i in my 
nature, againſt ſoliciting any thing, that re- 
cards my own intereſt : — and, eſpecially, 
fe om the dull and unworthy : The cauſe I 
would fain place (for I loye to be near you) 
in 

« The ſtrong antipathy of good to bad! 


where I hope, and believe, I may fad 1 3h 
For, I am ſure, that I hate myſelf heartily, 


and 
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and with the malice and pain of an enemy, 
whenever I am fool enough, not to be able 
to hate, as I ought, either a h ſoul, or a 
falſe one. You will ſee through all this, 
that Mr. Mallet's friendly offer was not only 
kind, but a very ſeaſonable interpoſition. 


WHarT ſhall I now ſay, that can thank 


you enough, in return for your generous 
wiſhes? I would ſubmit to be any thing, 


above a bad miniſter, for the power of re- 


warding your partiality : But I am about to 
plant myſelf among corn fields, and vine- 


yards, where video mellora probeg;—and for- 


tune will take care to prevent me from any 
danger of being tempted by the Leteriora 
behind, in the cloſe of it. I have been 
haſtening, at the deſire of a friend, a long 


diſcourſe, that will be loſt on the ſtage, or 


ſhould have been able, by this time, to have 
made another eflay legible enough to wait 
on you, at Twickenham ; where, that never 


more any evil thing may enter, is the ſincere 
and affectionate prayer of, 


Dear Sir, 


Your moſt obliged, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. Hits. 
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To Mr. MALLET. 
Dec. 9, 1738. 


DAR SIR, 


N a retreat, which = preſent affairs 


have made neceſſary, I had lately the 
_ pleaſure to hear (by Mr. Pope) that you 


have been, ſome time, returned from a- 


broad. Would to God, our poor country 
could as happily re-poſſeſs herſelf of every 
other good claim, ſhe is robbed of ! I hear 
too, (and hear it with joy) that the town is 
in expectation of a Tragedy, by the author 
of Eurydice : when that Tragedy appears 
on the ſtage, I ſhall have one ſolid reaſon to 
be ſorry, I am a ſtranger to London. 


Ovs good friend, above named, has done 
the juſtice he loves, to your generous pro- 
poſi, of lending the benefit of your atten- 


tion to the progreſs of my Play, through the 


houſe. I thank you very heartily for fo 
obliging and ſeaſonable a ſervice. You are 
one of thoſe few, I can, without pain, be a 
debtor to; and I moſt willingly accept of, 
and delight in your offer — only give me 
leave to declare, i it is a preliminary condition, 
that 
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that (as I had rather my Play ſhould never 


be acted at all, than retard yours a moment) 
1 abſolutely reſign to your choice, its appear- 
ing, or not appearing at all — juſt as may 
ſerve moſt effectually to keep it (where I in- 
ſiſt upon holding it) moſt remote from poſt- 
poning your Tragedy, 


ABouT a month ago, I ſent mine to Mr. 
Fleetwood ; and having heard, that neither 
yours, nor Mr. Thompſon's, were expected to 
be ready, till toward the end of the ſeaſon, 
I propoſed, that Cæſar ſhould be brought 
on in January, which, if it was, I would 
expect no conſideration for it, at all, if the 
run ſhould be ſhort of nine nights. If more, 
the three loweſt receipts of the firſt nine, 
ſhould be my claim, paying him his charges, 
as uſual, His anſwer, which I defired might 
be left with Mr. Chetwwood, having been cal- 
led for laſt week, word was ſent me, that 
(five days before) Mr. Fleetwood had told 
him, he determined to get up the Tragedy, 
_ forthwith ; but I have yet had no letter 
from the manager. T hint theſe particulars, 
as neceflary to be known, if you have the 
goodneſs to learn his deſign from himſelf; 
which, ſince you encourage me, ſo frankly, 
to trouble you, 1 wiſh you would do, in my 

2 behalf, 
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behalf, and fix, with him, the time, either 
in January, or after; reſpect being had, as 
above, to the readings, or not readings of 
your OWN. 


As to an unwillingneſs to act, in the 
Player, to whom I have adapted the charac- 
ter of Cæſar, 1 ſhould be ſorry, and ſurpri- 
zed, if he can be capable of that ſecond miſ- 
take, in return for ſo candid a proof of my 
having forgotten the former. About three 
or four years paſt, ſome remarks having 
been made on the Theatres, with a view to 
have argued the Players into a more general 
exertion of that ſenſibility in the expreſſion 
of paſſions, which, of late, in great degree, 
(from effect of ſuch remarks in thoſe papers, 
the town, I am told, has been led to diſtin- 
guiſh and applaud, in the practice of the 
party I ſpeak of), He, overlooking the good 
that was meant him, and concluding, that 
the cenſures were mine, they produced in 
him the ſame wrong effect, I once met with 
abroad, from an officious pinch of good-na- 
tured ſnuff, ill beſtowed on an ungrateful 
French gentleman, who was careleſly falling 
aſleep, in a current of air, after violent exer- 
ciſe. But, as to the actor, whoſe want of 
civility I remembered no more, becauſe it 


had 
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had been balanced, on my own ſide, by a 
want, of patience, almoſt as unwarrantable, 
he muſt, fince then, have had leiſure enough 


for reflection, to find and confeſs the good 


purpoſe of ſuch friendly reproaches. Yet, 
we inſenſibly ſuffer ſe//-love to take place of 
our reaſon, and then it naturally prevents 
our diſcerning the motives of men, whoſe 
method was not faſhioned to pleaſe us. 


I am talking too much of myſelf and my 


Tragedy. — If I had yours in my eye, I 
ſhould have found a better ſubje&t: May 
you have all the ſucceſs that a merit, like 
yours, makes it almoſt unreaſonable to 
hope for. I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your obliged and obedient 
Humble Servant, 


A, Hitt. 


60 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


To Mr. PoPE. 


Fan. 15, 1738-9. 
DEAR SIR, 

I you happen to have an idle ſhelf in 
your ſtudy, that can make room for the 
incloſed, it will take up but little. In its 
firſt old edition, it had a great many more 
faults, than at preſent ; and its worſt, a 240 
Preface ; which has never appeared in the 
following. I repented, as I ought, of the 
fin — yet, could ſcarce ſay, I was forty I 
committed it, ſince I owed to it a diſcovery 
of ſome virtues, which have made, and will 

continue me your friend, and your ſervant. 


Ir I were near enough, I would give you 
ſome reaſons, which I ought not to trouble 
you with in a letter, why I wiſh, in the fu- 
ture editions of one of your fatirical pieces, 
you would leave out a couplet, that reflects, 
with a roughneſs, deſerving your rev:/al, on 
the Cz Ak, in his motive to marriage. I 
have papers in my hands, which, I am ſure, 
if you ſaw, would remove your miſtaken 
ideas on that head, and throw the noble/t, 
and moſt beautiful colours on a circumſtance, 


which, 
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which the malice of ſome great courts, in 
Europe, has taken pains to miſrepreſent and 
to blacken, The ſhortened reign of the /ady 
deprived me of great part of a treaſure, 
which I ſee, by what came to my hands, 
had been vaſt and invaluable !— Even as it 
7s, I can charge nothing upon want of mate- 
rials, but muſt confeſs it wholly the defect 
of my genius, if, hereafter, I fail to give the 
world ſome reſemblance, of a prince, who 
(with the fulleſt deduction to be made for 
his few foibles) has done honour to the bu- 


man ſpecies, 


Mx. Fleetwood — (what a fall is there — 
from Peter Alexiowitz I) ſends me word, 
that the Prince has been ſo juſt, as to inſiſt 
on Mr. Mallet's Tragedy, as the firſt to be 
brought on, this ſeaſon. In this news he 
has pleaſed me fincerely : I adjoin my own 
vote, againſt myſelf, with a preference till 
more warm than the Prince's. And, may 
what I wwr:te be never read, but by the F—'s 
and L—'s of futurity, if I would not ra- 
ther burn it, with my own hand, than op- 
poſe it to the intereſt of a man of genius 
and worth — though a ranger! But, to 


ſee the management of our Theatres reduced 
to 
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to ſuch an unfathomable deſcent, in profun- 
dity, that a Tragedy, writ with the care that 
has been beſtowed upon Cæſar, ſhould be 
driveled, humm'd, and heſitated over --- 
ſhould be complimented with the dull myſ- 


teriouſneſs of apology, to cover but neglect 
and irreſolution — 1s a nettling alarm to the 


patience of a writer, and, indeed, a trial, to 


the quick, of his vanity. 


AND yet (as a check to the ſolemn im- 
pertinence I am ſuffering myſelf to flide 
into) it was in this very country, and in 
this very age You were born! — That 
reflection ſhall ferve as a balance, and cut 
ſhort all complaint in; 


Your moſt humble, 
TOES And affectionate Servant, 


; . Mx. 


To 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


Jan. 25, 1738-9, 
1 THANK you, dear Sir, very heartily, for 

the favour of yours, with the detail of 
our ſtage-holder's infamous management. 
I feel its effects, in your right, and forget 
my own part in his conduct. Let me thank 
you, mean while, for your generous regard 
to my intereſt ; — I loſe none of the ſenti- 
ments which I ought to be impreſſed with, 
under the ſenſe of your ill to have done, 
what it was my reſolution, by no means, to 
have ſuffered. That your Tragedy takes 
place of my own, gives me an unfeigned and 
a juſt ſatisfaction.— Nay, I am even charmed 
and delighted, that this fell out at a time, 
when the diſordered ſituation of my affairs 
made the little benefit in view, from the 
coming on of a Play, of ſome pleaſure, and 
uſe, in the proſpect. For, if the accident had 
wanted 7hat circumſtance, I ſhould not have 
known the extent of my friendſhip. And 
it muſt have been a rotten one, I am ſure, 


if intereſt had been able to ſhake it. 


ISNATCH 
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TIT $sNATCH, with great pleaſure, at the 
wiſh, you are ſo kind to repeat, in your 
poſtſcript : I receive /arger packets, with 
eaſe, by the coaches ; and, if you will have 
the goodneſs, to ſend it to Mr. R 'S, 
directed for me, it is ſo natural for us to 
haſten into what we are ſure will delight us, 
that, I think, I may venture to promiſe your 
receiving it back, in a week, from the day 
of your ſending it. 


9 


_ Mar it run, till it leaves no more ſpace 


in the ſeaſon, than to make room for its be- 


ing ſucceeded, by Mr. Thompſon's. As for 


Ceſar, I ſhall loſe all the pain, which the 


Managers ingratitude might have otherwiſe 


given me, in the joy and reparation I expect, 
from the ſucceſs of his Vn with your 


Tragedy. 

Ix is the nobleſt mitigation of our con- 
cern, or diſdain, at ill treatment, when we 
ſee the merit of a friend making way to the 
diſtinckion, we wiſh it. — And, had But the 
Muſes any altar, in England, I would make a 
burnt-offering of my Play, for your a in 
honour of the Prince and Mr, L———n,; 


J am, always, | 


Dear Sir, Neurs, "ng . 
A. Hit, | 
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To Mr. Pop x. 


Jan. 26. 1738-9. 

Y letter, dear Sir, had but the fate 

of its writer, when it laboured, and 

longed to approach you, yet, was kept di * 
tant, by miſtake and ill fortune. 


Yours has warmed me, with the ſpirit 
of gratitude, for a concern it expreſſes ſo 
kindly. But, I will give up all purſuit of 
my Cæſar, ſince Mr. Mallet and Mr. Tomp- 


ſon, with the aid of ſuch powerful aſſiſtants, 


found it a difficulty to engage the manager 
into the reſolution, that muſt have been due 
to their Tragedies. The firſt of the gentle- 
men juſt named, has obliged me, with un- 
common delicacy, by an offer ſo generouſly 
made me, when his n Play was finiſhed 
and ready. This was an act of friendſhip, 
which I could not have deſerved, if, as ſoon 


as I knew it, I had not, from that moment, 
| daclined any purpoſe of preſſing the man of 


the ſtage about ine. Indeed, I ſhould hate 
all the little I have of the poet, if I could not 
receive as much pleaſure, from another wri- 
ter's ſucceſs, as from my own; even were 


Vor. II. F „ 
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that other an enemy (of merit). But, ſince 
he is my friend, his ſucceſs is my own, 
and, as ſuch, I ſincerely conſider it. 


THERE is only one thought that diſturbs: 
me ; — the reſpect I would publickly pay to 
a great name. ſo known and ſo dear to you, 
is held back by this inacceſſible retrench- 
ment, that the devil of dullneſs has thrown 
up, round our Theatres; for, I would not 
treſpaſs ſo far againſt cuſtom, as to dedicate, 
to ſo choſen a patron, a Tragedy that had 
never been acfed. I will therefore, addreſs 
(to the ſame lov'd name) ſome different fub- 
ject, after having examined, which, of three 
or four J have long had in hand, may be 
found leaſt unworthy his notice. Mean 
while, let my Lord know, and let Mr. Pope 
know, that I look upon the kind things, they 
have thought, and expreſſed, of my Cæſar, as 
more fame, than a twenty night's run, at the 
Play-houſes. And ſo, wiſhing Mr. Mallet, 
and Mr. Thampſon, the ſucceſs, which they are 
ſure to deſerve, I bid a hearty farewel to the 
age, and only with to be known, as, 

Dear Sir, 2 


Your moſt obliged Servant, 
A. HILL. 
Ts 


—— — — — 


— — — — 


—— _ — — — — 
— — —— — — — — 
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To Mr. PoPpE. 
| Feb. 21, 1738-9. 
DEAR SIR, 


[| AM oblig'd, both by your letter, and 
the good news it brought, of Mr. Mal- 
let's Succeſs on the Theatre; it is what I 


was ſure he deſerv'd: And, if I had, now 


and then, a moment's fear, he might mils 
it, it was when I reflected, how warmly I 
wiſhed it him. 


Ir Mr. Thompſon's new Tragedy is to de- 


pend on his women performers, he has cer - 


tainly, judg'd well, in his choice of the Co- 
vent Garden Theatre. There, or any where 
may his beſt expectations be anſwer'd ! I 
ſhail, myſelf, have the leſs to complain of, 
when ſuch juſtice | is done, where I reve- 
rence it. 


As for Ceſar, it was his fate to be ill un- 
derſtood : and it was his cm, to forgive his 
detractors: only once when he fell into ſuch 


free-booters's hands, as have thought fit to 
reſtrain him at preſent, he broke a rule, 


for the ſake of mankind ; and got em hang- 
ed, for the good of the publick, I am glad 


I have none of his power; ſince I am afraid 
 & Ws I ſhould 
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I ſhould uſe it profuſely : 'Tis a ridicu- 
lous world, that we live in; yet, in ſpite of 
contempt, one grows ſerious, when a fool, 
that expects to be flatter'd, is in a fituation, 
to inſult his deſpiſers. I will not diſguiſe 
my own weakneſs: I am nettled at the 
treatment, I have met with, concerning 
this Tragedy: But, at the ſame time, I con- 
feſs, that I ought not to be ſo : For you have 
been ſo good, as to declare yourſelf touch'd, 
in my cauſe — and, in hat, I have more 
than a recompence. 


— — 
— — 


Th 
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I pi not recollect, 'till you told it me, 
that the Gazetrecrs were printed by Mr. 
R — I am acquainted with none of their 
authors; not ſo much as with any one of 
their names: And, as to Mr. R—— Him- 
ſelf, (among whoſe virtues I place it, that he 
knows, and conſiders, you, rightly) there 
ſhould be nothing imputed to the Printer, 
which is impos'd for, not by him, on his 
tapers, but was never impreſs'd, on his uind. 
Jam very much miſtaken in his character, 
or he is a plain-hearted, ſenſible, and good- 
natur'd, honeſt man : I believe, when there 
is any thing put into his preſſes, with a view 
to ſuch infamous ander, as that which you 

ſo juſtly deſpiſe, he himſelf is the only man, 
wounded : 
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wounded : For I think, there is an openneſs, 
in his ſpirit, that would even repel the profits 
of his buſineſs, when they were to be the con- 
ſequence, of making war upon excellence. 


In the mean time, give me leave to be 
glad, you are ſlander'd a little: Crimes 
deſerve to be heartily pardon'd, when they 
are the cauſe of producing great virtues ; 
and, I am ſure, one ſuch generous example 
of charity, as that which you ſhew, in your 
letter, will, by the contagious effect of its 
beauty, carry influence enough, to deface 
all the triumphs of a thouſand heavy pat- 
terns of malice, 


METHINKs, I gather from a hint, you 
but drop, in your letter, that my Silence 
would be the moſt acceptable compliment, 
to a perſon, I w:ll not here mention : Be 
it ſo — where we wiſh, but to pleaſe, we 
are pleas'd even with the prohibition of our 
meaſures, of pleaſing. His worth cannot 
want ſuch a wine, as Iam; and the re- 
ſpect I would pay it, is too due to depend on 
his thoughts of, 

Dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 


* A. H1Lz.. 
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Sept. 27, 1739. 
XxX 7 HEN you, dear Madam, have been 
indiſpoſed, no illneſs of my own is 
worth my mentioning. Nor, could I poſſi- 


bly forbear to come to town, had I been 
weaker than I am, on purpoſe to inform my- 


ſelf, if it is true, as I am told, that you pre- 
pare, at this unſeaſonable time of year, for 
a long northern journey. 


On ſuppoſition, that your caſe is nervous, 
I pray God to change your refolution, and 
prevent the danger of your now expoſing 
yourſelf to the bleak northern air, at the ap- 
proach of a long winter, and, in all likeli- 
hood, a very ſharp one ; after the rainy and 
unnatural ſeaſon we have had, for ſome 
months paſt, It would be quite another 
thing, if you had four or five warm ſummer 
months to come. — The country would be 
then of infinite advantage toward recovery 
of your valuable health. But, as it is, 'twill 
pinch, contract, and bring on twitchings, 
and a great increaſe of dangerous ſymptoms, 
which J cannot think of, without terror. 


CERTAINLY, the dry warm ſulphur of 
our winter air, in London, muſt be fafeſt, till 


the 
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the Spring : and if, while here, in place 
of doctors and apothecaries, you would pleaſe 
to let the true and rightly-prepared chemical 
oil of amber be rabbed in, with a warm hand, 
along the ſoints of the back-bone, from the 
neck downward, I believe, you will want no- 
thing further; that being the only way, 
whereby 'tis poſſible, to reach the nervous 
Juices with eject ; for every thing you can 
take 1mwardly, muſt be carried through fo 
many different dige/tions, that it loſes all its 
. virtues, before it can arrive, (if, indeed, it 
could arrive at all) where it might be of 
any ſervice to thoſe nerves, that ſtand in 
want of its afſiſtance. 


In ſpring, for confirmation of that 
ſtrength, which, I am ſure, this outward 
remedy will give you, a five or fix week's 
reſidence at Bath, would be of inconceiva- 
ble advantage, (not to d the waters, but 
to bathe, and let a few ftrokes from the 
. pump fall, now and then, if neceſſary, upon 
ſuch joints, as you judge pr oper) — and if, 
after that, you pleaſed to think of a warm 
ſummer journey into Yorkſhire, — a change, 
to the cold-bathing, in the ſea, at Scarborough, 
for ſome ſhort time, beſore you went quite 


F 4 hom, 
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home, would finally compleat the cure, from 
the moſt ſafe and natural cauſes in the 
world; and you would live — at leaſt, till 
I, dear Madam, ſhould be paſt all ſenſe of 
ſorrow, at the news, which every friend of 
yours, muſt dread, above all other, to be 
told concerning you. | 


To-MoRRow, or wheneyer you are leaſt 
engaged, I hope, I may be able to attempt 
the honour of waiting on you, and will then 
be fuller in the reaſons, why, I am con- 
vinced, you run the greateſt hazard, at the 


coming on of winter, to attempt a journey 
into Yorkſhire, 


I canxor cloſe, without my beſt and moſt 
ſincere reſpects to the 79 deareſt and moſt 
with'd companions, you can poflibly have 
near you, and who are now (I hear) both 
with you: may they /ong poſſeſs the power 
of being often ſo! and you, dear Madam, 
the delight of ſeeing them but half as bleſ- 
Hed, as they are wiſhed by your, and their 


Meft faithful, humble, , 
And obedient Servant, 


A. HILL, 
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To Mr. PoPPLE, 


Sept, I5, 1740. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 NDE R common diſappointments of 
| life, I can conſider myſelf, as only 
unfortunate; but I am unhappy, under ab- 
ſence from ſociety, ſo ſincerely delightful as 
yours, This is a truth I have a thouſand 
times experienced, ſince I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you laſt; and, for that reaſon, I 
look forward with increaſed ſatisfaction, to 
ſome proſpects I have, of overcoming my 
little anxieties, —I mean in the eye and pub- 
tick face of the world; for, as far as they re- 
lated to myſelf, I have already been able to 
triumph over them all, in the unwitneſſed re- 
flections of ſolitude. 


Bor let me make haſte, from this ſubject 
to one, which (I think from my heart) 
gave me a longer and more ſenſible ſorrow. 
— So humane, and ſo generous a man, as I 
have in my view, when he undergoes any 
ſtroke of calamity, gives a double affliction 
to his Friends; for, while their grief muſt 
be ſharp, in proportion to their ove of the 


ſufferer, 
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ſufferer, their abhorrence of the brutal in- 
gratitude of the world, gives, if poſſible, an 
acuter concern to hear, how few ſpeak, 
and feel, as they ought, concerning this pauſe 
in the fortunes of a gentleman, who ſeem'd to 
think with no other enjoyment of the proſpe- 
rity, he became with ſuch grace, than as it en- 
abled him to ſcatter it abroad, and invite his 
maligners to ſhare it. Wherever he is, may 
he grow happier and return to ſuch figure 
and diiſtinction in life, as I wiſh every branch 
of his family. 


I am heartily ſorry my affairs will not, 
for ſome ſhort time yet, allow me the plea- 
ſure of thanking you (in perſon) for the 
trouble you have been ſo good as to give 
yourſelf, with reſpect to my Ceſar. But I 
ought not to mingle theſe ſubjects: I will 
incloſe a reply, in a ſeparate paper, and leave 
it to your pleaſure and judgment. 


WHAT a /oftery wheel is this world, and 
how very a play-thing our hope of good for- 
tune! We have ſeen it in the melancholy 
fate of our poor friend Colonel Horſey ; — 

After twenty years unwearied purſuit of one 
flattering and favourite proſpect, — he had 
n 
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no ſooner poſſe ed it, as the fruit of his inde- 
fatigable patience, and with a length of in- 
conceivable mortifications, than he DIED — 
as it were, in ſtretching out his hand to re- 
ceive it! Juſt ſuch vaniſhing /hadcaos as this, 
are the comforts we promiſe ourſelves, from 
the future increaſe of our fame, — the preſent 
regard of our friends, and the everlaſting 
ſincerity of our mi/treſſes. Yet, how vain is 
complaint, in theſe caſes ! — All pretenſions 
toward an abſolute cure of ſuch inherent 
diftempers of life, are but naſtrums of the prieſt 
Or guack-dcfor Nu are wiſe enough, to 
practiſe the only true remedy, who, expect- 
ing no relief, but from palliatives, are for 
calmly enjoying the preſent, without too re- 
troſpect a concern for the paſt, or too bold a 
belief in the future. And this, in the beſt 
ſenſe, ſhould be natural philoſophy ; from 
your {kill in which ſcience, may you ever 
continue to reap a full harveſt of health, 


peace, and pleaſure, till I wiſh you no lon- 
ger the friend of, 


Dear. Sir, 
Your moſt unchangeably faithful, 
And affettionate humble Servant, 


A. HiLL. 
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To Mr. PorPLE. 


1740. 
DAR SIR, 


| Ga a letter from my ſon, he informs me 
what you had the goodneſs to tell him, 
in relation to Ceſar. If you pleaſe to take 
the trouble of receiving the copy I have ſent 
him, in exchange for the od one, I believe, 
there will be found in it, whatever they 
could wiſh, or propoſe, to be altered. The 
whole r ſcene of the firſt act, and very 
much more of that act being left out, and 
the Play fo corrected and ſhortened, in eve- 
ry part, that, I think (and am flattered with 
aſſurances, I ought to confide in, that I do 
not think wrong) it, ſtands now in need of 
no ſharper correction; —and J am, there- 
fore, diſpoſed to reviſe it no farther. 


Ir, in the condition it comes in, Mr. 
Fleetwood does not ſee it a Play, that will be 
of infinite ſervice to his company, I muſt de- 
ſpair of ever offering him any. -If he plea- 
ſes to act it, as it is, he may have it imme- 
diately: if not, you will be ſo kind as to re- 
ceive it again, from his hands, and return it 

to ine, at your leiſure. As to terms of a- 


greement, 
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greement, I ſhall leave them to Mr. Fleet- 
woods own pleaſure. Only, if the play does 
not take, ſo as to bring viſible profit and cre- 
dit to his houſe, I will expect nothing for it, 
at all; and this, Sir, I beg you to tell him. 


IA a ſtranger to the preſent ſituation of 
the actors of both companies, ſo that I have 
not been able to caſt ſome of the characters; 
but that will be a matter of no inconvenience, 
if they don't act the Play; if they do, I can 
eaſily fill up thoſe blanks, upon procuring, 
from Mr. Chetwood, a liſt of the actors. I 
am very much obliged to you for the trou- 
ble you have been willing to take, on this 
ſubject, and ſhall beg your permiſſion, to 
enlarge it ſo far, as to hope to learn from 
you, whether, and how ſoon, Mr. Fleetwood 
will bring on the Tragedy. I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt alfectionate, 


And obedient humble Servant, 


A. HILL, 


To 
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To Mr. PoPPLE. 1 

— e OZ. 24, 1740. ? 
DAR Sir, : 

b is impoſſible, but I muſt acquit you af 
from all imputation, concerning the ob- . 
jections you have ſent me, becauſe they are 5 
ungrounded and virulent remarks, and can ” 
have been the work of no friend of mine ; 5 
nothing leſs than Z- will having brought 4 
forth this criticiſm, ſo unthinkingly miſta- f 
ken, in every particular, that the only pre- S 
tence it can have to the reſpect of a ſecond B 
peruſal, is, the honour of having paſſed thro' E 


* 


. 


your hand, to my notice. 


SEE 


m 8 3 x 
* 4 
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To their general exception, againſt the ſub- 
ject itſelf, becauſe it gives fear of a compari- 
ſon, when brought on the /fage. — I muſt 
content myſelf to return them no anſwer ; 
having reflected, a hundred times, what it 
is they would mean, by compariſon, and re- 
maining utterly unable to gueſs at their pur- 
poſe. But, where they begin to ſpeak 
plainly, and would carp, at the character of 
Antony, as if differing from his true one, in 


biftory, how much is the weakneſs of their 
| ill-will 
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71]-will to be pitied? Had I really drawn 
Marc Antony, (as they fancy I have) wicked, 
corrupt, the moſt proſiitute of the Romans, 
and a ſervile adherent to tyranny, would not 
Cicero have juſtified me, in doing it ? Why 
elſe, was that orator's death ſo ſeverely re- 
markable, but in revenge for the vileſt of 
pictures, which he had publickly drawn, for 
Marc Antony? So that, admitting h;fory had 
20 other authority, (whereas, you know very 
well, it has many) was not 2is in itſelf, a 
ſufficient one? What do they mean, then, 
by appealing to Biſtory? But, I deny, that 
Marc Antony is a wicked, or proſtitute cha- 
racer : on the contrary, he is full of huma- 
nity, faithful, poliſhed, brave, and apprehen- 
ſive of nothing, but for the ſafety of his pa- 
tron, and the optimates uſurpation in the ſe- 
nate. Beſides, who does not know, that he 
was the moſt obliged and attached of all Cæ- 
ſar's dependents? A man, indeed, of ſome 
 diffoluteneſs in life, yet, of winning and ſo- 
ciable manners ; and they who pretend, that, 
inſtead of ſounding Brutus, he attempts to 
corrupt bim, muſt have read what they cen- 
ſure, with a ſhametully loſe and uncritical 
negligence. — I can allow Brutus, in the 
fierceneſs of republican ill-manners, to call 


perſuaſion 


— 
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perſuaſion corruption ; but it is unpardonable 
in men, who pretend to be teachers of others, 


not to have diſtinguiſbed, that no more is 


| here meant, by corruption, that an honeſt 


and generous endeavour, to draw off Brutus, 


from his ill-tim'd oppo/ition to the purpoſed 


reftoration of liberty. As for their accuſa- 
tian, concerning contempt and ill. language, 
the flighteſt inſpection might have ſerved to 
convince men of ſenſe and obſervation, that 
Brutus fays nothing to Antony, but what is 
a great deal more rough, than the other's re- 
Plies are. 


Ix ſpite of the ſur humour, one is apt to 
be put into, upon finding one's ſelf looked 
over, with ſo evi on eye, they compelled me 
to /mile, in one place, where they complain, 
that, when Cæſar declares his intention, to 
give freedom to Rome, they have only Cæ- 
ſar's own word for it. In the name of old 
Bavins ! whoſe word elſe, would deſerve to 
be taken for it? -- yet, no truth can be 
clearer, than that they have not only his 
word, but alſo his thoughts, and his actions. 
They have his thoughts in his ſoli/oqury, at 

m eee the Play, (where nobody be- 
ing preſent, but Cr "or, the ally fee his 


ſoul, 
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foul undiſguiſed, and to the bottom) —They 
have his actidus, in the injunction he lays on 
M. Antony, 8 conſul; and, again, in the 


command he leaves Brutus, io the Witt — - 


And they have his word, in that ſcene of the 

ſecond act, which theſe vie gentlemen 
ſeem not to have under pod, though it is the 
moſt ſignificant and beſt, in the Tragedy; ; 
where, beſides the manly and generous com- 
paſſion he ſhews to the diſturbed apprehen- 
ſions of a lady, who loves him, he, by ſatisfy- 
ing the fears of Calphurnia, removes, at the 
ſame time, all di/truft of himſelf, from the 
minds of the audience. —And, ſurely, the 
cenſurers took ſmall trouble of thinking, 
when they judged it inconſiſtent, with the 
caution of C&ſar, to truſt his own wife with 
a fact, which he deſigned to proclaim; the 
next hour, for his juſtification and honour, 


to a public aſſembly of the people. 


Bur Iam troubling my friend to no pur- 
poſe ; ; it being a vain and ridiculous labour 
to aim at convincing the judgement of proju- 
diced men, who could cenſure a Play, on 
ſuch liebe and wnattentive firſt glances. 1 
am almoſt aſhamed to bring arguments 
againſt that ſtrange and unaccountable 

Vol. II. 20 miſt age, 
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miſtake, --- that Brutus kills Cæ ſar, becauſe 
Cæſar deſigned to kill him. Every thing 
Brutus ſays is a new multiplied proof to the 
contrary. The worſt conſequence he draws 
from his fight of the warrant is, that Ceſar 
had deceiv'd him, with the political view, juſt 
inſinuated to him by Caſius, and that he 
could not be the ſon of a man, who had 
commiſſioned a ſoldier to murder him. But 
as to any ideas of a perſonal reſentment, or 
revenge, I know not what could betray your 
critics, to dream of a motive ſo wide of his 
true one, after reading the behaviour of Bru- 
tus, in the ſcene that immediately follows, 
between Lim and Ceſar! And, when they 
fancied, that Brutus ought not to have be- 
lieved Cz/cr, capable of ſo mean an action, 
they forgot, how well Brutus was acquaint- 
ed with the hand-writing, he ſaw to the 
warrant; and that Caſſius, and the Senators 
preſent, had juſt taken it out of the pocket 
of an officer of Cæſar, aſſaulting the garden 
of Brutus, and ſeizing and confining his 
wife, for ſecuring the purpoſe, expreſſed in 
that <varrant ! What kind of facts would be 
proofs, deſerving credit from Brutus, if ſuch 
glaring ones are too weak to convince him? 
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Ir was eaſy for judges (too much in haſte 
to think twice) to cry out - Ceſar was blind 
rather than brave, when he lighted ir- 
mations of a purpoſe to murder him, and re- 
fuſed even to look into a liſt of the conſpira- 
tors names; but ſuch gudges can be little ac- 
quainted with the character of Cæſar, who 
ſuppoſe this conduct z7probable. Numerous 
paſſages, in the Roman hiſtorians, make it 
not only Likely, but proper. After which, 
what need have I to trouble myſelf with ex- 


plaining ſome other very obvious juſtifica- 


tions of his negligence, at the time here al- 
luded to? — He might believe the report, 
though he ſeemed to deſpiſe it, wiſely chu- 
ſing a future, and more private enquiry into 
particulars ; not ſuſpecting the plot was ſo 
ripe, as to be ready for execution, in a mo- 
ment; and diſdaining to ſhew a fear of aſ- 
ſaſſins, when he was juſt ſtepping into the 
Senate; and while the devoted Ploians of 
his party, aw'd the ſtreets of all Rome, in his 
fayour. 


Bur, certainly, the u weak of all criti- 


ciſius is that, which accuſes the Tragedy, for 


making Portia and Calplurnia of abfolute 
G 2 | necellity 
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neceſſity to the di/ireſs of the fable ; becauſe 
they do not appear to have been ſo, to that 
of the hiſtory. Tis a comfort, however, 
that a Poet, of theſe gentlemen's making, 
would be favourably taſked with 2nvention : 
but, for the ſake of plain truth, I would aſk 
them, what, without invention, is poetry ? 
and what writer of rhymes has not heard, 
that /uppoitions, not directly contradicted by 
hi/lory, are not only allowable to dramatical 
writers, but that (where probable in them- 


ſelves, and increaſing the dreſs of the ſtory) 
they are the /oul and ſupport of all Tragedy, 


and of indiſpenſable uſe and neceſſity. 


AND thus, Sir, have I forced myſelf to 
conſider a collection of cenſures, too raſh to 
deſerve the refuting; and, eſpecially, ſince 
it had not the merit of your approbation, 
but was ſent me, in compliance with the re- 
queſt I had made in my laſt. What a pro- 
ſpect, in the interim, has poor Tragedy, 
with nine tenths of an audience may be cri- 
tics, of the ſame extent of good-nature and 
genius with theſe wiſe gentlemen, who have 
been ſacrificing the reputation of their parts 
to the moſt viſible gratification of their 
malice — am ſo 55 ick of the thought, that 

I beg 
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I beg you to ſhorten a trouble (which has 
accidentally, and without my having any the 
leaſt ſhare in the guilt, been thrown upon 
you, by the manager of the Play-houſe) and, 
if he will not agree to bring on the Tragedy, 
without hefitation, alteration, or difficulty, 
diſcharge yourſelf of the burthen, by ſend- 
ing it back, to my ſon's lodgings in town, 
at Mr. Pink's, in St. Alban's Street, for, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
Fai thiful bumble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


G 3 To 
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To Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Nov. 9, 1740. 
SIR, 
HE incloſed has boon kept back, as 
you will ſee by the date, in apprehen- 
ſion, that new difficulties, arifing from ſome 
great princes deaths, might make a change 
in the intereſts of their ſurvivors, I venture 
to ſend it, however, becauſe I would wil- 
lingly flatter myſelf, that, from the hint it 
contains, ſomething, either now or hereaf- 
ter, may be ſtruck out, in the courſe of your 
meaſures. 


IAM far from not knowing the reſpect, 
that is due to your character, though I have 
taken the liberty to write to you, without 
ſubſcribing my real name, It was from a 
dread I lay under, that, as men's minds are 
too narrowly meaſured, ſometimes, by their 
— fortunes, I might have been miſtaken, for 
one of thoſe reaſoning leeches, who, ſticking 
faſt to a great man's proſperity, think they 
hide, under pretence of embracing hs inte- 
reſt, a mean and ſcandalous regard to 7herr 
en: yet, Sir, if you can condeſcend, now 

and 
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and then, to weigh a private addreſs of this 
ſort, as it offers occaſionally, from the final 
and unaffected retreat of a man, neither de- 
ſiring, not deſerving, that you ſhould have 
the trouble to know, or to thank him, you 
need only order it to be ſaid, in the Gazerte, 
that V Z may go on with his purpoſe. 


Bur, though I have this reaſon for con- 
cealing my name, I will be known to you, 
by the faith of my ſentiments. Allow me, 
therefore, your pardon, if I ſo far fall in 
with the general complaint of your enemies, 
as to regret, that your nilitary deſigns ſhould 
appear to be executed, in a manner too faint 
for the ſpirit that forms them. At the ſame 
time, I diſcern, and deteſt the unſeaſonable 
ſtrong current of malice, that bears aſide 
your reſolution, from the bold open courſe 
(and, if Y ry may be truſted, the ſafe one) 
to your own triumph, as well as to that of 
your country. Only ſuffer me, Sir, to re- 
mind you, that while the pa/ons of men 
are held alarmed, by expectation of events, 
waich promiſe glory to the public, they are, 
too intenſely diverted to receive the impreſ- 
ſions of Faction. But then, if a hope ſo in- 
flamed and diverted, looks with. praiſe and 

——8 4 good 
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good-will toward a miniſter, the phlegm of 


a contrary council, giving leiſure to men's 
fears, and their envy, turns their rage and re- 
proach the fame way, and accumulates all 
the odium of every diſlike to the account of 
him, who ſtands higheft in the adminiſtra- 
tion. I know there ore dangers in proſpect, 
from the ect of unſucceſsful attempts ; but 


theſe are, by no means, of equal impor- 


tance with the double triumph you ſecure, by 
good. fortune. There have, indeed, been in- 
Hances, (where every undertaking, miſcar- 
rying by a viſible want of good conduct, as 
was the caſe of the favourite duke of Bucking- 
ham, in the reign of King Charles the firſt) 
that everlaſting ſucceſſi an of defeats and diſ- 
graces abroad, produced fatal domeſtic ill 


conſequences ; ; but the genius of ſuch a mi- 


niſter can deſerve no compariſon, at preſent. 
You, Sir, will, in a moment, call into your 
memory, ſtronger and juſter examples, in 
war, where all remembrance of unpopular 
lengths, not only of z/|-luck, but ill conduct, 
has been efaced and forgotten, for ever, upon 
the er vent of one fortunate action. 


AND this is more frequent, in England, 
than any where elſe ; becauſe there is ſuch 
| | Over- 
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over- animated precipitation of purpoſe, in 
the impatienee of our national courage, that, 
among all our princes and miniſters, thoſe 
few have been deareſt, who choſe to be al- 
ways attempting on the enemy, rather than 
providing and preventing; with a forecaſt, 
2wiſer, perhaps, in reality, but which has 
ſeemed 7oo faint a good quality, to ſuit with 
the genzus of a turbulent people, 


Yer, God forbid you ſhould ſlacken the 
caution you find to be neceſſary; and, of 
which it is impoſſible to retain too much, 
except in the air of your conduct. If I am 
at all acquainted with men's paſſions, you 
will weaken and diſconcert your ofppoſers by 
nothing, ſo fuddenly, as by ſpeaking and 
acting (concerning the war) with alacrity. 
— It would difarm and confound ha their 
ſyſtem, to ſee you puſhing on the public pro- 
penſity. They have affirmed it to be none 
of your war : how engaging then would it 
be, to adopt the favourite child of the people 
They, who love you, what pleaſure would 
they not take, in explaining you into. the 
hearts of the publick. — You had no longer a 
will of your own, when you found it diffe- 
rent from that of your country: you pro- 

ceeded, 
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ceeded, indeed, with precaution, and per- 
mitted it to be called fear, by your enemies; 
though, when preparations for war would 
be ſafe, they muſt, of neceſſity, ſeem too 
flow and deliberate. The execution now 
comes on, in its turn, let them, from that, 
expect the proof of your daring. No Miniſ- 
ter, a deſpiſer of peace, can deſerve to act in 
truſt in a /tate, that depends upon traffick ; 
much leſs does he merit the henour, if his 
patience can be ſtretched into tameneſs. Fo- 
reign enemies will be taught, to their cot, 
from what motive they derived their impu- 
nity : you but waited fit means, and fit time, 


for chaſtiſing their make of your ſpirit. 


They have gone on to provoke us, 'till it was 
no longer a prudence to ſpare them. Let 
them now fee! the ſtrength they nulted. 


Such izſinuations as theſe, would be liſtened 


to, and believed, when you pleaſe, and pro- 
duce a ſure and a glorious good conſequence. 
— Fire the ſouls of brave men, in their 
pride, and you will ſoon have their hearts, " MM 
your ſervice. What would I not give, for 
that reaſon, to ſee, in the ſpeeches, at the 
opening of a ſeſſion, ſome of thoſe ſpirited 
' ſhort flaſhes of majefly, whereby Queen EL1- 
ZABETH inflamed parliament and people! 

Some 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 91 


Something, properly and peculiarly, Bug- 
liſh An open warmth. of atteſted affedtion 
for the ſubjef that attracts the reſpect it 
profeſſes ; and ſomething too, that, aſſerting 
a conſciouſneſs of the courage, fame, and 
power of the nation, might imply a delight, 
in its glory, Would to God, the fatigues 
you are engroſſed by, left your memory at 
leiſure to reflect on the force of theſe little 
arts of condeſcention, in princes ! how they 
have dwelt upon men's tongues and affetions, 
and, by tempering ideas of awe, with a mix- 
ture of the more kind and endearing, ſhewn 
a KiNs, in the mild light of a father, at 
once the guide, and the friend of his people. 


I Have often longed, Sir, to be ſhooting 
towards you, a few of theſe fool's idle bolts, 
upon popular occaſions, which I thought I 
diſcerned in your intereſt ; but it was pru- 
dent, I believe, to forbear it, there being no- 
thing more likely, than for a 0 buſy good- 
will, to have been iſconſtrued, as a mean- 
ing 700 low, for my mentioning; or, if ſecu- 
red, by your penetration, from any miſtake 
of that kind, yet opinions, unaſeed, can be 
received but as civil impertinences. Beſides, 
a man, who really, and without affectation, 


deſpiſe 
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deſpiſes thoſe views from his ſoul, which are 


commonly conſidered as the /tronge/? tempta- 
tions in life, ſhould be cautious of giving be 
great an inducement, to ſuſpect him a poacher 
for ſome pitiful hare in their happineſs, while, 
in truth, he condoles their diſquiet. I have 
nothing to ſay, in excuſe, but that, though 
in willing retreats from the world, the inte- 
reſts and paſſions of men ought to go with 
them, and ſtay in oſcurity, yet, their reaſon 
and humanity ſhould be often looking back 
to the public, or they will be in danger of 
Forgetting their duty. 


Grve me leave, therefore, to be, upon 
principles, not at all the leſs active, becauſe 
' independant, 


Sir, 
Your voluntary Well-wifher, 


And unknown humble & ervant, 


JA 


To 
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To Mr. Popers, 


Nov. hs 1740. 


SIR, 

I'VE me leave to obſerve, that you 

do ſome injuſtice to my motive, when 
you call it only the poſſible future happineſs 
of the gentleman it regarded. If it had not 
been his certain future happineſs (ſpeaking 
always with exception to the current of hu- 
man contingencies) I ſhould never have 
thought it a gift worth my offering, or the 
regard of his acceptance, for whom it was 
purpoſed. 


ABouT five years ago, the Soard f trade, 
by order of the Houſe of Lords, laid before 
them a ſtate of the plantations, wherein, 
ſpeaking of Bermudas (if I add a letter more, 
than your brother allows in his map, it is 
only, 'till I learn why he changed the old 
name for a better) when (I ſay) the Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations come to 
ſpeak of Bermudas, they affirm, that they 
have reaſon for concluding it practicable, to 
produce there, the wine which is made in 


Madeira ; and which, (they might have 
added) 
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added) being the chief draught of our co- 
lonies, is in demand, to ſuch extenfive de- 


gree, that Barbadbes alone pays for it, to 


the amount of about 30, ooo J. yearly. 


Tux board of trade recommending this 
deſign to the Lords, as the beſt adapted im- 
provement. for an iſland, whereof one of 
your.. brothers . (hereditary ſecretary, as I 
may call him, to that board) is, at preſent, 
the Governor, I concluded, there was nobody 
ſo properly qualified, for reducing their 
ſcheme into practice, as another of your bro- 
thers, who, in order to make that pleaſante/? 
ſituation on earth become alſo the Happieſt, 
can want nothing but the knowledge, how, 
at an eaſy expence, to eſtabliſh' an eſtate 
there,. (within two or three years time, at 
fartheſt) which would have lifted him 
above all the promiſing proſpects he 1%; 


and gone on to increaſe to a degree, tis 


now needleſs to mention. 


Tr1s, Sir, was my motive for defiring to 
know, whether that gentleman was retired 
to Bermudas. Had he been there, I would 
have enabled him to carry the board of 
trade's hint, into immediate and effectual exe- 


cution, | 
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cution, being, I believe, more capable of 
doing it, than moſt men in England, where 
we are ſadly defective in whatever relates to 


a vineyard ; every circumſtance whereof, I 


had opportunities from experience. abroad, 
and long and obſtinate meditation, at home, 
to know, both in practice and theory. And, 


as I have lately inſtructed my ſor: to ſucceed 


here, in an affair of like nature, which our 


nation has for-many years been attempting 


in vain, it came into my thoughts, how great 


uſe the ſame {kill might have been of to 


your brother, with reſpe& to the colonies 


abroad, if he had, as I fancied he had, been 


Invited to fix in the Bermudas. In this view, 


I had no kind of intereſt, but hie, and the a- 


tions: my own affairs incline a very dif- 


ferent way, and 1 myſelf (I thank God) 
above the bad proſpect, which both enemies 
and friends ſeem to have imagined my for- 
tune reduced to, from a retirement, which 
was much more the effect of my knowing 
the world, than of any want of capacity to 


maintain my ground in it. I am, with 


great truth and friendſhip, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


A. HILI. 


Tg 
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To William Porprx, Eq; 
Nov. 30, 1740 

DEAR SIR, | 
1 SHALL begin my remarks on the affair 
of Bermudas, with a declaration, that I 
think it, by no means adviſeable, for your 
brother, to wait the opinion of people on 
the ſpot ; for, except loſs of time, he has 
nothing to hope from perſons, who them- 
ſelves conceive nothing. Why elſe, have 


they been ſeated a century in a place ſo 


adapted by nature, and yet had no notion at 
all of an improvement, that puſhed itſelf on 
their notice. They have humbly contented 
themſelves to be carriers of the wines of Ma- 
deira, to our American plantations, without 
ever reflecting, that their own z/land lay in 


one and the ſame line of latitude; both 1 in 


32 degrees almoſt exactly. 


Ir you had accuſtomed yourſelf to con- 
verſe with planters and traders, on deſigns 
for making changes in commerce, you would 
never have expected newlights, from the effect 
of thoſe men's thoughts or experience. Our 


mother country, God bleſs her, among the 
reſt 
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reſt of her rights and immunities, has had 
the privilege, from time immemorial, to de- 
clare and believe, all things 7mpra&icable, till 


they have been proved eaſy, by the adven- 
tures of others. No free-born Engliſh inha- 


bitant of Jamaica had a faith, that was ſup- 
ple enough to allow coffee could grow in 
that iſland : their reſiſting underſtandings, 
before they could ſubmit to be ſtretched to 
that length of conceſſion, found it neceſſary 
to be taught, that this was not a ſilly propo- 
fal, by ſeeing it undertaken with ſucceſs, by 
the French, who lived under their noſes. 
Then, indeed, like the four-footed ſupport- 
ers of our woollen manufacture, they troop- 
ed quietly after their leaders. 


I nave, for above twenty years paſt, been 
perſuading a wooden head, or two, in the 
South of Carolina, to procure ſugar canes, 
from ſome of the lands, and plant them in 
thoſe deep rich flats, near their rivers, where 
no length of time could impair the fertility 
of the ſoil, but it would throw up the canes 
from ſeven to nine years together, from one 
root, without annual replantings and dung- 
ings, Which, in Barbadoes, and other worn- 
out plantations, make their ſugars coſt three 

8 times 
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times the money they did, at firſt planting. 
i They judged this a chimerical hope ; ſome 
i had planted a dozen of canes, (and with 
i great care and caution no doubt |) and theſe 
wiſe men had declared Carolina too cold. —lIt 
had now and then hard winters, and /#gar- 
canes muſt be killed by the rot. I appeal, 
if for a manifeſt proof of the contrary, to Ma- 
5 deora, (in a latitude, a degree or two, more 
| north) where they make as good ſugar as any 
in the world, and where we are told by the 
Portugueſe writers themſelves, that, before 
i the canes were tranſplanted to the mellower 
deep ſoils of Brazz/, their king's fifth of Ma- 
deira ſugar from a ſpace of ground, about 
nine miles in circuit, came to fxty thouſand 
arrobes, of each 25 pound in weight. I ad- 
ded, beſides, that the Turks make much ſu- 
gar in Egypt ; nay, in Candia, five or ſix de- 
ji | grees to the northward of South Carolina; 
„ that it grows very freely, in Morocco, and 
even in Grenada, in Spain; and to compleat 
(as one would have thought) their encou- 
nrragement, I told them, where there are ſe- 
ven or eight proſperous ſugar plantations, in 
wintry a country as Sicily, ſeven degrees 
to the north of their own. But, I ought to 
have ſpared all my pains; they remain 
wiſely 
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' wiſely convinced, to this day, that Carolina 
is no country for ſugar : and ſo they will 
continue to think, 'till ſome Frenchman 
of the ſettlements at their back, makes it a 
common return, from thoſe colonies; and then 
we ſhall have them gravely petitioning the 
Parliament, for ſome aid, in relief of their 
gnorance. 


I REPEAT, therefore, my advice, that, 
without ſtaying for the opinion of the Ber- 
mudians, your brother, (from whoſe map of 
our American plantations, I conclude him 
thoroughly a judge of their ſituation and na- 
tural advantages) would conſult only the 
rational foundation of his purpoſe. He 
cannot, however, here at home, want op- 
portunities, to enquire, of ſome ative of 
Bermudas, whether vines are not common, 
and eaſily raiſed, in that iſland? — Let him 
look into the lateſt and beſt approved writers, 
ſuch as Colonel Beverley's, and TJoncs's ac- 
counts of Virginia; or Lawwſon's and Cateſcy's 
natural hiſtories of Carolina; he will ſee, 
that not only the 0/4 vines, in thoſe provin- 
ces, over-run and encumber the ſl, fo as 
that ſome of theſe authors have nat thought 
it extravagant, to affirm, very ſeriouſly, 


H 2 that 


among them. The truth is, they want Y 
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that they have gathered, from one ſingle 
vine, when it has 'run up round a tree, as 
many grapes as would have haded a London 
cart. I make uſe of Colonel Beverley's ver- 
bal expreſſion ; who, in the ſame place, de- 
clares further, that /ips or cuttings of vines, 
brought from Europe, being planted in Vir- 
ginia, in the ſpring, produce grapes, in the 
autumn of that very ſame year they are 
planted. And I myſelf have ordered expe- 
riments to be made, in Carolina, whence I 
have reaſon to affirm, they ſay nothing, in 
the extraordinary inſtances above, which 1s 


not ſtrictly correſpondent with the truth, 
by experzence. 


You will wonder, ſince grapes are of fo 
eaſy a growth, in thoſe countries, what un- 
enterprizing devil has poſſeſſed the inbabi- 
tants, that wine is not a flaple commodity 


and philoſophy, Their glebe having never 
been weakened by culture, retains too rich 
and too o a rancour. — Hence the fleſh of 
their grapes is too clammy, and, inſtead of a 
free fluid liquor, emits, in the preſſing, a 
juice of a ropy conſiſtence, like jelly, mixed 
with a fibrous and pulpy coarſe ſubſtance, 

| that 
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that floats up and down in the liquor —And 
the natural heat of thoſe latitudes exciting a 
rapid and ſtrong fermentation, this exceſs, in 
the ferment, is increaſed by the foulneſs of 
too turbid a mu/t; ſo that, before it can cla- 
r:fy, it works itſelf acid. 


As they want a conception of the cauſe of 
this fault, they. are ſure to fall ſhort of its 
remedy. They ought to dig vaults, and 
therein let down cloſe-covered fermenting 
backs, deep into the ground, where the air 
would be cooled, and kept temperate. — In 
theſe backs, their bruiſed grapes, after tread- 
ing or breaking, ſhould lie five or fix, or 
more days, before prefling ; during which 
time, the „ins, fermenting and ſoaking to- 
gether, with the muſt, would, by effect of 
their fartarous ſalt, mixing with, and rarify- 
ing the o:ly tenacity of the juice, ſeparate the 
w:ney part from the fleſhy, and give thannefs 
and fluidity to the liquor, ſo that being after- 
wards preſſed out in hair bags, and put ine 
into the ſame backs, to work, the fermenta- 
tion would ſtop, at its due point of time, and 
the wine be rich, lively and durable. 
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I come now to remark an advantage or 
two, that vineyards in Bermudas would have 


beyond thoſe in Madeira; even though we 


ſuppoſe the prime coſt to the buyer, the ſame 
in both iſlands; as, indeed, it muſt be, if the 
Engliſh improvers would ſecure a demand for 
their product. Many Bermudas ſloops are 
employed to fetch wine from Madeira, and 
to carry it afterwards, and ſell it, at our ſugar 
iſlands. All this courſe to Madeira will be 
ſaved, when they can take in their loading 
at home, and ſail directly away to their mar- 
ket. This is one of the remarks ; — another 
is a ſtill greater ſaving, in the duty upon ex- 
portation now paid to the Portugueſe at Ma- 
deira; and which would t be paid for 
wine, of the growth of Bermudas. — And a 
third is, that the Madeira wine of Bermudas 
will be „ner, and more ſaleable, beyond all 
compariſon, than that of Madeira itſelf; 
and becauſe this may found ſtrange, I will 
make it evident, in as few words as poſſible. 


The Portugueſe, as a check to the fore- 


mentioned aptneſs, in their wines, to grow 
eager (not having the uſe of that natural re- 
medy I have juſt been deſcribing) put in a 

conſiderable 
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conſiderable proportion of lime: (they call 
it Gieſſo, from Gypſum, burnt plaſtre, or ala- 
baſter.) — Hereby, indeed, they break the 


coherence of too roapy a mit, and introduce 


an alcaline balance, that may reſiſt an acid 


tendency, in the courſe of the ferment : but 
then, on the other fide, Ine, (as we ſee, in 
the-refining of ſugars) abſorbs and deſtroys 
vegetable oi, which give vines all their 
odour and flavour; leaving a hot, and burnt 
taſte, in their room, that requires very long 
keeping, extraordinary ag:tation in the caſe, 
and, ſometimes, a too warm and improper 
expoſure, before it can throw off a 7wang, 
that is diſagreeable, at firſt, to all palates. 
The wearing out of this 74e, in ſome mea- 
ſure, by. inceſſant commotions at ſea, is the 
true cauſe of that difference, fo often obſer- 
ved, in favour of Madeira wines, carried firſt 
to cur colomes, and then brought back to 
England, compared with thoſe, which come 
over directly from Madeira to London. 


I Have only had room, in this letter, to 
ſhew, why Bermudas is fitter than Madeira, 
to produce a e, which our colonies con- 
ſume, in immoderate quantities; as alſo, 
why it might there be made cheaper, and 
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better ; to which I have added the ſhort and 
plain reaſon, why they, who in our Ameri- 


can plantations, have, hitherto, gone about 
to make wine, have miſcarried ; — and, in 


my next, (if your brother deſires to ſee 
more on the ſubject) I deſign to ſnew him 
how he may, and at what expence, and with 
what cautions, procure, plant, and manage 
the vines; and how, at a charge of about 
500 J. yearly, at moſt, he may make and ſell 
wine enough, annually, to obtain an almoſt 
immediate and noble eſtate, without human 
likelihood of miſcarriage, 


Tx1s is the general view of the ſcheme ; 
if your brother inclines to attempt it, I ſhall, 


with frankneſs and pleaſure, give him light, 
in the remaining particulars, being truly and 


diſintereſtedly his, and, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 
And affectionate Servant, 


A, Hitt, 
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To Mr. PorPLE. 


Dec. 8, 1740. 


DAR SIR, 
1 W1LL conclude (though you did not de- 


clare it) that you ſent me your Bermu- 
das objections, againſt vineyards, in . that 
iſland, as a juſtification of my advice, that no 
ſtreſs ſhould be laid on plantation opinions. 
This gentleman, by the character you give 
him, ſhould be one of the wiſeſt among 
them; and yet, how unweighed and miſta- 


ken his reaſonings appear, upon this ſubject, 
it will ſurpriſe you to ſee, when you ſift 
them.—The cauſe is, our American plant- 
ers are accuſtomed to tread in a track : ve 


many of them have excellent parts, but they 


confine them to one point of view; and 
whatever ariſes on the right or left ſide of 


their road, they take care to mou by, as a 


project. 


Iłr is no new thing, to find men of good 


ſenſe, when reſtrained by theſe narrow im- 


preſſions, ſupporting falſe facts, by falſe 


reaſonings. But how ſtrange an opinion is 


that of your gentleman, that, in places, 
where 
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where plants are not of the natural growth 
of the ſoil, they ſtand in need of more 
warmth in the latitude !. According to this 
way of reaſoning, Engliſh ſaffron, as it was 
brought us, originally, from Spain, muſt be 
inferior in value, to the Spanſh; and yet, 
who does not know, that the quite con- 
trary fact is the true one? Compare the 
ſugars of Barbadoes with thoſe of Jamaica; 
the firſt iſland is five full degrees to the 
South from the latter! but are its ſugars, 
for that reaſon, the hetter? On the contra- 
ry, they are ſo notedly worſe, as to ſell 
cheaper, from four to fix ſhillings per hun- 
dred, notwithſtanding their nearer approach 
to the ſun. It is the difference in Hill, and 
not latitude, that gives one place a reputa- 
tion for products, which are falſely ſuppo- 


ſed unattainable in others, becauſe leſs fa- 
vourable ſeated. 
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yi As to what your friend has informed you 
of coffee, I am afraid, he is doubly miſtaken : 
0 1ſt, imagining it grows but in thoſe parts of 
i Arabia, about Mocha, from whence tis ex- 
1 ported, and finding the latitude there to be 
i fix or ſeven degrees warmer than Jamaica, 
x he imputes to that difference the ſuppoſed 
0 inferiority 


inferiority of our coffee forced, as he calls it, 
in the laſt ſituation: whereas the coffee of 
the ſoils about Mocha, is inferior, both in 
flavour and oel ght, to that which they ga- 


ther, for the Turkiſh conſumption, in the 


upper Arabias, as far back, as to 24 degrees, 
and ſome of it even a good deal to the 
north of the tropic. This is one miſtake in 
the gentleman: another is, that he declares 
the Jamaica attempt to have failed, whereas 
it is yet in the dawn of its infancy. One 
fact I can tell you, from my own late expe- 
rience; I drank much finer coffee, in 
France, of their new Martinique production, 
than any that I ever taſted in London, im- 
ported in the ſhips of our Eaſt India com- 
pany ; and, fince Jamaica was humble e- 
nough, to wait for a trial of this growth, 
'till ſhe could filch it from the French, in 
her neighbourhood, I hope, we are not leſs 


able to copy, than willing to ſteal our ex- 
amples. 


ANOTHER remark of your friend's, which 
I muſt not omit to take notice of, is, that 
the Bermudians have ſent ſeveral times for 
French Vignerons to inſtruct them; and, 
becauſe theſe did not ſucceed, in attempts 


0 
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to make wine, the den muſt of courſe, 
be impracticable. 


The people, in Virginia, for theſe hun- 
dred and fifty years paſt, ever ſince Capt. 
Smith's firſt account of their ſettlement, 
have been blundering, again and again, into 
the fame groundleſs hope with Bermudas, 
that Frenchmen are the only men for a vine- 
yard: not reflecting, that, if they needs 
muſt borrow help from a foreigner, a Spa- 
niard would have made the beſt vigneron, 
for a latitude ſo approaching his own; 
whereas the wine countries of France, ly- 
ing at a medium, about 48 north, fuch a 
difference, as 16 degrees, in the latitude, 

producing a proportionable diſagreement of 
quality in the wines, each muſt require to 
be managed, in a method, the reverſe of 
the other. 


| Bur, becauſe a general refteftion, how- 
| i | ever natural and obvious, cannot carry ſuch 
= force of perſuaſion, as a particular deduction 
1 of the cauſe, I will explain, in what the dif- 
# ference conſiſts, between wines of a cli- 
ql mate, like that of Bermudas, and thoſe of a 
cold one, like France, After which, I ſhall 

need 
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need add no reaſons, why the one could not 
fail to be ſpoiled, by the ſame arts of manage- 

ment, that would preſerve and make per- 
fe& the other. 5 


EveRY wine, while in mu/t, is a heavy, 
ſweet, and unſpirited ſyrup : it is only from 
fermentation they acquire ffrength and vino- 
fity : fermentation of wines is the conffict 
between their vegetable 0:/s, and their ſalts, 
both diluted and rarified, by the action of 
their internal air, that, having been ſhut 
up, by a clammy coheſion, in the pulp of 
the fruit, recovers its ſpring and liquidity, 
expanding itſelf by aid of warmth, relea- 
ſing, and interſecting, by its ag:tation, the 
unactively coagulated contraries, and re- 
uniting them with the watery medium, 
they float in, into a lively and ſpirited wine; 
whereof the perfection conſiſts in a balance, 
exactly preſerved, between the hard and 


auſtere ſaline part, and the ſweet and odo- 
riferous ozly, 


Now, in grapes of too northern a cli- 
mate, the prevailing exceſs is the ſalt, 
whereas, in thoſe of a ſunnier country, the 
oils are the abounding diſtinction. In the 

firſt 
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' firſt, the taſte is dry, ſharp, and quick, (as 
- in Rheniſh) — In the ſecond, it is flat, ſoft, 
and heavy, (as in Malmſies.) — Either of 
theſe two, ſtanding in need of aid of the 
other, the utmoſt accompliſhment of wine 
is an equal proportion of borh, whereby the 
pungent ſapidity of the ſalts ſerves to enliven 
and ſtimulate the in, and the rich racy 
fulneſs of the - oz/s, to enſheath and give 
ſmoothneſs to the ſalfs : and hence it will 
neceſſarily follow, that a Frenchman, in 
whoſe climate the wines, being hard and 
unripened, require an opening and expan- 
ſion of their ois, muſt mſmanage the too 
. ripe, and thick wines of a climate, where a 
want of thoſe ſalts is the defect, and any 
further extenſion of oil, which already a- 
bound to exceſs, will be ſure to corrupt the 
rank muſt, and make it ropy, unſound, and 


"Rus 


You will gather, from this little re- 
mark, the extent of the Bermudas philoſo- 
phy ; where, inſtead of comprehending the 
kind diſpoſition of nature, (that, in mixing 
green grapes, on the fame bunches with 
ripe ones, prepares but a tartar to temper 


the luſcious exceſs of the oils) they con 
this 


this, as an unſurmountable ob/tacle. And, 
no doubt, the wiſe Frenchmen they ſent for, 
took no ordinary pains to miſcarry, by preſ- 
ſing (as they were uſed to do at home) no 
bunches, but the full-ripe, and picked ones; 
and it was this care, that confounded their 


purpoſe. 


I am really a little aſhamed, that I can't 
find ſome one of the gentleman's thoughts, 
to agree with. As he is your friend, it is a 
civility, I confeſs, to be due to him; and I 
wiſh'd but opportunity of paying it readily. 
But, Iam ſo unfortunate, as to fall under a 
neceſſity, even of diſ-allowing his only, I 
think, remaining objection; — that the 
land being narrow, the ſea-air has a noxious 

effe& on the vines. I could wiſh, in re- 
ſpect to this gentleman, that I did not know, 
half ſo well as I do, that the ſweeteſt, beſt 
taſted, and moſt plentiful bearers, among 
the natural wild vines of America, (I ſpeak 
of the northern continent only) are thoſe, 


which grow on the ſand banks, all along the 


ſea coaſts of our colonies — that the be/? 
wines of France are in the marſhes of Xan- 
toigne, where they make ſalt from ſea-water ; 
— and, that the iche Palm. avi nes, of the 


Canaries 
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Canaries degenerate into the diy and green 
kinds, when the vines, that produce them, 


are tranſplanted to any place, above a mile 
or two from the bore of thoſe Nandi. 


Upon the whole, Sir, when I diſſwaded 
you, from ſabmitting your thoughts to the 
Bermudians, it was with view to excite a 
more noble enquiry ; — an enquiry but from 
reaſon and nature; yet, I am far from a 
wiſh, to reſtrain your aſking what advice 
you think fit, on my reaſonings; whoſe de- 
ſign being no benefit to myſelf, I have no 
private reſerves, in my meaning. I would 
rather court oppoſition of argument, than 
have you cautious of declaring my ſenti- 
ments. Every ſolid and honeft propoſal will 
appear but the more what it is, by how 
much the more tis examined; — and, ſhould 
any miſtake of my own receive correction, 
from ſome candid objector, it will obHge me 
much more, by increaſing my knowledge, 
than it can mortify me, by expoſing my 
weakneſs. 


War ſhall I ſay to you, concerning 
that incomprehenſible talking ſhade, of the 
Theatre! Only be ſo good as to give him 

no 
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no more ret, than God has given him 
manners and wiſdom, 


Ixus thank you, for your Play-houſe 
news of Mrs. Weoffington, I could wiſh in 


my heart, it were Offington; for, what dog 
would not bark at the V ! — May ſhe ſuc- 


ceed to the height of your wiſhes ! She 
could never have appeared at a time, when 
we wanted her more. And, as to the 
Sharps at the top of her voice, ſhe need 
only deſcend to grow muſical. 


IN the next letter I write, I will go on 
with the ſubje& I broke off, at the cloſe of 
my laſt. I had done it in this, but that 
your freight from Bermudas required to be 
looked into, and ſorted, before 1 could judge 
of its value, Believe me, dear Sir, with all 
truth and affection, 


Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


A. Hit, 


Vol. II, I To 
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To the Editor of PAMELA. 


DEAR SIR, 


7 OU have agreeably deceiv'd me into a 
ſurprize, which it will be as hard to 
expreſs, as the beauties of PAMELA. Tho 
I open'd this powerful little piece with more 
expectation, than from common deſigns, of 
like promiſe, becauſe it came from your 
hands, for my daughters, yet, who could 
have dreamt, he ſhould find, under the mo- 
deſt diſguiſe of a novel, all the ſoul of religion, 
good- breeding, diſcretion, good-nature, wit, 
fancy, fine thought, and morality ? — I have 
done nothing but read it to others, and hear 
others again read it to me, ever fince it 
came into my hands ; and I find, I am likely 
to do nothing elſe, for I know not how long 
yet to come: becauſe, if I lay the book 
down, it comes after me — When it has 
dwelt all day long upon the ear, it takes 
poſſeſſion, all night, of the fancy — It has 
witchcraft in every page of it: but it is 
the witchcraft of paſſion and meaning. 
Who is there, that will not deſpiſe the falſe, 


empty pomp of the poets, when he obſerves- 
. in 


* 
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In this little, unpretending, mild triumph of 
rc, the whole force of invention and 
W-cnius, creating new powers of emotion, 
F ind tranſplanting ideas of pleaſure into that 
Winweeded low garden the heart, from the 
ry and ſharp ſummit of reaſon ? 


= Yer, I confeſs there is one in the world, 
of whom I think with ſtill greater reſpect, 
Khan of PAMELA : and that is of the Author 
; of PAMELA — Pray who 1s he, dear Sir ? 
End where, and how, has he been able to 


hide, hitherto, ſuch an incircling and all- 


| naſtering ſpirit ? He poſſeſſes every quality, 


What art could have charm'd by: yet, has 


Went it to, and conceal'd it in, nature — The 
Wcomprehenſiveneſs of his imagination muſt 


Wis diminutive mere grain of muſtard-ſeed, 


(a poor girl's little, innocent ſtory) into a 
1 4 Safes of that heaven, which the beſt 


. df good books has compar'd it to — All 
the paſſions are his, in their moſt cloſe and 
ſbitracted receſſes: and by ſelectin g the moſt 
Wdclicate, and yet at the ſame time moſt pow- 


Ind manage, the heart, he moves us, every- 


| 3 with the force of a 7 . 


Z de truly prodigious ! — It has ſtretch'd out 
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To the Editor of PAMELA. 


DAR SIR, 


O U have agreeably deceiv'd me into a 
ſurprize, which it will be as hard to 
expreſs, as the beauties of PAMELA. Tho' 
I open'd this powerful little piece with more 
expectation, than from common deſigns, of 
like promiſe, becauſe it came from your 
hands, for my «daughters, yet, who could 
have dreamt, he ſhould find, under the mo- 
deſt diſguiſe of a novel, all the ſoul of religion, 
good- breeding, diſcretion, good- nature, wit, 
fancy, fine thought, and morality? — I have 


done nothing but read it to others, and hear 


others again read it to me, ever ſince it 
came into my hands; and I find, I am likely 
to do nothing elſe, for I know not how long 
yet to come: becauſe, if I lay the book 
down, it comes after me — When it has 
dwelt all day long upon the ear, it takes 
poſſeſſion, all night, of the fancy — It has 
witchcraft in every page of it: but it 1s 


the witchcraft of paſſion. and meaning. 
Who is there, that will not deſpiſe the falſe, 


empty pomp of the poets, when he obſerves 
& in 
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3 in this little, unpretending, mild triumph of 
iature, the whole force of invention and 
| genius, creating new powers of emotion, 
Hand tranſplanting ideas of pleaſure into that 
Junweeded low garden the heart, from the 
W. ry and ſharp ſummit of reaſon ? 


WB Yer, I confeſs there is one in the world, 
Jof whom I think with ſtill greater reſpec, 
than of PAMELA : and that is of the Author 
Wot PauRLA— Pray who is he, dear Sir? 
Jand where, and how, has he been able to 
Whide, hitherto, ſuch an incircling and all- 
maſtering ſpirit ? He poſſeſſes every quality, 
that art could have charm'd by: yet, has 
lent it to, and conceal'd it in, nature — The 
comprehenſiveneſs of his imagination muſt 
be truly prodigious ! — It has ſtretch'd out 
this diminutive mere grain of muſtard-ſeed, 
(a poor girl's little, innocent ſtory) into a 
reſemblance of that heaven, which the beſt 
of good books has compar'd it to — All 
the paſſions are his, in their moſt cloſe and 
abſtracted receſſes: and by ſelecting the moſt 
delicate, and yet at the ſame time moſt pow- 
crful, of their ſprings, thereby to act, wind, 
and manage, the heart, he moves us, every- g 


where, with the force of a Tr agedy. : 
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WHAT is there, throughout the «yl: 
that I do not ſincerely admire — I admire, 
in it, the ſtrong diſtinguiſh'd variety, and pic- 
tureſque glowing likeneſs to /fe, of the cha- 
racters. I know, hear, ſee, and live among 
'em all; and, if I could paint, could re- 
turn you their faces. I admire in it, the no- 
ble ſimplicity, force, aptneſs, and truth of 
ſo many modeſt, œconomical, moral pru- 
dential, religious, fatirical, and cautionary 
l-ſſons ; which are introduc'd with ſuch 
ſeaſonable dexterity, and with fo poliſh'd 
and exquiſite a delicacy of expreſſion and 
ſentiment, that I am only apprehenſive, 
for the intereſts of virtue, leſt ſome of the 
fineſt, and moſt touching, of thoſe elegant 
ſtrokes of good-breeding, generoſity, and 
reflection, ſhould be loſt, under the too 
groſs diſcernment of an unfeeling majority 
of readers ; for whoſe coarſeneſs, however, 
they were kindly deſign'd, as the moſt uſe- 
ful and charitable correctives. 


OxE of the beſt judg'd peculiars, of the 
plan, is, that theſe inſtructions being con- 
vey'd, as in a kind of dramatical repreſen- 
tation, by thoſe beautiful ſcenes, her own 

letters 
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letters and journals, who acts the moſt mo- 
ving and ſuffering part, we feel the force in 
a threefold effect, —from the motive, the 
act, and the conſequence. 


BuT what, above all, I am charm'd with, 
is the amiable good-nature of the author ; 
who muſt, I am convinc'd, have one of the 
beſt, and moſt generous hearts, of mankind, 
becauſe miſ-meaſuring o r minds, by his 
wn, he can draw every thing to perfection 
but wickedneſs — I became inextricably in 
lade with this delightful defect of his ma- 
lice; for I found it owing to an exceſs in 
his honeſtly, Only obſerve, Sir, with what 
virtuous reluctance he complies with the 
demands of his ſtory, when he ſtands in 
Tho' 
his judgment compels him to mark 'em 
with diſagreeable colourings, ſo that they 
make an odious appearance at firſt, he can't 
forbear by an unexpected and gradual de- 


cline from themſelves, to ſoften and tranſ- 


mute all the horror conceiv'd for their baſe- 
neſs, till we are arriv'd, through inſenſible 
ſtages, at an. inclinatioa to forgive it in- 
tirely. | 
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I MvsT venture to add, without minc- 
ing the matter, what I really believe of this 
book — It will live on, thro' poſterity, 
with ſuch unbounded extent of good con- 
ſequences, that twenty ages to come may 
be the better and wiſer, for its influence. 
It will ſteal firſt imperceptibly, into the 
hearts of the young and the fender; where 
it will afterwards glide and moderate their 
reflections and reſolves, when grown older. 
And, ſo, a gradual moral ſunſhine, of un- 
auſtere and compaſſionate virtue, ſhall break 
out upon the world, from this TRIFLE (for 
ſuch, I dare anſwer for the author, his mo- 
deſty miſguides him to think it) No ap- 
plauſe therefore can be too high for ſuch 
merit. And let me abominate the contemp- 
tible reſerves of mean ſpirited men, who, 
while they but Veſitate their eſteem, with 
reſtraint, can be fluent and uncheck'd in 
their guvy — In an age ſo deficient in good- 
neſs, every ſuch virtue, as that of this au- 
thor, is a ſalutary angel in Sodom. And one, 
who could ſtoop to conceal a delight he re- 
ceives from the worthy, would be equally 
capable of ſubmitting to an approbation of 
the praiſe of the wicked, 


I was 
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I was thinking juſt now, as I return'd 
from a walk in the $720, on that old Roman 
policy, of exemptions in favour of men, 
who had given a few bodily children to the 
republic — What ſuperior diſtinction ought 
our country to find (but that policy and we 
are at variance) for reward of this father 
of millions of Mixps, which are to owe new 
formation to the future effect of his in- 
fluence ! 


Upo the whole, as I never met with fo 
pleaſing, ſo honeſt, and truly deſerving a 
book, I ſhould never have done, if I ex- 
plain'd all my reaſons for admiring its author, 
— If it is not a ſecret, oblige me ſo far, as 
to tell me his name for ſince I feel him 
the friend of my ſoul, it would be a kind of 
violation to pretend bim a ranger —I am 
not able to think you enough, for this 
highly acceptable preſent. And, as for my 
daughters, they have taken into their own 
hands the acknowledgement due from their 
gratitude. I am, 


Dear Sir, 


Dec. 17, 
1740. I 


Yours, &c. 
A, HiLr. 
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To Mr. PoPPLE. 


Dec. 18, 1740. 
1 (and, J hope, not in 


vain) that our friend, for whoſe ſervice 
I have been giving you ſo, otherwiſe, needleſs 
a trouble, ſhould reſolve on tranſporting 
the wine trade of Madeira to the weſt of the 
Atlantic, I come, now, to explain in what 
manner he may procure all his firſt plants, 
at Madeira; with what cautions, and at 
how moderate a charge, he may ſafely con- 
vey them by ſea. How the ground ſhould 
be ordered, and the vines ſet, and managed, 
when they come to Bermudas : And, as I 
foreſee theſe particular will requires the full 
length of one letter, I muſt refer what re- 


mains to another; wherein ſhall be finally 


added, whatever relates to the little time 
he need wait for the grow?th of his vineyard, 
his gathering and preſſing the grapes, — as 
alſo to the making, ſafe-keeping, and /ale of 
the wine, and its calculated charges and 


profit. 


As to the place for procuring the plants, 
that can no where be effectually done, but 
2 | at 
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at Madeira itſelf. The methods, of doing 
it may be u; either by the grape-/lones, 
or vine-cuttings: the firſt would be cheapeſt, 
and ea/ieft ; for any quantity of em might 
be ted away from the buſts, which huſks 
ſhould be previouſly dry'd, by ſpreading 
them abroad thin to the wind and the ſun, 
after they come out of the pre/s, at the 
time of their vintage (in Oclober.) And 
theſe, when ſo dry'd, being mixed, and well 
worked together, with twice or thrice their 
own quantity of ſand, (which ought alſo to 
be carefully yd and then put up, in a 
cloſe firong-hoped caſe, to preferve them 
from the effect of ſea-air. Theſe, I ſay, 
may be carried, without hurt, to Bermudas. 
As ſoon as they come thither, they ſhould 
be ſowwed, in long furrows, or trenches, about 
four or five inches in dp, and the trenches 
diſtant a foot from each other. They 
would ſhoot up the firſt ſummer into well- 
rooted vines, and might be tranſplanted, at 
the end of that autumn, to the places they 
ſhould hold in the vineyard ; where many 
of them would come to bear moderately the 
firſt ſummer after tranſplanting ; and all of 
them plentifully, the ſecond, (that is, the 
third from firſt ſowing the Fa ) 
But 
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But almoſt half this ſhort time will be /a- 
ved, by carrying over the cuttings of vines, 
inſtead of their ſeeds, Theſe are to be pro- 
cured from October till about the beginning 
of February. 


We have a conſiderable Engliſh factory 
at Madeira; and many of the merchants 
have country houſes, and vineyards, be- 
longing to them, of their own ; ſo that it 
would not be a drfficulty for any gentleman, 
who goes over himſelf, with that purpoſe, 
to procure what quantity of cuttings he 
pleaſes, and to have them put up and em- 
barked, without the leaſt obſervation, or 
umbrage, on the part of the Portugueſe 
iſlanders. Every /abourer, employed there, 
; in the wneyards, knows the choice and the 

Pies of cuttings. The beſt length of them 
is about eighteen inches, and their thickneſs 
not exceeding that of a man's little finger. 
— Both ends of theſe cuttings, as ſoon as 
taken from the vines, ſhould be dipp d, a- 
bout half an inch, into an equal mixture of 
fallow and p:tch, that has firſt been gently 
melted, and ſtirred up together, and is af- 
terwards let ſtand, till it is a very little 
more than blood-warm, After this, (the 
ſooner, 
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boner, the better) they ſhould be laid along 
upon ſand, in hogſheads, one not touching 


hs other, ſifted layers of ſand, to cover 
every row of the cuttings, half an inch high, 
or more. And theſe hogſheads, when full, 
being carefully headed up, permit no da- 
mage to come to the cuttings. 


Tur charge of all this will be chiefly, 
the freigbt; for the cuttings of vines in the 


vine countries, ſell for little or nothing at 


(being tied up in faggots, for heating 
their ovens, and other inconſiderable uſes), 
— Every hogſhead will contain, with great 
eaſe, above a thouſand ſuch cuttings ; and 
13 thcuſand being more than our friend 
need provide, the expence can be only the 
freight of thirteen hog ſheads, from Madeira 
to Bermudas, which 1s a trifle not worth a an 
exact computation. 


Wurd they come to that iſland, I pre- 
ſuppoſe, that 25 Engliſb acres of ground 


have been provided before, and are found 


ready for entering upon immediately. All 
then, that is neceſſary to be done, is to plant 
the vine-cuttings; in order for which, 

large ſquare holes muſt be dug, at exactly 
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nine foot aſunder, reckoning from the cen. 
ter of one hole, to the center of the next, 
and ſo every way equally diſtant. Theſe 
holes muſt be about 12 inches deep, and 16 
or 18 inches ſquare. One cutting only 
ſhould be planted in every hole; and that 
not upright, but ſloping, to an angle of 45 
degrees, and the earth, after placing the 
plant, muſt be caſt in again, and preſſed 
down pretty cloſe all about it, leaving the 
top of the plant, to appear about three inch- 
es, or little more, above the ſurface of the 
earth, and as nearly in the center of the 
hole as is poſſible. 


As for the time, when the ground, that 
is left in the ſpaces between theſe holes, 
ſhould be cultivated, nothing further, than 
hoeing the ſurface, need to be done to it, 
till the end of the firſt ſummer after the 
planting. But, from that time forward, 
the land muſt be digg d very carefully, once 
at leaſt every year, and hoed over oftener, 
in order to cut up the weeds. And this is 
the whole that is requiſite with regard to the 
ground, except, when it comes to want 
| mending. But that will not be /itely, for 


ſome years at leaſt ; and the propereſt me- 
thods 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 125 


thods of doing it, ſhall be readily commu- 
nicated, for the uſe of our friend, if, when 


he is there, he finds the people unſkilled 
in that knowledge. 
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Tus fineſt poles in the world, for ſupport 
of the vines, will be the long and ſtrait 
branches of cedar trees, which, you know, 
are to be had for little or nothing, in 
that iſland. One of theſe poles ſhould be 
fixed a foot deep, in the ſame hole, and at 
the ſame time, with the vine cutting, on 

the north of, and cloſe behind it, and only 
one upright ſtem is to be ſuffered to ſhoot wh, 
which, as faſt as it riſes, muſt be tied with 
a ruſh to the pole, that it may not be hurt 
by high winds. And as for the /ide branches, 
3 when they are ſhot out, to the len gth of a 
3 yard, two other poles ſhould be fixed, one on 
\ each fide the central one (in the very ſame 
Une) and each three foot diſtant therefrom. 
— To theſe ide poles muſt be tied the /ide 
ſhoots, which ſhould always, on each ſide 
the ſem, be kept to that length of three foot, 
from the middle zpright body of the vine. 
The beſt height for the poles, being about 
nine foot above the ſurface of the ground, 
there will be room for ſix /ide ſhoots on the 


right, 
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right, and ſix more on the It of the ſtem. 
The ends of the lowe/? of theſe, being tied in 
Horizontal extent, to the right and Ant fide 
poles, at about 18 inches from the ground, 
and the next two at 18 inches, ſtill higher 
and higher, the ſixth, on both fides, ſhould: 
be tied as near the 700 of the poles as is pru- 
dent. 


In this form of planting, the two ſides 
of each vine will produce 7weſve horizontal 
fide ſhoots, and taking up but fix of the nine 
foot ſpace, betwixt one vine and the next, 
there will be openings a yard broad between 
every t vines, for a free circulation of air, 
and convenience of paſſage, from one part of 
the vineyard to another. And, as the vines, 
in this method of planting, will form equal 
and regular green walls, 6 foot broad, and 
10, I1, Or 12, in their Height, (becauſe of 
the free unreſtrained growth of the upper- 
moſt row of ſide branches) there can be no 
view more beautiful, than the Agar itſelf 
of this vineyard, 


As to pruning, it ought to be done in the, 
manner we ſe to our wall vines, in England; 
obſerving only this neceſſary caution, that 
= 122 
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they muſt never be cut, but in the depth of 


the little winter they have in B-rmudas, al- 
ways breaking them off at a joint, by a ſnap, 
or bending back of the hot, betwixt the 
thumb and forefinger, whenever they re- 
quire to be ſhortened in the ſummer, for 
fear of their bleeding, and too dangerous a 
waſte of their /ap ; which will, for the moſt 
part, be exceedingly fluid, in ſo ſunny a cli- 
mate. A quite contrary management his 
(and for cauſes as contrary) to the methods 
in practice, in France. — Another proof of 
the wary Bermudian reflection, that found 
no vigneron, but the French one, of 1kill to 
depend on! 


AND now, I think, I am come to the cloſe 
of the matter, allotted for this letter, in the 
diviſion explained at the head of it; I muſt 
refer you to my next, for a final concluſion 
of the ſubject, which, I was going to ſay, 
you have probably conſidered as a dryne ; 
but I recolle&, that there would be ſome 
want of propriety, in the uſegof that ep:ther, 
becauſe of the good liquor the proſpect may 
flow with. I am, 


Sir, 
Your moji obedient Servant, 
A. HII. 
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Dec. 29, 1740. 
DEAR SIR, 
1 with the amiable good- 
neſs of your heart, I can foreſee the 
pleaſure it will give you, to have given 
another pleaſure : and you heap it on me in 
the nobleſt manner, by the joy you make 
me feel, at finding PamtLA's incompara-e 
ble author is the perſon I not only hop'd 
to hear was ſo, but whom I ſhould have 
been quite griev'd, diſtreſs'd, and morti- 
fied, not to have really found ſo. 


Yer, I confeſs, till I began to read, I had 
not the leaſt notion of it. But I preſently 
took notice, that whatever Pamela thought, 
faid, or did, was all transfuſion of your own 
fine ſpirit. And as I know not if there 
lives another writer, who could furniſh her 
with ſuch a ſapid ſweetneſs as ſhe fills the 
taſte with, I could not therefore chuſe but 
name you to my hope, as moulder of this 
maiden model, And yet, thought I, how- 
ever plainly I diſcover the mind, that ſhines 
upon me by reflection from theſe ſentiments, 
how can it have been poſſible to force the 

T9 | neceſſary 
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neceſſary leiſure for this travel over the 
whole reach of nature: from the calls of 
a profeſſion, that permits too ſhort receſſes, 
even to health and exerciſe | 


WHoEveR had been author of this ex- 
cellent epitome of all the beauties, and the 
powers of writing, had he been the moſt 
malignant of my enemies, I could not have 
forborn to /ove him Imagine then 
how unallay'd the pleaſure is, when it is 
you, to whom I owe it! when the perſon 
of the world, I would have wiſh'd to ſee 
moſt honour'd, has procured ſuch immor- 
tality of honour | For, believe me, my dear, 
hourly more and more reſpected friend | 
not all the mingled malice, dullneſs, and 
low-heartedneſs, E ſhrunk and withering 
mankind, can have obſcurity enough to dar- 
ken Pamela, You have lent her breadth 
of wing, that will extend her from the 
preſent to the future world. And brood- 
ing over both, (like Miltor's image of the 
holy ſpirit) ſhe will call out <i7iwes with- 
out number, and applauſe without detrac- 
tion. And, as for my part, may I be as 
fruitleſs a waſter of labour, as an Engl /b 


cntangler of politicks, if to have ſtood my- 
Vol. II. K 5 
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ſelf poſſeſs d of all the reputation you will 
draw from the ſucceſs of this delightful 


work, could have been half ſo pleaſing to 
me, as to find you claiming it ! 


I had almoſt forgot to tell you, I receiv'd 
the Anti-Machiavel, for which I am very 
much oblig'd and thank you heartily. But 
my Pamela (forgive the unintended ava- 
rice! I meant to ſay your Pamela) poſleſles 
all my memory, intention, and imagination. 
And, like the ſnow, that lay laſt week, 
upon the earth and all her products, co- 


vers every other image, with her own un- 
bounded whiteneſs. 


As for my daughters, they will neither 
of them let me tell you any thing, that 
might prevent their writing you their thanks, 
themſelves. And yet they are fo full of 
you, and your engaging, happy other half, 
that they can tell you nothing neaw, becauſe 
their ſubject will be only your own good- 
neſs. Stay though, and let me think again! 
That ſubject, for that very reaſon, may, 
'tis likely, be the neweſt you can en- 
tertain your thoughts with. 80 I leave 
em 
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em to the grateful and the juſt ideas, you 
have fill'd em with; and only add, in 
my own right, that my dear Mr. R——, 
with all this boundleſs merit of a genius, 
and a heart, a-like unequall'd, neither has, 
nor ever will have, an obſerver, who can 
love him with a more impreſs'd, and never 
to be changed, affection, than does 


His moſt oblig 4 
And obedient humble Servant, 
A. Hit. 
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; 1740. 
DEAR SIR, 


AM aſhamed to fee in how much too 
large an indulgence of paper, I have 
expreſs'd too ſmall a proportion in admira- 
tion of Pamela. You have with the good- 
breeding and grace, ſo peculiar to what- 
ever you do, made the moſt of a little, — 
in reſpect to the will it was ſent with — 
But it puts me in mind of the ladies filk 
handkerchiets, thrown to knights arm'd 
at all points, by their well-withing adm1- 
rers, as they rode round the liſts in old 
K 2 tour « 
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tournaments. They uſed to hang theſe kind 
of baubles upon the tops of their ſpears 
with an obliging air of grateful acknow- 
ledgment : And there was indeed ſome 
little parade of adornment in the flutter, 
and flow of the penon But it was 


in the ſpear alone, lay their oP of the 
victory. 


IRECEIv'p, and return you my thanks 
for your care of, the letter from the North. 
It was writ by a very rich prude : and they, 
you know,, ſcorn to think of men's hearts ! 


But, if mine had been worth a fine wo— 


man's attempting, ſhe could never have 
found out a road, that leads to it more 
ſtrait and directly, than to ſend, by the way 
of your houſe, to 


Dear Sir, 
Your mojt humble, 


Obedient and afßecticnate Servant, 


A. HII I. 


To 
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To Mr. PoepLE. 


Jan. 1, 1740-1. 
DEAR SIR, 


NOW return to Bermudas, where my 
laſt left your Vineyard new planted and 
pruned, and expecting its ſeaſon for bearing. 
This will, certainly, be the ſecond ſummer, 
in ſo happy a climate, as that, and the Vines 
will continue their fruzzfulneſs for at leaſt 
thirty years, in full ſtrength of perfection; 
affording Cuttings, every winter, to an in- 
finite quantity, for extending the trade 
without bounds, as the ſucceſs, in its be- 
ginning, ſhall encourage a purſuit of the 
purpoſe. 
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Tur bunches of Grapes, when grown 
ripe, ſhould. be cut off with a Annie, and 
not pluck'd by the Hand, from the Branches: 
And as they eaſily ut in a country where 
the ſummers are favourable, they ought . 
not to be truſted to Baſkets ; but rather to 
Tubs, carried in, between poles, and imme- 
diately emptied into the /feeping backs, in 
the floor of the cellars. 
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I mus ſay ſomething, concerning theſe 
cellars, for fear you ſhould imagine a ne- 
ceſſity of chargeable wallings and vaultings 
of brickwork, All that needs to be done, 
is to chuſe, near the houſe, any. dry ſitua- 
tion, that is rcomy enough, to ſuit the 
demand of the Vineyard. In this open 
place ſhould be mark'd out the Jength, and 
the breadth of one cellar or many. Suppoſe 
their breadth is deſign'd 15 foot, the mark'd 
breadth on the ground muſt be 17, be- 
cauſe the diggers ſhould begin about one 
foot on each ſide, within the lines, that 
a border may be left to keep the earth, 
when thrown out, at that diſtance. The 
deeper this place can be dug down, the 
betten: It ought never to be leſs, than 
6 foot, unleſs Springs ſhould riſe nearer 
the ſurfacc. The roof ſhould conſiſt of 
ſtrong rafters, at a diſtance of two foot 
trom each other, reſting «heir points, in 
obtuſe, and low angles. Featber-edge all 
this raftering, with a cloſe-nailed ſtrong 
covering of ſhingle, which is a kind of 
14v'd clapboard, commonly us'd. for the 
roofing of bouſes, throughout our American 
ſettlements. Upon the ſhingle, throw up, 
| not 
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not only the earth, that is dug out of the 


cellar, hut an additional quantity, from 7200 


narrow zrenches, to be ſunk on each fide the 
whole length of the work, at the diſtance of 
2 or 3 foot, from the bottoms, or ground 
ends of the rafters, where they reſt, in 
the banks : ſuch a thickneſs of carth will 
reſiſt air and weather, and throw off the 


rains, from the ſlope of the roof, to the 


trenches, whence a current may be conti- 


nued, for effectually draining the water. 


Tar deſcent to theſe cellars ſhould be, 
at that end of em, that faces the north; 


and, that the wine may be always ſe- 


cur'd, againſt changeable impreſſions of 
air, the iron-bound pipes, it is kept in, 
may be ſurrounded by, or bedded, as it 
were, in a ferras, of gravel, or ſand : this 


is an advantage, of ſuch extraordinary con- 
ſequence, that my family, having 0 vault 


at one of their Vineyards, wherein to lay 
up the wine, keep a hundred, or more 
bogſheads, (not dead, J aflure you, but buried 
alive, in this manner) in an open, high 
barn, full of holes through the boarding, 
and on all ſides expos'd to the weather — 
wet, by help of this caſy contrivance, their 
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wine in that place, is much better preſerv'd 
it and leſs ſubject to alter its quality, than 
1 that, which they keep, in as fine vaults, as 
can be found, in the kingdom. 
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As to preſſing the wine at Bermudas, it 
1 will be done, with moſt eaſe, by the 
9 uſe of a common large cyder preſs, which 
may be bought very cheap, in the out- 
ſkirts of London, The trouble of this 
part of the work will be leſs, than is ima- 
gin'd, from the thinneſs of the grapes ſein's 
in that latitude, and eſpecially after their 
lying to /tepp in the Must, as explain'd 
in a former: fo that, drawing off, what 
runs liquid, by a braſs cock, or a tap-hole 
in the bottom of the ſteeping back, there 
will remain very little, that is thick enough, 
to ſtand in need of a preſſing. 


WHATEVER relates to the making, and 
ſa/e-kreping of the wine, having been 
included within ſome of the particulars, 
already deſcrib'd, I have nothing, I think 


now remaining to ſpeak of, but its ſale, 
and a calculation of the charges and 


Profit. 
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Tux ſale will depend on tuo branches: 
the firſt, and the ſmalleſt, will be more 
than enough, till after a conſiderable en- 
largement of the plantation. But the large 
increas'd branch, when it comes to ſwell 
into a trade, will be its export in the ſloops, 
which are built at, and ſent out from Ber- 
mudas, to all our American culonies : none 
of theſe, to be ſure, will fail empty, when 

they can be profitably freighted, with a 
wine, in ſuch demand, at the places they 
py D 


ALL the charge, at the higheſt, for an 
acre of Vineyard, will be rather within ten 
pounds, than above it; excluſive, however, 
of the prime coſt of caſeage, which in 
proportion to the produce of vines in Ma- 
deira, may, with the care of their cooperage, 
and ordering come to as much, as all the 
other expences together; ſo that Zwenty 
pounds per acre, being the charge, at the 
utmoſt, the whole annual expence, for the 
25 acres, will be 500 J. or under. 


No acre of vineyard, in ſo ſunny a la- 
titude, can produce a leſs quantity, than 
20 
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20 hogſheads of wine (perhaps, often dou- 
ble) I will give you, for your fatisfaCtion, 
a rational demonſtration of this fact; which 


I know to be conſiderably ſhort of the 


truth, by a frequent, and attentive expe- 
rience, in climates, inferior to that of Ber- 
mudas. 


Bur, that you may clearly conceive, 
what a moderate expectation this is, re- 
member, that the 500 vines on an acre, 


have, each of em 12 fide branches. Out 
of every one of theſe branches, (all 3 foot 


in length) there cannot grow fewer, than 
one upright, and one downward, bearing 
ſhoot : and you ſee, (upon wall. vines, here, 
in England) it is common to find 4, 6, or 


8, joints to a ſhoot ; yet, let us count but 


upon 720 ſingle bunches, which being on- 
ly one for each oppoſite bud of one Joint, 
is the leaſt it is poſſible to reckon, this re- 


duces the number of bunches to 48, upon 


each of thoſe 500 high, and out-ſpread- 
ing vines: the bunches, as well as the grapes, 
in Madeira, are beyond all compariſon, 
more large, than in England: I have fre- 
quently ſeen em weigh 5 or 6 pound, and 
upwards: But, to reduce our computation 

to 
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to the loweſt, let there be expected but 
eight ounces of liquor, from every bunch, 
and then, the yield of one acre amounting to 
1500 gallons of wine, the whole produce 


of 25 acres, will be about / hundred 621 
heads. 


In order to prevent the wine merchants 


of Madeira, from underſelling the vine- 
yards of Bermudas, ſtate for argument's ſake 
the fir/t value of the wine to the exporter, 
as low, as common cyder is ſold, by the ma- 
kers, in London, (which is three pound per 
hogſhead.) This will ſpoil all the ſchemes 


of objeffors. And yet, at a rate, ſo unex- 


ceptionably modeſt, as this, the wine of 
25 acres, the whole charge of which will 
be 500 J. ſelling for 1800/. on the ſpot, 
leaves a clear yearly profit of 1300 l. from 
this little firſt model, as one may ſay, of a 
Vineyard. | 


And thus, Sir, you ſee, I am for putting, 
our friend upon no empty or ill weigh'd un- 
dertaking. But how far his affairs leave it 


proper for him, to think of this matter 


at all, you are yourſelf the beſt judge — 
and how having done with the ſubje&, i 
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is time to put an end to your trouble 
from, | 


Your moſt humble 
And affeflionate Servant. 
A. Hitt 


S TR, 

WILL comply with your defire, in 
1 as brief a manner, as I am able, and 
ſend you my ſentiments, concerning what 
was chiefly remarkable in Mr. Booth, as an 
actor. 


Two advantages diſtinguiſh'd him, in the 
ſtrongeſt light, from the reſt of his frater- 
nity. He had learning, to underſtand per- 

fectly whatever it was his part to ſpeak ; 
and judgment to know, how far it agreed, 
or diſagreed, with the character. Hence, 
aroſe a peculiar grace, which was viſible 
to every ſpeator, tho few were at the 
pains of examining into the cauſe of their 
pleaſure : he could ſoften, and ſlide over, 
with a kind of elegant negligence, the im- 
proprieties, in a part he ated, while on 

the 
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the contrary, he would dwell, with ener- 
gy, upon the beauties, as if he exerted a 
latent ſpirit, which had been kept back 
for ſuch an occaſion, that he might alarm, 
awaken, and tranſport, in thoſe places on- 
ly, where the dignity of his own good-ſenſe 
could be ſupported, by that of his author. 


A LITTLE reflection, upon this remark- 
able quality, will help us to account for 
that manifeſt /anguor, which has ſome- 
times, been obſerv'd in his action, and 
which was generally, tho' I think, falſely, 


imputed to the natural indolence of his 
temper. | 


Fo the fame reaſon, tho' in the cuſto- 
mary rounds of his buſineſs, he would 
condeſcend to ſome parts in comedy, he ne- 


ver appear'd in any of em, but with diſ- 
advantage of his character: the faſſions, 
which he found in comedy, were not ſtrong 
enough, to excite his fire: and what ſeem'd 
want of quallification, was only abſence of 
impreſſion. One might have ſaid of him 
in the ſcripture phraſe, He is not dead; but 
ſleepeth ! Like a deep loaden ſhip, 
he was too heavy for a common breeze, 


which 
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which, therefore, ſervd but to make him 
roll and heave: — But, in a gale, that 
threaten'd ſhipwreck to the cock- boats of 
1 the Theatre, he was ſure to diſplay his 
1 ſtreamers; and fail'd ſteady and majeſtic, 
- as if the force of a tempeſt had juſt breath 
1 enough to move him. 


q He had a talent at diſcovering the paſ- 
9 ions, where they lay hid, in ſome cele- 
I brated parts; having been buried under 
| a preſcription of rantings and monotony, by 


the practice of other actors: When he 

had Aſcover 4, he ſoon grew able to ex- 

Il preſs 'em. And his ſecret, by which he 
4 attain'd this great leſſon of the Theatre, 
was an aſſociation, or adaption of his lo 
to his voice; by which artful imitation of 
nature, the variations, in the ſound of his 
words, gave propriety to every change in 
his countenance. So that, among. Play- 
| ers, in whom it is common to hear p!ty 
wn pronounc'd with a frown upon the fore- 
| head, ſorrow expreſs'd, by a grin upon 
the eye, and anger thunder'd out, with 

| a look of unnatural ſerenity, it was Mr. 
4 HBootb's peculiar felicity, to be heard, and 
ſeen the ſame; whether as the pleas'd, the 
griev'd, the pitying, the reproachful or 
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the angry: one would almoſt be tompt- 
ed, to borrew the aid ef a very bold fi- 
gure, and to expreſs. this excellence the 
more ſignificantly, beg permiſſion to,-af- 
firm, that the lind might have ſeen him, 
in his voice, and the deaf have en _ 


in his viſage. 


His geſture, or, as it is 21am call'd, 
his aclion, was but the reſult, and neceſ- 


ſary conſequence. of this dominion over 


his voice, and countenance; for having, by 
concurrence of two ſuch cauſes impreſs'd 
his imagination, with the ſtamp, - and ſpi- 


rit, of a paſſion, his nerves obey'd the im- 


pulſe by a kind of natural dependency, and 
relax'd, or brac'd, ſucceſſively, into all that 
fine expreſſiveneſs, with which he painted 


what he ſpoke, without reſtraint, or affec- 
tation, 


To ay every thing, in a word, he was 
the NRwTox of the Theatre; nor ſhould 
you be ſurpriz'd at my ſimile, becauſe the 
Playhouſe is no ſphere of philoſophy : my 


compariſon will move upon more legs, than 


one; for Mr. Booth, as well as Sir Jaac, 
diſcover'd new worlds, and demonſtrated 
them: the misfortune is, he left his 


brethren 
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brethren no road, whereby they can tra- 
vel to them. They muſt be contented, as 
no doũbt they: will, with the humble earth 
They are happy 
enough, good people! in applying the 
meaſure of - ſelf- Judgment; they find no oc- 
caſion to ſupply it, with their wants, be- 


cauſe it runs over with cheir My: 


N 0 2 * 


Trvs, Sir, I have ſent you the Wos chm. 


racter of Mr. Booth, as an Aclor; I could 


have been much fuller, on ſo inviting a 
ſubject; but that J conſider the ſize of the 


treatiſe, you are about to publiſh, and ſhall 


add nothing more, but the good: wilkes, 
with which I am, 


*, 


Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant. 


Zi, | N * 
50 EP | A. HILL | 
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To Mr. Mater. 


's - 2 8 | 15 42 ver 


Jan read; dear Sir, ſome time ago, in 

one of the public papers, the new ally- 
ance, you are entered into; but having not 
yet been in London, where I muſt have heard 
a confirmation of it, I was doubtful, whe- 
ther it was prudent to. precipitate congratu- 
lation, on a ground ſo liable to miſlead ri 


believers. 


I sENnD it now, not as a mere faſhionable - 
compliment, but with the warmth of a par- 


ticipated joy, becoming one, who muſt take 
part in every promiſe. of your happineſs. 


And, indeed, I ſhould much Wrong the con- 


fidence, I ought to have in ſuch a judg- 


ment, as you act by, not to conclude, that, 


in a reſolution ſo important to your private 


peace, your motive was a wile, and a well- 


tounded one. VVT 


Bor, will you ſuffer me, however, to con- 
feſs, that you have fired my curioſity to ſee 
and hear this lady, who has had fo ſtrong, + 

Vor. IT, „ and 
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and ſwift an influence upon a heart, ſo firm, 
and ſo impreſſed, as yours was, by the me- 
mory of a former ſweetneſs. The luſtre 
muſt be amiably ſevere and ſparkling, and 
ſuch as you deſerve to glitter in the warmth 
of, that had the power to attract into itſelf 
a flame, ſo generous as your firſt, and which 
your pen delighted to deſcribe, with ſuch a 
manly and unmodiſh tenderneſs. 


May you be happy, both of you, in fo 
conſocial a degree of ſenſibility, that the wit 
of neither may have penetration to diſcern, 
whoſe part in the united fulneſs of felicity, 
is greateſt, or moſt delicate ! and may this 
bleſſing be as laſting, as accompliſhed ! — 
I wiſh I had the power to limit its duration 
for you : and ſo, I hope, in a few days to 
tell you perſonally; for I can never have a 

nore agreeable inducement to /e London, 


chan the joy to ſee you happy in it. — I am, 


with great truth, 
Your moſt affetionate Friend, 
And obedient humble Servant, 


A, Hit, 
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174 r. 
To Mr. MALLET. 

DEAR SIR, 
FTER four or five times reading 
Alfred, with the pleaſure and atten- 

tion, you will never fail exciting, I return it 
you, and thank you very heartily, for obli- 
ging me with the firſt ſight of it; for hav- 
ing had no intimation of its authors, in the 
diſtance I was at from London, I concluded 
it ſome airy phantom, of the opera kind, 
and loſt, from that time till the preſent, the 
delight of a conviction to the contrary. 


Tux world and IT are equally obliged to 
every page of this new manly maſque, for 
beauties, that do honour, not to poetry alone, 
but nature; and he muſt be a b/ind or envi- 
ous judge, who does not ſee the thouſand 
moving fenderneſſes, comprehenſive energies, 
exalted ſtrong reflections, glowing ſentiments, 


and fine-touch'd delicacies, both of ſatire and 


inſtruction, ſcattered every where throughout 
theſe ſcenes, which honeſtly deſerve the 
higheſt admiration, and excite the juſteſt 
gratitude. And this is my fincere and ſhort 


opinion of the piece, excluſive only of the 
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turn, that has been given the ſtory : — There, 
I find, (or think I find) you have held in 


the mettle of your genius, with too ſhort a 


rein, perhaps, in compliment to the (more 
humaniz'd than martial) living Alfred, you 
deſigned to glance at. 


To tell you, in a Player's cant, what tis 
I mean, the ba/ineſs will, I fear, be thought 
too thin for the occaſion, The maſque, 
though ſweetly full of things, divinely 
thought and ſaid, yet languiſhes for want of 
what the ſtage calls action. But this, tis 
probable, you judged leſs neceſſary in a tra- 
gie maſque, than in a regular Tragedy. 
Your Friends, however, ſhould be guiltleſs 
of diſguiſing the free candour of their ſext1- 
ments, in any needleſs dread of hurting that 
too tender ſenſibility, which, though ſome 
writers, partial to themſelves, are punily 
miſled by, it can never c/oud the heart of 
ſuch a poet, as I write to. 


You will, I know, permit your readers 
to expect, that a brave king, ſo active, and 
ſo famed, as Alfred, ſhould do more in his 
own drama, (and, eſpecially, where you ac- 
company AAR) than condeſcend to hear 

himſelf 
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himſelf adviſed, blamed, ſpurr'd, and com- 
forted. —— The great and noble truths, N 
which you have put into the hermit's 0 
mouth, had found a double influence, from . 
Alfred's : the ſcheme, propoſed by Devon- | 
/hire, ought ſurely to have been his maſter's ; 
and, that the execution of it might have 
been ſo too, the cle ſhould have been be- 
fieged, at very little diſtance, and the king's 
chief buſineſs in the land might have been 
to find and tell his purpoſe to the Earl of 
Devonſhire, and previous to his bold at- 
tempt, of paſſing through the Daniſh camp, 
to lodge his queen and children under the 
protection of the bermit's ſanfuary, whoſe 
reputation of a ſupernatural power and ho- 
lineſs, has kept the nd he reſided in, un- 
violated, by the aw'd invaders. In that caſe, 
thaſe noble maxims, on the duties of a young 
prince's education, had, with fine propriety, 
become the ſpirit of a monarch father, 
leaving his inſtructions with the perſon, 
whoſe tuition he conſigned his hezr to, 
ſhould he periſh, as was probable, himſelf, 
in ſuch an undertakiug then, as he had re- 
foly'd upon. Hence, what a compaſs for 
pathetic parting, between Alfred and his 
queen | What room for generous feelings, 
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and magnanimous preference of the public 


to the private happineſs, on the hero's ſide! 
and what exalted re/ignation, yet reluctant 


ſtrugglings, on the lady's, betwixt nature, 


and high ſenſe of ſovereignty ! The Daniſh 
king might have been taken in the ſally ; 


(by the way, I wiſh your Hubba's name 
had been his brother Ongar's, or elſe Uter 
Halden; any of the Daniſh names, the hiſ- 


tory juſtifies, would have had a more poetic 


ſound than Hubba; and do you think Eltruda 


quite ſo ſoft, or even quite ſoa Saxon, as 
Editha would have been ?) then, in an in- 
terview, between the congueror and his cap- 
tive, after the return to Athelney, you would 


have found fine ſubject for a contraſt, of the 


king, againſt the tyrant, In conſequence 


whereof, the Dane, as ranſom for his life 
and liberty, might have engaged himſelf, by 
oath, to ſhip off all his troops, to quit the 
kingdom peaceably, and to embrace the 
chriſtian faith; (facts authorized enough, 


you know, in Alfred's hiſtory) the maſque 


might then have ended, in a full comple- 
tion of dramatic action, with the King's de- 


claring to the Earl of Devonſbire, a reſolu- 


tion he had formed (what if reported by 
divine inſinuation?) to build and man a fleet, 


and 
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and fix the ſafety of his too oft inſulted 
kingdom, on the future guard and ſove- 
reignty of the ocean. 


I covLD have much enlarged upon this 


head, but that I ſee it is too late for you, to 
think of altering your plan, becauſe the 


Maſque is with the licenſer; fo, all T mean, 


by the few hints foregoing, is but in favour 
of my own warm with, in your behalf, that 
ſuch a noble and all powerful genius would 
aſſign a colder portion of invention, than your 
fire has here allowed itſelf due leiſure for, to 
the plot-work of your future pieces. It is, 
to ſay the truth, the whole that can be want- 


ing in you, to attain the higheſt pitch of 


fame, the ſtage is able to reward you with. 


I was about to add a word or two; 
but fear I have already been too long : if 
you encourage me to hope, you do not think 
io, it may coſt you a v trouble, from, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, 


And obedicnt bumble Servant, 


A, TTL, 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


Fan. 13, 1741, 


OU would hardly think, dear Sir, 
what pleaſure it has given me, to find 
you favouring criticiſm, A genius, na- 
turally powerful, like yours (and ſo enrich'd 
too, by the helps of learning) could not, 
without %% to the whole republic of letters, 
have fallen in with that ſelf-weakening 
averſion, among writers, which, depriving 
Fancy of the firength it might receive from 
judgment, truſts the hope of their whole art, 
to nature. For however firſt and moſt eſ- 
ſential, we confeſs her inborn requiſites, 
yet, who does not ſee, and ſuffer, by her 
raſh, and too precipitate miſleadings? 


WHAT a profuſion, for example of vit, 
force, and fancy, has been waſted, from a 
vant of critical diſcernment, in thoſe maſ- 
terly wild paintings we admire, in SPENCER ? 
what obſtruction of bold unprepar'd, yet, 
ſparkling Life, do we ſee loft for want of 
being artfully made neceſſary, among the 
paſſions, which ſtart up, in SHAKESPEAR f? 


And 
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And hence alone, how limited, diſputed, 
and imperfect men's eſteem of theſe great 
characters, amidſt the praiſes willingly 
pour'd out upon the vaſineſs of their natu- 
ral beauties! It would have been a glorious 
pitch indeed, to which the fame of u ſuch 
writers muſt have carried up our reverence, 
had their reflection been but fortunate e- 
nough to ſee and claim the benefits, which 
permeaitation can beſtow on conſequence, 
and how for reaſon's coolneſs may contri- 
bute eficacy, to the warmth of rapture. 
Would to God, I had diſcern'd this ſoon 
enough myſelf, to have with-held ſome 
filly proofs, which, with a boy-like haſte 
I gave the world, too publickly, how much 
I ſtood in need of the diſcovery ! tho' even 
then, perhaps, I muſt have wiſh'd imagi- 
nation livelier. Whereas you (I know, 
and feel it) have a comprehenſion, in your 
natural genius, that has no reſtraint to 
apprehend, from fancy. Join to it there- 
fore, for your own, and for your country's 
honour, all the diſciplin'd auxiliaries, of 
ART — and conquer, beyond Greek or Ro- 
#1an boundaries, 


How 


—— 
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How greatly to my ſatisfaction would 
it be, if I could hing with conſequence 
enough, to juſtify the wiſh, which your 
politeneſs waſtes upon my too defective pow- 
er in criticiſm, I have, tis true, for ſome 
years paſt, employ'd no little labour and 
attention, in enquiry, for my own inſtruction : 
And I once, had purpoſe to be vain enough 
to aim at lending ſome ſmall light to others. 
For J had finiſh'd in 1739, An Eſay on Pro- 
priety, which merited (if any thing I do 
can merit) the forgiveneſs of the public. 
But I burnt thoſe papers in a long, and me- 
lancholy illneſs, after I had half tranſcrib'd 
them, for the preſs; and ſo I did at the 
ſame time another piece, that took its ſub- 
ject from the fage, and its neglect, among 
us. The it of theſe I ſacrific'd, to a 
ſuſpicion, which I apprehended I had 
grounds for — That my deſign (tho' really 
modeſt, and benevolent) would d:ſoblige, 
where it intended: ſervice, and be thought 
concerted or invidious. And the ſecond 
I diſdain'd to niſb, from the due contempt 
I felt, for the low conduct f our Theatres ; 


and from my own deſpair (when I con- 
fider'd 
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ſider d our great men's little love of poet- 
ry) that I had any likelihood of living, till 
they 7afted criticiſm, 


Not being ſure, however, that there 
was not more of ſpleen, than of ſound rea- 
ſon, in this action, I have now recover'd 
vanity enough, to hope, there were obſer- 
vations, in both pieces, which a kind parti- 
ality, like yours, would have been willing 
to approve of, And (therefore only) I 
almoſt repent, that I dz/froy'd em: not but 
it would be eaſy, could I flatter my ambi- 
tion, with a thought of ſaying any thing, 
that you can want to be reminded of, to 
ſend you, in ſeven ſeperate letters, one for 
every head, of the divi/ions in my laſt, the 
whole explanatory compaſs of my critical 
abridgement, with incluſion of examples to 
illuſtrate the reflections, but that, God 
knows, when you may find patience, or I 
leiſure, to get through ſuch a long ſucceſ- 

ion of dry ſtages. 
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I RETURN you your kind new year's 
withes, with all the zeal, and the affecti- 
on, which your merit can demand from 


a þ 
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my full ſenſe of it: they ought to have 
been ſent, a few days ſooner — But what 


have forms to do with friendſhips ? I ſhall 
always (in, or out of ſeaſon) take the li- 
berty to own myſelf, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt faithful Servant, 


A, HILL, 


— — ? * 


n 


To Mr. MALLET. 


an. 23, 1741. 

DEAR SIR, e 8 

OW long have you been married? 

You will fay, 'tis an incurious ab- 

ſence from the world, and (what deſerves 

moſt notice in it) the good fortune of our 

friends, that makes it neceſſary for me, to 

propoſe this queſtion. —- And yet there 

is a force of tenderneſs, in your alarm for 
that ſick perſon's danger, who has kept 

vou 
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you out of bed ſo many nights together, 
that almoſt convinces me, this perſon in 
the world moſt dear to you, muſt be a 
Lady. 


Ir I am right in that conjecture, let me 
firſt beg pardon for an inattention nothing 
could have juſtified, in one leſs 7% to notice 
than I am, and wiſh to be; and then, per- 
mit me to aſſure you, I am ſenſible of your 
calamity : for having elt in my own caſe, 
what I now fear, in yours, I apprehend it, 
with a too ſuſceptible, capacity. But, 
may you long, be kept a ſtranger to all ſor- 
rows, which it would be want of magna- 
nimity, not to be ſhaken by; ſince it is then 
that we moſt ſee, and become mortified 
by the inſtability of human happineſs, when 
that protection, which we owe, and which 
we long to give to a dependent innocence, 
that looks up to us for affiſtance, in reward 
of infinite endearment and affection, is fo 
vain and uſeleſs a prerogative, that it but 
adds . to our anguiſb. 


Von letter, dated the 17th, not coming 
to my hand, till late this afternoon, I would 


be glad to ſooth my hope, that now, before 


this 
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this reaches you, the danger may be leſen d, 
and under influence of this belief's kind 
flattery, I haſten to a different ſubje& ; for 
of all tranſitions, that ſhould be the ſud- 
deneſt, which ſhuns the image of a friend's 
diſtreſſes, except only one, which has the 
happineſs of carrying power as well as haſte, 
and ſeeks afflictions, to relieve and com- 
fort em. . 


You aſk me, in your poſtſcript, whe- 
ther you are right, in gueſſing, there are 
traces of my hand in PAMELA ? 


No Sir, upon my faith, I had not any 
(the minuteſt) ſhare in that delightful nur- 
ſery of virtues. The ſole, and abſolute 
author is Mr. Rzchardſon of Saltſbury-Court ; 
and ſuch an author too, he is, that hardly 
mortal ever match'd him, for his eaſe of 
natural power. He ſeems to move, like 2 
calm ſummer ſea, that, ſwelling upward, 
with unconſcious deepneſs, lifts the heavieſt 
weights into the ſties, and ſhews no ſenſe of 
their incumbency. He would, perhaps, in 
every thing, he ſays or does, be more in 
nature, than all men, before him, but that 
he has ce fault, to an unnatural exceſs — 

and 
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and that is modeſiy. The Book was publiſh'd 
many months, before I ſaw, or heard of it; 
and when he ſent it me, among ſome other 
pieces, it came without the ſmalleſt hint, 
that it was his, and with a grave apology, 
as for a trifle, of too light a ſpecies. I found 


out whoſe it was, by the reſembling turn of 


Pamela's expreſſions, weigh'd with ſome 
which I had noted, as peculiar in his let- 
ters: Yet very loth he was, a long time, 
to confeſs it. And to ſay the leaſt I can 
of qualities, which he conceals, with as 
much fear, as if they were 7gnoble ones, 
he is ſo honeſt, open, generous, and great a 
thinker, that he cannot in his vritings paint 
a virtue that he needs look farther than 
his heart, to find a pattern for. Let me 
not, therefore, rob him for a moment, in 
ſo juſt a mind, as yours, by interception of 
his praiſes. The glory is, and ought to be 
his only. And I am much miſtaken in 
the promiſe of his genius, or Pamela (all 
lovely as ſhe is, in her unheeded, haſty 


dreſs) i is but a dawning to the day, he is to 
give us. 


AnD, having now diſcharg'd my heart 
of theſe two burthens, that lay on it, my 
3 concern 
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concern for your friend's danger, and im- 
patience under ſuch a wrong to Mr. Richard- 
fon, as one day's /ilence would have been, 
after I knew of the m/take, your Poſtſcript 
hinted at, I will refer what I muſt fay, up- 
on the other paragraphs of yours, till I 
can hope your mind reſtor'd to its com- 
poſure; and more fitted to ſupport * trial 
of a longer letter, from 


Dear Sir, 


Your moſt affectionate 


A. Hitt. 
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Feb. q, 1741. 
INTERRUPTIONSs (dear Sir) when our 
thoughts are intent on a friend, are like 
clouds between us and the ſun, but they paſs 
off, and improve our good proſpect ;. for 
the ſky looks more bright, after ſcreening. 
How I hate the pert voids in the heads, and 
the hearts, of a kind of licenſed and digni- 
fied houſe-breakers ! modiſh waſters of our 
time and attention ! At laſt, they are gone, 
and would have left me (alone) in ſad com- 
pany, but that your image is come in to my 
relief, and I have the pleaſure to converſe 
with your ſentiments. Next to length in 
your /ife, I ſhall love and defire it, in your 
letters. For there I am ſure to find ſome- 
thing, that exalts me to an eſteem of man- 
kind. Something, that allures me into a 
willing forgetfulnels, that the world, you are 
reconciling me to, is z2/7he you. 
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Axp yet, wicked world as it is! what 
thanks does it not owe to your two friends, 
Mr. * * # and Mr. ** * to whoſe judi- 
cious defire, of a tract of ſuch letters, you 
inform me, we are indebted, for the ſtory 
of Pamela. I muſt conſider theſe gentle- 
Vor. II. M men, 
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men, as a pair of fortunate patriots, who, 
while they were honeſtly purſuing ſome ad- 
vantage, in view for themſelves, have been 
the cauſe of more good, than they aim'd at, 
in behalf of their country. 


Let me, therefore, obſerve, upon how 
narrow, and how weak a foundation, (as to 
matter of fa) you have erected ſuch a 
temple of fancy and wonder, that all the 
powers of wit and of love, and of goodneſs, 
will forever delight to dwell in it, as a ſeat, 
that will call in new worſhippers. And let 
me heartily thank you too, for a thouſand 
diverſify'd rays of the ſame living light, 
which break out in all parts, where the ſub- 
jects allow opportunity, in the laſt ſingle vo- 
lume, you were ſo kind as to ſend me. 


How is it you continue to get time for ſo 
many detach'd applications ? or, rather, 
what do I mean, by that queſtion, to a wri- 
ter, who required but three months, for a 
Pamela? Heavens! is there a man in the 
world, unacquainted with the pen, that aſ- 
ſerts it, who could perſuade himſelf to be- 
lieve this aſtoniſhing ſpeed — in a road full 
of rubs, and unbeaten ? God bleſs the dear 


creatures, 
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2 


creatures, who were always teazi ng t0 hear 
more of Pamela ! ] muſt falute them with 
the hail of an angel, and ſay, bleſſed ſhall ye 


be among women J 
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Bur pray, Sir, by the bye) is it not a 
very ſtrange thing, when one conſiders, 
how full of virtues you ſeem, in theſe won- 
derful actions and ſentiments, to find you 
forgetting the great golden rule of mora- 
lity! Is it doing to others, as you would that 
others ſhould do unto you, when you refuſe to 
acknowledge a charge, that comes home to 
yourſelf, and yet, expect me to be content, 
under a great deal more praiſe, than be- 
longs to mie? I can forgive ſuch a well-bred 
injuſtice, as this, in the gentleman, who 
miſ-judged my poor innocent letter. For 
as I have not the honour to know him, it 
was very ealy to ſuſpect me of a guilt, I 
was free from all thoughts of. But, as for 
you, to whom I have long, I thank God, 
been no ſtranger, it is the leaſt I have right 
to inſiſt on, that, if you won't tale a praiſe, 
you ſhould give none. 


WHarT a genteel, well-turned epigram 
have you ſent me! but from ſo kind, and ſo 
partial a hand, that whatever I may kink, 
M 2 | I will 
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I will ſooner ſay nothing, than confeſs my- 
ſelf charmed, except with that part of it; 
which compares the. ridge of rocks, in the 
Shan, dividing and enfeebling its current, 
to the perplexing intervention of rhyme, in- 
terrupting and weakening the ſenſe of ex- 
prefſion*. The ingenious complaint is too 
juft, (as our verſe is moſt commonly ma- 
naged) for what page in what poet will not 
give, in clear evidence, that rhyme is as 
ſweet a miſleader, as love? And yet, pray 
pleaſe to aſk your good lady, and Miſs M— 
(whoſe judgments, I am ſure, you have un- 
deniable cauſe to confide in) whether it is 
not the fault, or negle&, of mens reaſon, 
when they follow beauty, divided from 
merit ? 


1 am glad your deſigner falls to work on 
the lundles; becauſe there is ſomething too 
intenſely reflective in the paſſions, at the 


* When noble thoughts with language pure unite, 
To give ta kindred excellence its right, 
"Though unencumber'd with the clogs of rhyme, 
Where tinkling ſounds, for want of meaning, chime, 
Which, like the rock, in Shannon's midway courſe, 
Divide the ſenſe, and interrupt its force: | 
Well may we judge ſo ſtrong and clear a rill, 
Flows higher, from the muſes ſacred HiLL. 


pond, 
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fond, that would make ſuch ſignificant calls 
for expreſſion and attitude, as not to allow 
the due pardon, for thoſe negligent /hadows 
of form, which we commonly find; in a 
frontiſpiece. Nay, I am ſo jealous, in be- 
half of our inward idea of Pamela's perfon, 
that I dread any figur d pretence to reſem- 
blance. For it will be pity, to look at an 
air, and imagine it hers, that does not carry 
ſome ſuch elegant perfection of amiableneſs, 
as will be ſure to find place, in the fancy. 


I Have a commiſſion to thank you, again 
and again, for my daughters; what a ter- 
rible condition would you be in, if you were 
bound to read half what they fay of you ! 
'Tis a comfort (you will anſwer) when a 
man has to do with ſuch menacing bagga- 
ges, that women won't find their tongues, 
in a letter! In the mean time, I am afraid, 
there are ladies in your houſe, who are not 
like to come off half ſo ſwimmingly. For 
it ſtands decreed, beyond hope of redemp- 
tion, that the very next day, theſe bold 
threateners ſet their faces for London, what- 
ever quarter in it may eſcape their invaſion, 


Saliſbury Square is the firſt place, againſt 


which they will form their approaches. 
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Nay, and, that all may be out, (as you ſay) 


they have preſs d me along with them, as an 
eſcorte in the march. But I ſhall diſcharge 
this my truſt, like a true modern guide, 
and give notice, when we diſlodge, to the 
enemy. 


Bur for ſhame, let me now make an 
end, leſt you ſhould think, there is no mea- 
ſure of conſcience in, 


Dear Sir, 


Your more prattling bumble Servant, 


Than Pamela, | 


A. HILL, 
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Fuly 29, 1741. 
OV are ever equally rg my dear 
and amiable Mr. R: / and all 


you think, and all you do, is beautiful. 


I will not wound your apprehenſive 
mind, with the particulars of what my days 
and nights have ſuffered, fince the happy 
afternoon we paſs'd in Sal:ſbury Square ; it 
was the laſt and livelieſt of our pleaſures ; 
and it ſeemed, as if the chequer-work of 
human inſtability condemned us to this long 
vexation, becauſe no ſhort or common one 
could be conſidered as a balance for it. 
'Tis not poſſible to tell you, with how 


charm'd a ſenſibility, my daughters and my- 


ſelf, returned from that delightful viſit, and 
what ſchemes were formed between us, for 
renewing and extending the felicity. 


I Have been long accuſtomed to prepare 
and arm my mind, againſt all impreſſions of 
calamity ; but whether frequent exerciſe of 
this too neceflary virtue may now, at laſt, 
have deadened its due power to make re- 
fiftance, or what other weakneſs I ſhould 

„ charge 
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charge it on, I know not; but I find my- 
ſelf leſs able than I ought to be, to ſhake 
oft theſe ſucceſſions of freſh evils, and ſup- 
port a frame of temper, anſwerable to the 
ſhocks they give me. 


Bor I will turn aſide mytelf, and be no 
part of my own proſpect. Let me look at, 
and delight in you, through all your bright- 
neſs of increaſing fame ;—a fame, that ne- 
ver was ſo well deſerved before, and never 
can be hurt by envy. Yet, what a mon- 
I ſtrous breadth of her coarſe clouds have 
I you drawn up, by ſhining on them, with 
too ſtrong a luſtre Sometimes, I pity, and 


. 

| i am ſometimes very angry, at the perſiſting 
| , dullneſs of their malice. Hitherto, how- 
5 ever, it is innocent of conſequence. It muſt 
: | depend on yon, not 7hem, to give ability to 
bk their bad purpoſe. — Should they prevail ſo 
* far, as to deprive the world of any part of 
[ what your public promiſe has now made 


a debt of honour, then, indeed, their influ- 
ence would be felt, and (no doubt) curſed, 
ſufficiently, by late poſterity. _ 
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hour this, dear Sir, you muſt not, cannot 
li ſuffer. — And yet, I almoſt dread to 4, 
| what I long ardently to hear — How far 
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have you gone on, in that bold, dangerous, 
glorious, ſecond part, which no man breath- 
ing, but the author of the fri, is equal to! 
Deliver Pamela from theſe cold murderers, 
who aſſume a merit in deſtroying her. 


My girls, all charm'd, and fill'd with the 
idea of that happy afternoon, will not, 
though they are yet incapable of writing 
their own ſentiments, allow me to ſay any 
thing about them, becauſe (as ſoon as they 
are well enough) they reſerve themſelves 
the pleaſure of avowing, what they feel, and 
wiſh, and pray, for every one of the three 
Joint engagers. — And, as for me, I never 
ſhall be able to expreſs how truly I ſhall 
live and die, 


Dear Mr. R 
Moſt bumble, and 


AFectionate Servant, 


A. Hitt, 
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O#. 15, 1741, 


DEAR SIR, 
KEE but the thorough knowledge, 

that I have, both of your apprehen- 
fion and humanity, could have allowed me 
to be ſilent ſo long; though I had no news 


to tell you, which I could have told you, 
with pleaſure. 


A THOUSAND thanks were due to you, 
for the two delightful ſheets of Pamela, 
Part the 2d, — Where will your wonders 
end ? or how could I be able to expreſs the 
joy it gives me, to diſcern your genius ri- 
ſing, not like a pyramid, ſtill leſſening, as it 
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labours upward — but enlarging its propor- 

tion, with the grace, and boldneſs of a pillar, 

that, however high its ſhaft is lifted, till 

looks largeſt at its capital! Go on, dear 

Sir, (I ſee you will and muſt) to charm and 
| _ captivate the world; and force a ſcribbling 
[4 race to learn and practice one new virtue — 
| to be pleaſed with what diſgraces them. 
li My daughters are in Surrey, preaching Pa- 
1 mela, 
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 mela, and Pamela's inimitable author, with 
true apoſtolical attachment: and they, and 
I. are, every where, and every way, both 
his, and his dear family's, 


Meſt faithful, and 
Aﬀe&tonate humble Servant, 


A. HiLlL, 


To Mr. MALLET. 


Dec. 21, 1741, 
O U have given me, dear Sir, a new 
pleaſure, by that noble one, you fo 
kindly acknowledge, (and which only a 
great genius could have been capable ſo to 
acknowledge) upon receipt of that little re- 
mark or two, which your appeal to my ſen- 
timents, and the regard I muſt have for 
your wiſhes, threw me under a neceſſity of 
ſubmitting to your candor. 


Givx me leave, (notwithſtanding) juſt to 
hint at a truth, which it will be needleſs to 
dwell 
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weak and flattering reluctance in our na- 
ture, that impreſſes moſt of us with too 


calls our truth, or our honour in queſtion ? 
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dwell upon to you, who conceive it with a 
more lively apprehenſion than I do, — that 
one of the moſt irkſome injunctions on 
friendſhip i is advice, — becauſe it is, for the 
moſt part, miſ-conſtrued, as either d:/regard, 
or conceitedneſs, You, who have as little 
reaſon, as any great thinker alive, to appre- 
hend mortification from too much preſump- 
tion that way, are alſo one of the /a/?, from 
whoſe ſelf-approbation, any candid remarker 
would fall into the hazard of diſobliging — 
even by an unauthorized and too buſy frank- 
neſs of heart, in an obtruded ſincerity of opi- 
nion. And yet, I don't know how, but 
there is (I have felt it too often myſelf, and 
I confeſs it, with ſhame and repentance) a 


ſhrinking a ſenſe, upon occafions of ſo 
ſearching a tendency. 


WHAT is it then, we muſt do, when 
ſometimes, the too obliging idea, which our 
friends may have formed of our judgment, 
and, ſometimes their deſire to be confirm'd 
in an efteem, they know due to their own— 


muſt we, on one fide, deceive, by the affec- 
tation 
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tation of too implicit a courthineſs ? — or 
muſt we offend, on the other, by an over- 
officious /mcerity ? 


THERE is, I think, but one honeſt and 
maſculine medium; and that is, to look for, 
to love, and be charmed with every beauty, 
which the work is enriched by, and con- 
feſs it, with all the force and delight it can 
juſtify; and, at the ſame time, to take pains 
without pleaſure, to detect every exceſs, or 
omiſſion, that may do hurt to the man we 
wiſh honoured, and point them out to him, 
with a reſpectful integrity. Whoever acts 
in this manner, may be ſure of contenting 
7100 perſons. He will be ſatisfied with Him- 
ſelf, for the preſent —and his fr;end will 
be pleaſed with him hereafter, 


I Do not, and, indeed, I cannot obſerve 
this, with any eye toward the gentleman, 
to whom I dire& it. But, as it is a rule, 
I have followed, with fometimes the ſame 
ſucceſs, which the freedom of your ſpirit 
has allowed it, at preſent, and ſometimes, to 
the change of much ſeeming attachment, in- 
to future reſerve, and great coldneſi, J have, 
therefore, given you the true ſtate of my 
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thoughts, on ſo trying a touchſtone of friend- 
ſhips ; becauſe, next to the imputation of 
wanting the courage to correct my own er- 


rors, I ſhould be moſt, of all things, aſha- 


med, to ſtand ſuſpected, as one, who takes 


delight, in diſcovering the eſcapes of another. 


AnD now, Sir, I will obey your com- 
mand, and proceed to the remainder of 
what I broke ſhort in my 14ſt. 


I xxnow nothing, at this time, in England, 


(public ſpiritedneſs perhaps only excepted) 


that ſeems /?/s underſtood, and more charged 
with the reverſe of its meaning, than CRI Ti- 


CISM. This is taken ridiculouſly enough, 
to intend only carping ; whereas, to give it 
a name, that would but honeſtly comprehend 
its true qualities, it ought to be called, The 
art of praiſing with pleaſure and reaſon. 


ONE might reduce, I believe, all the /- 
loads of paper which have been pompouſlly 
waſted upon this ſubject, into a contraction, 
like the nut-ſhell of Homer. For after ſubl;- 
ming away the volatile nothings, and throw- 
ing out upon the dunghill, it deſerves, the 
almoſt unliftable caput mortuum, that lies 

a6 heavy 
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heavy and big, at the bottom, there will little 
more be found ſticking to the ſides of the re- 
tort, than what our Tw:ickenham friend, the 
poetical chemiſt, who draws the aromatic ſouls of 
flowers, would be able to expreſs, in a coupler. 


WHar, for example, can a finiſhed poem 
contain at the moſt, but theſe ſeven diſtinc- 
tions, purpoſe, invention, diſpoſition, propriety, 
Force, grace, and expreſſion ? —I think, we 
may venture to be poſitive, that, whatever 
good genius were to print a new piece, if he 
has firſt had the patience, to try all his 
thoughts, by this no very difficult ſcale of 
gradation, muſt contain the whole, that a 
critic dares call for; and, indeed, the whole, 


that a poet can want, even for the warmeſt 
demands of his fancy. 
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Bur, if you find yourſelf inclined, to pull 
open my zut-ſhell, and examine its contents 


more at large, they can need, I think, but 
this ſhort explication: 


PurPoss does not, by choice, but neceſ- 
ſity, demand the fir rank of the ſeven, be- 
cauſe no man can execute any work of in- 
ſtruction, or . which he has not pre- 

viouſly 
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viouſly conceived, in ſome ſcheme for at- 
tempting. 


INvENT1oN has as manifeſt a right to the 
ſecond, becauſe, by the plot, we embody ſome 
ſtory, that gives action and life to our in- 


ſtruction; and, if we attract not the 7magi- 


nation, by the beautiful plan of the conduct, 
our readers can never be znſtruced at all, 
becauſe we never engage their attention. 


Di1sPosITION mail ſtand third, becauſe 
neglect in the order would confound appre- 


henſion; and fo the ſtairs, which ſhould ſup- 
port one another, till they reach the 7% 


flory, being broke into ſeparate flights, ra- 


ther prevent us from finding our way, than 


direct us to the rooms, in due order. 


Axp the fourth ſtep will, of courſe, be 
PROPRIETY, becauſe nothing can move us, 
but nature ; and every thing that! is impro- 


per, is unnatural. 


 Forxct muſt follow Propriety, — becauſe 
abſence of energy leaves objects (however 


natural) too faint to be /fri#:ng ; and, there- 
fore, ſtrong ſentiments are neceſſary to de- 


tain 
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tain buſy minds, till the concluſive event 
of the action. | 


Grace, though next to, muſt come after 
Force, becauſe a faint and unſtriking concep- 
tion can have little effect from its ornament ; 
ſince prettineſs (how poetically ſoever be- 
ſpangled) may be flept over, if unaffecting, 
or too languidly void of animation. But, 
where our mind has been already alarmed 
by a power, in the play of the paſſions, — 
there, add but this grace to that energy, and 
the charm becomes full and reſiſtleſs. 


IT is needleſs to tell you, why ExPpRes- 
$1O0N muſt bring up the rear; for who can 
know, better than yourſelf, that is the co- 
curing, by which the pictures muſt glow. 
It is the g/afs, that reflects all the images. 


AND fo, Sir, you have my ſhort half-inch 
ſcale, for the meaſure of critic ſin. If you 
pleaſe to do it fo much honour, as to apply i 
it to the piece you obliged me with the 
fight of, it will faithfully find theſe d:men- 
ions: — that your purpoſe was one of the no- 
bleſt, and moſt important, in nature — that 
your invention was indulged, by a little too — 
Vol. IL N ſparing | 
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ſparing a haſte, and will be thought not 


quite up to your //ory— that your 4ſt. 


tion was rather impraticabie, than imper- 


fect, from the tos narrow ſcope, you allow- 
ed to the edel, which left too ſhort room 
for the incidents — that your propriety can 
be only ſometimes complained of, in places, 


where there is not intirely an agreement 
preſerved, between thoughts, (always noble 
or tender) and the characters, under which 


they are uttered — that your force, tho un- 
commonly great, in the ſentimente, appears 


* 


leaſt, where it ought to have been me/?, that 
is, not in your conception, but your concei- 
ver, from the hero's too ſinking and ſeden- 


tary complainings — that, as to grace, ſhe 


1s fo lovely and fo dutiful a ch of your own, 
that it 1s pity you conſented to beſtow her, 
beneath the juſt claim of her beauty — and 
that, laſtly, for your expre/fon, — it is Bopy, 
MixD, MuT1oN. 


Bur, to enlarge on what relates to your 
language, if there is a poſſibility to touch 
{peeches to their advantage (upon which 
you pour out your beauties, like a river-god, 
in old ſculpture, from an inclined and inex- 
hauſtible urn) — it muſt be owing, I am 
ſure, 
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ſure, to ſlſtraction; for to add greater em- 
belliſhment, than you give your exyhreſſion, 
would be both a vain and impracticable 
labour. I ſpeak here, with reſtriction to | 
Tragedy, where the payions being inflamed ; 
into intenſe expectation of events, are ſome- 
times too impatient to taſte thoſe deſcrip- 
tive retardments, which, in poems of the 
narrative ſpecies, make the richeſt and moſt 


pleaſing embroidery. 


IT was not, till about the time of ating 
of Athehwold, that I came to reflect at all, 
upon the neceſſity, J am about to explain, 
of regarding (almoſt to the excluſion of 
dreſs) cloſeneſs in the diftion of T; raged ; 
and I will tell you the particular accident, 
that firſt threw me upon the means of diſco- 
vering it. — Among ſeveral friendly ſtric- 
tures, which Mr. Pope was fo kind as to 
mark with black lead, before he returned me 
my manuſcript, the following was one, in 4 
paſſage, which as it ſtood, wh [ ſent it 
him, Was thus : 


— Tho' time has chang'd my love, 
'Tis chang'd but like the diamond, that 
grows brighter, 
By loſs of duſt, in poliſhing. — 
N 2 Tuts 
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Tr1s by %. of duſt was too languid and 
ſpiritleſs an out- crawling, for a ſenſe that 
was lively enough of itſelf ; — and in place 
of it, or rather, indeed, ſhining over it, I 
ſaw this beautiful change for the better — 
and loſt 3ur Dust, in poliſhing. 


AN alteration ſo very ſmall, in its figure, 
and yet, of ſo ſignificant an effect, in the 
new force, it beſtowed on the ſentence, 
{truck conviction into the heart of my vanity, 
and I was taught, from that time, to be 
ſenſible, that it is from the turn, which we 
give to an expre//ion, that we ought to ex- 
pect its chief inuence. But, as when im- 
preſſed by prophetic contagion, Saul Himſelf 
became alſo a propher, I went on, kept in a 
feries, of reflection ſucceeding reflection, 
till, at length, I produced to myſelf this 
concluſion, to the coft of my former diffuſe 
way of waſting much paint in my tragedies. 
J hat (for the moſt part) when, in dramati. 
cal ſpeeches, no ſtrength is wanting, with 
regard to their ſentiments, and yet the effec? 
is found /eſs active, than we hoped it, (tho 
upon an audience that liſtens attentively) that 
deficient effect has been owing to a A 

| 0 
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of figure and phraſe, from an indulgence of 
poetical imagery. For this miſtaken ambi- 
tion, over-expanding the ſenſe into grada- 
tions of unneceſſary ornament, though its 
view was but to enliven Ceſcription, ſerves 
but to divide, to miſlead, and to puzzle at- 
tention, that would elſe have immediately 
been catched, and held down, by the plain 
force of greatneſs in thought, For thick 
painting cools paſſion, and effaces its natural 
energy; while a poet, who puſhes his ſenti- 
ments (like compreſſed air) a great deal clo- 
ſer together, than in the gentler agitations 
of his heart might be neceſſary, derives a 
new /irength, from his diction, that, with a 
kind of elaſtic diſcharge of the ſprr:?, ſtrikes 
both ear and apprehenſion more ſmartly. 


Ir I would recommend to ſome new wri- 
ter, whom I loved, a complete pattern for 
his /anguage, in Tragedy, I would borrow it 
from ſuch ſpeeches as CoR1N's (page ) and 
the HERMIT's (page 18) in your Alfred. 


AND, if you had not been deprived of op- 
portunity, by the Maſque's being fo near its 
appearance, I would have begg'd you to re- 
viſe that fine ſolemn invocation (page 12) 

Ny and 
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and to tell me, whether the buſineſs, where- 
upon thoſe great ſpirits are invited to return 
into /ife, would not better have agreed with 
the generoſity of the Prince, who invokes 


them, if it had received ſome ſuch turn as 
the following : 


— = Sacred ſhade 
Of my lov'd father ! — All ye parted 
ſpirits 
Of my fam'd anceftors ! —— Ariſe from 
death ! | 
Be men, once more! — NoT 70 know pangs, 
like mine, 


But ſtart at ENGLAND's ſhame, —and AID 
her vengeance. 


THERE is one more obſervation, (which 1 
began firſt to make, about eight years ago) 


e. which, if I communicate to ſo riſing a 


genius for the ſtage, as your own, .it may 
produce you many a loud triumph, long af- 
ter I ſhall myſelf be out of the hearing of 
all ſounds, but one, and that a dreadfully 


folemn one ! 


You muſt have ET how much the 


claps in a Tragedy can contribute to its. 
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ſucceſs on the Stage — as well by raiſing the 
ſpirits of the actors, as by awakening the 
hopes of an audience. But it may not, per- 
haps, have occured to you, that, though 
it is ſentiment chiefly, that produces theſe 
claps, there are ſeldom any number of them, 
even in Plays, that are full of fine thoughts, 
becauſe thoſe thoughts are not (as they 
ought to be) drawn ſhort, into a ſtrong and . 
ſententious expre//rveneſs, and pointed out to 
the apprebenſion, by a cloſing reſt, and full 
pauſe, upon the ſenſe; for that both gives 
time for more perfect conceplion of the beauty 
expreſſed, and for the applauſe, that approves 
and rewards it. —W hereas, moſt actors in- 
diſcreetly run on, when they do not foreſce 
ſuch applauſe, and %% it, by not ſtopping 
on a thought, that invites it, unleſs the ſenſe 
is cut ſhort, ſo as, in a manner, to conſtrain 

them to allow it the weight, that is proper to- 
it. The want of this art appears viſibly: 
but the practice of it will always enable a 
writer of a ſkill, to prepare, in all his frong,. 
or his Paſſionate ſpeeches, as many Clap- 
traps, for the moſt part, as couplets. 


I wit. ſhew you my meaning more 
clearly, by dividing into ſuch barriers and 
N 4 breaks 
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hreaks (as the uſe I ſpeak of) wo of your 


ſpeeches, in Alfred, ſo abounding in excel- 
lent /houghts, that one could not wiſh them 
more ſtrong, than you have made them al- 
ready, — and yet, you ſhall ſee how that 


 firength may appear with double the impreſ- 


ſiveneſs. For the a&or, at every mark of a 
far, being compelled by the ſenſe, to pauſe 
full — (I ſuppoſe him, however, an actor of 
genius) as many clafgs would infallibly fol- 
low, and throw the _ into an uproar of 


pleaſure. 


High heaven forbid, 


One, Engliſh born, ſhould ever count, as 


gain, 
What villainy | procur'd him — Are we 
— 
Be honeſty our riches ! * — Are we low ? 
Let an ennobled ſcorn of baſeneſs raiſe us!“ 


Tis the try'd heart alone, that W di- 
flinftion. 


Hands, that var toil for peace — deſ piſe fol 


[ution., * 


Our daily labcur is our daily wealth, 


And never bing what we never want, 
Bribes are diſgrace, . beneath us. 
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As to the change of Britiſh into Engliſb, 
J am far from being ſo little acquainted with 
the right and merit of the north part of our 
i/land, as to have ſubſtituted, for the ſake of 
an impertinent partiality, a word leſs juſt, in 
our days, no doubt, than your own was; 
but Corin, I conclude to have been a Saxon, 
and ſo the Britons, who were his country- 
men's enemies, could have no claim to a 
ſhare in his compliments. I proceed now 


to the ſecond ſpeech, and divide it for c/aps, 
like the former. 


Hear me, thou aweful power, that ſee'ſt 
my ſoul ! 

If, to diſgrace a crown my genius tends, 
Ne'er let my feeble deeds defame a people? * 
Teach me torule them, with a father's heart, 
And love my ſubjects into ſenſe of duty. 


Let only bad men fear, and falſe ones hate 
me | 


Teach me to raz/e dejected England's name, 


And ſwell th' :nſulted found with warlike 
terror.“ | 


Guardian of virtue, induſtry, and law, 


Let every good man's wrongs reproach my 


tameneſs , * 


Teach me to plant new knowledge, tempt 
new arts, 


Protect 
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me, 


heaven! 


Protect lov'd liberty, and fix her Ready, * 
Teach me to ſcorn mean avarice, ſhun 

proud rage, | 
And, twixt the raar of factions, cer un- 
driven |! * 


Or, if unfit for theſe great ends, thou find' ſt 
Ne'er let me lend a ſullied name, kind 


To eke, the humble lifts, that fair'd a 


throne. * 


HERE you ſee, Sir, that, without changing 

a thought --- only by dividing the road into 
mrnpikes, for claps, to pay toll at, there could 
not fail to ariſe, at leaſt, the eight I have 
marked, (I am poſitive and ſure of it, from 
my attentive experience, in a long obſerva- 
tion of the taſte and the practice of audien- 
ces) whereas the turn that has connected 
your ſpeech, into that beautifully continued 
chain of dependencies, could not poſſibly 
(and ſo you will find) excite more than one 
ingle clap, and that, not till the end of the 
laſt line, before which, expectation being 
held in ſuſpence, ſuch an interruption would 
make the audience afraidof loſing t 


he thread 
of the meaning. e 


I HAVE 
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I HAvE done, dear Sir, at laſt; and I am 

not without ſome fear, you will hear that 

with pleaſure, ſo I dare not detain you any 

longer, than while I adorn my name with 4 

diſtinction it delights Ito appear in, which 
is that of 


Your moſt faithfully alfectionate, 


Humble Servant, 


A. HILI. 


P. S. I may appeal to the length of this 
letter, that it cannot be out of lazineſs, 
I intreat your permiſſion to decline Pro- 
logues or Epilogues, for one, who is ſo 
much richer than his friends, whom he 
begs from, that I wonder he is not a- 
ſham'd of his varice ] 
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Protect lov'd liberty, and fix her Heady, * 

T each me to ſcorn mean avarice, ſhun 
proud rage, | | 

And, twixt the roar of factions, Peer un- 
driven! | 

Or, if unſit for theſe great ends, thou find'ſt 

me, 

Ne'er let me lend a ſullied name, kind 
heaven! 

To eke, the humble liſts, that fain'd a 
throne. * 


HERE you ſee, Sir, that, without changing 
a thought --- only by dividing the road into 
mrnpikes, for claps, to pay toll at, there could 
not fail to ariſe, at leaſt, the eight I have 
marked, (I am poſitive and ſure of it, from 
my attentive experience, in a long obſerva- 
tion of the taſte and the practice of audien- 
ces) whereas the turn that has connected 
your ſpeech, into that beautifully continued 
chain of dependencies, could not poſlibly 
| (and fo you will find) excite more than one 
ingle clap, and that, not till the end of the 
laſt line, before which, expectation being 
held in ſuſpence, ſuch an interruption would 
make the audience afraid of loſing the thread 
of the meaning. e 


I nave 
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I HAVE done, dear Sir, at laſt; and I am 
not without ſome fear, you will hear that 
with pleaſure, ſo dare not detain you any 
longer, than while I adorn my name with a 
diſtinction it delights Ito appear in, which 
is that of 


Nour moſt faithfully aſfectionate, 


Humble Servant, 


A. HILI. 


P. S. I may appeal to the length of this 

letter, that it cannot be out of Jazineſs, 

I intreat your permiſſion to decline Pro- 

logues or Epilogues, for one, who is fo 

much richer than his friends, whom he 

begs from, that I wonder he is not a- 
ſham'd of his avarice / 
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The following Letter was ſent, by Aaron 
HIIL, Eſq; to à certain Lord, who bas, 
at that time, one of the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty. 
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| uly 26, 1742, 
My Los, _ 12 
HEN I conſider your known ge- 
nius, fo adapted to marine improve- 
ments, and, in conſequence, to the impor- 
tant duties of a Lord of the Admiralty, I can 
no longer reſiſt my impulſe, to preſent you 
with a naval ſcheme; and I will do it in de- 
fiance of that almoſt ſure neglect, which men, 
who know the world, expect to meet with, 
when, in a private fituation of life, they 
take upon them to reflect for the pub/ich. 
But your Lordſhip's ſp:ri?, if I know it 
rightly, is, at the ſame time, both apt and 
enterprizing ; ſo that he, who can bring 
reaſons, to convince your underſtanding, will 
find no dull cold ubs, to ſtop him, in your 
fleghm, or your averſion to new notions : 
and this, as rates go now, is a good fortune 
not to be too boldly truſted to. 
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THERE is ſomething, ſo impoliticly little, 
ſomething, ſo proyokingly 4 iſgraceful! (to 
4 nation, 
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4 nation, that preſumes and boaſts inſelf the 
miſtreſs of the ocean) in thoſe ſults, 
which we ſuffer ourſelves to be expoſed to, 
by the capture of ſuch numbers of our tra- 
ding veſſels, in our very channel, at the very 
opening of our beſt defended harbours, un- 
der the noſes (as one may ſay) of our guard- 
ſhips and cruigers, that it cannot be reflected 
on, by a diſintereſted Engliſbman, without 
bluſhes and horror: nor by th:nking, and 
impartial Foreigners, but with ſuch conclu- 
ſions from it, as muſt repreſent both as and 
our preten/ions, empty, vain, weak, power- 
leſs, or ridiculous : and all this with double 
and more juſt impreſſion, as the enemy we 
are ſo ſhockingly inſulted by, is known, and 
univerſally conſidered, as the moſt contempti- 


ble, for ſea affairs, perhaps, in CHriſtendom. 


Ir it were doubtful, whether we could 
check theſe depredations, we might learn 
content, from a ſuppoſed neceſſity of ſuffer- 
ing them with tameneſs. But far from it — 
'twere the moſt eaſy, and moſt certain thing 
in nature, not to repel them only in their 
inſolent attempts, but abſolutely to reſtrain 
and bridle their capacity, of ſending out a 
privateer againſt us. — And this, methinks, 
is what would beſt become the ſpirit of the 


Engliſh | 
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Engliſh nation. For, to ſpread our cruiſers 
up and down the ſeas, in chaſe of every 
petty rover, that, depending on his cars and 
canvas, ſhuns an enemy, if found too ſtrong, 
and preys, with ſafety, on a weaker, — is a 
ſcene, that might provoke a cynic to com- 
pare us to boys, running up and down, to 
throw their hats at ſingle bees, that rob their 
mother's honeyſuckles, when the good old w9- 
man knows a trick worth twenty of it; and 
can pen whole hives of the light rogues to- 
gether, and then choak them, with the {mel] 
of brimſtone. 


Ir your Lordſhip pleaſes but to reflect, 
how ſhort the ſea line is, from Guernſey, - 
round by Uſhant, on to Cape Finnifterre, and 
that almoſt all the damage we ſuſtain, is 
from the Spaniſh ports, along the Bay of 
Biſcay, there will need but little argument, 
to manifeſt the bene/its we might receive, by 
blocking up, not their ports ſingly, but that 
whole offenſive bay, at once, — by a ſtrong, 
tripple line of ſhips, extending from about 
our ifles of Guernſey and Jerſey, to Cape Fi- 
niſterre abovementioned; becauſe were 
the line ſtretched over to the Corniſb coaſt, 

the Spaniſh capers might, by keeping the 


French 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 191 


; French ſhore aboard, ſteal round into our 
channel. 


To do this, with ſure and terrible effect, 
there need not be employed more veſſels, 
than, as things now ſtand, are ordered out, 
on random cruizes, — For example, the de- 
grees are 8, from 43, the latitude of the 
cape, to 51, or thereabouts; that of our 
coaſt of Cornwall, and the diſtance much the 
ſame, by rounding the line eg, to Guernſey. 
— Suppoſe then, that there were employed, 
upon this ſtation, eight or nine fourth, eight 

fifth, and eight of the beſt ſixth-rate veſlels : 
the whole number being 24, or 25, would 
form three lines, at about ten leagues diſ- 
tance, each /ide line from the middle one; 
ſo as to poſſeſs a breadth of threeſcore 


miles, for the whole length of near upon 
five hundred. 


I MENT10N three lines, becauſe, in caſe 
of one line only, where the ſhips that form 
it, keep the too great diſtance of a whole 
degree from one another, it would be im- 
poſſible to hinder privateers, from paſſing 
ſafe, through any of the openings; and, tho' 
this might be ſomewhat helped, by ſtation- 
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ing che four or five and twenty, in one line, 
at diſtances of only fifteen miles aſunder, 
yet, it would ſtill be found impracticable, 
in ſuch a diſpoſition, to prevent a nimble 
pilferer from breaking out, or in, by favour 
of a dark and ſtormy night, at any of the 
intervals, and getting out of fight, by day- 
break. 


UpoN which conſideration, it ſhould ſeem 
the ſureſt method, to aſſign the mddle line 
to eight, or nine, fourth rates, each diſtant 
one degree; and then to form two ide lines, 
_ eaſt and weſt, each thirty miles wide of that 
© middle one, placing eight ſixth rates, for the 
inner, or the eaſiward line, ranged right 
againſt the center of the openings of the 
middle one. And eight fifth rates for the outer 
line of all, to lie right oppoſite, againſt the 
openings to the Weſt of the fame midale 
range, (as I have marked in the ſketch in- 
cloſed) — In ſuch an order, any veſſel, that 
attempts to paſs this tripple line, muſt come 
within five leagues of ſome, or other, of 
theſe ſtation ſhips, ſurrounding her, which, if 
the dares attempt by day, ſhe muſt infalli- 
bly be crofed, and intercepted—and, ſhould 
ſhe take advantage of the night, yet, as the 
| breadth 
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breadth of the three lines extends to fixty 
miles, ſhe could not poſſibly have run that 
diſtance, before day-/ight would diſcover her, 
to that part of one of the out-lines, which 
happens to lie beſt for croſſing her. 


Ir ſhips, ſo ſtationed, had inſtructions to 
preſerve their /at;tudes, to what exactneſs 
they find poſſible, eaſting and weſtzng only, 
when they move, and that, to no great dif- 
tances, (except when chaſing) and were 
once in ſix weeks, or two months, to be all 
relieved together, by a new, clean, ſquadron, 
and called home, to guard our coaſts, and 
then re- victualled and refreſhed, in our own 
harbours, there could be little difference be- 
tween the readineſs (in any ſudden and 
emergent uſe) of ſhips ſo poſted, within 
call, on ſervice, and a ſquadron fitted out 
for channel obſervation. - 


I sAY nothing, here, as to the Bay if Ca- 
dia, and places thereabouts, becauſe a little 
ſquadron, at Gibraltar, might be injoined to 
keep a watch upon that quarter, and, in 
concert with the Port-Mahon ſhips, ma- 
nage matters ſo, as, at the ſame time, to 
prevent all danger, from the other Spaniſh 

Vol, II, Q harbours, 
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harbours, within the Szrezghts, along the 
Med. terranean. 


Bur I confine myſelf, at preſent, to their 
ports upon the ocean ; from which, in ſuch 
a diſpoſition on our part, I don't ſee, how a 
ſingle ſhip of bers could put to ſea, with 
any proſpect of elcaping us, at going out, or 
coming 4ack again, whether with booty, or 
without it. Nor need I, to an apprehenſion 
like your Lordſhip's, hint the eaſe, where- 
with a ſquadron, fo diſtributed, might draw 
together, on a ſudden, when occaſion call'd, 
to intercept their ſhips of war, or trade, 
bound to or from America, — Nor will I 
dwell upon the little need of convoys, ſuch a 
{ſcheme would leave us under the neceſſity 
of preſjins for, compared with that de- 
mand, as things now ſtand ; nor will 1 
touch upon the dreadful reputation, which 
our maritime ſuperiority would draw, from 
ſuch a viſible ſea-ch277, thrown over the 
preſumption of our enemies, and their abet- 
tors, who could never fail to ſee, and feel, 
the ſhare, their ſituation gives them, in the 


ſame reſtraint, that humbles their proud 
neighbour, 


ALL 
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ALL theſe, and many other natural con- 
ſequences, branching out, from this new 
diſpoſition, will, I know, at once, be preſent 
to ſo active an imagination as your Lord 
ſhip's. — So ſubmitting the idea to your diſ- 
regard, or your improvement, I ſubſcribe 
not my true name, becauſe I have in view 
no intereſt, but that of my country ; and for 
that cauſe only, take the liberty to write 


myſelf, 
., Your Lordſhip's 
Unknown humble Servant, 
ANGLICUS, 
To Mr. PoPPLE. 
DEAR SIR, aint 


j Am very much obliged to you for your 
bottle of Bermudas rum, which came 
incloſed under ſo mathematical and well- 


woven a cover, that I was loth to unrayel 
the baſket. 


O 2 | You 
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You have pleaſed me not a little, by your 
intelligence, that the Bermudians turn theit 
thoughts upon rum, from the cane juice, 
without boiling up into ſugar. This will 
come out to much better account, than a 
ſugar manufature, in that iſland, where, 
confidering the thin ſratum of earth on 
their ſurface, they can hardly expect to 
make above three hogſheads of muſcovadb, 
at moſt, from an acre; and that at a very 
great charge too, -of coppers, and other ex- 
pences, which will be ſaved in the rum trade. 
And yet, from the ſame quantity of cane- 
juice, that would yield but thoſe three hog- 
ſheads of ſugar, they will diſtil, if they go 
rightly to work, about double that quantity 
of rum, without any of the buſtle of evapo- 
rating and graining, as for the other. 


Tuars firſt fruit of their purpoſe, which 


has been ſent you over, by your brother, the 
governor, is a genuine and excellent rum; 


and ſo much too high drawn, that my bot- 
tle bore the addition of near half a pint of 
water, and remained ſtill of good proof, 


with a taſte more agreeable, and only the 
ſofter tor reducing. 


THERE 


THERE is one, and but one, defect, that 
will need to be remedied; and it may be 
helped, by an eaſy change in their manner 
of working. This, like moſt rum, has an 
empyreuma ; forgive me the cant of a tech- 
nical term, I might as well, in plain Eng- 
liſb, have called it, a twang of the fire; a 
burnt taſte and ſmell, cauſed by a too clam- 
my conſiſtence in the waſh, when put into 
the Hill, where it adheres to, and coats the 
ſides of the metal, and coming into contact 
with the fire, incruſtates (like burnt-to milk) 
in the boiling, and communicates that diſ- 
agreeable ſmatch to the ſpirit, for which the 
rum of the Leeward iſlands has long been 
remarkable; and ſo has to much even of 
that from Jamaica and Barbadbes. 


I am afraid, the Bermudians contribute 
ſome unneceſſary ſuper- addition of thick- 
neſs to the juice, by boiling up into a groſſer 
conſiſtence, before they ferment it; where- 
as, it naturally comes out of the cane a great 
deal too ſyrupy, to ferment with the requi- 
fite freedom. They ſhould rather have 
made it thinner, by mixing with it a third 
part, or more, of pure water, before they 

by O 3 {et 
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ſet it to ꝛu0 0. It would then have ferment- 
ed to perfection, becauſe the diluter the li- 


quid, the more freely will the ſaline parti- 


cles diſſolve in it, and expand themſelves 
with a better effect, for attenuating, divi- 
ding, and rarifying the o/eaginous coheſion 
of the fluid. And thereby not only increaſe 
the ſpirit in quantity: but (what is of 
infinitely more deſirable advantage) com- 
pleatly acidulate and ſharpen the liquor ; 
which, in that condition, goes into the fill, 
with a ſmell, almoſt as acrid as vinegar, 
and quite deprived of its fulſome and teach 


| tenacity. — The certain good conſequence 


of ſuch an entire rarification of the groſs, 
ſtinking, vegetable ois of the ſubje&, is, 
that the ſprr:zt comes down with a keen 
pleaſant picquancy, like arrack, in place of 
that nauſeous, coarſe, rummy flavour, fo 
diſtaſteful to palates, that have not been 
uſed to it. And now, I will tell you a ſe- 
cret — which 1s ſo truly and importantly 
ſuch, that there is hardly any body, I think, 
but yourſelf, to whom J would tell it. 


THr1s is not only /ke arrack — it actually 
is arrack, and the true way that they make 
the belt ſort of it in India, where they have 
three 
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three very different kinds; (the word in 
the Indoſtan tongue, ſignifying no more than 
a ſpirit); they have Goa arrack, Batavia ar- 
rack, and Pariarr arrack. 


GOA arrack is a diſtillation from 72ddy 
(the juice of the palm tree) Batavia arrack, 
from the juice of their ſugar cave, fermented 
to ſowerneſs, and kept ſome time to grow 
fine, in cloſe veſſels, before diſtillation; 
and Pariarr arrack, the leaſt valued of the 
three, is 77ce-wort diſtilled into brandy. 
But this is, as it were, the gin of the Indies, 
in no eſteem but among the vulgar, and 
| borrowing its name from the porters, and 


Joweſt dregs of the people. So that, ſince 


the arrack of Batavia, which, you know, is 
molt valued here, in Europe, is a product 
from only this juice, that your friends in 
Bermudas begin to be ſtored with, I leave 
it to your own reflection, and theirs, what 
ule may be drawn from the diſcovery, after 
having added, that, what I tell you, con- 


cerning it, is no gueſs or imagination of 


my own, but an abſolute and poſitive fact, 
which I have known to be ſo many years; 
and of which, when it can do you any ſer- 
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vice, to be more fully and minutely in- 
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formed, I will give you undeniable evi- 
dence. | 


In the mean time, if the good people of 
Bermudas, without troubling themſelves to 
diſtil a completely perfect and elegant ar- 
rack, ſhould only practice ſo much of the 
proceſs directed above, as to clean, improve, 
and enliven the taſte of their rum, into a 
reputation beyond that of Jamaica, (which 
it is an impoſſibility for them to miſs of 
immediately) they will remember, with no 
ſhort-liv'd gratitude, the æra of your bro- 
ther's government, from whom, and his fa- 
mily, they receive the advantage. Con- 


clude me always, with a faithful affec- 
tion, 


De ar 8 r, 
Your moſi obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


A. Hitt, 


= 
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To Mr. Joun ATKINs. 


OF. 26, 1742. 

77 
| 1 Havx read your Navy Surgeon, with the 
pleaſure and improvement you have, 
every where, enriched it with a power of 
communicating. It is a preſent I ſhall al- 
ways place the higheſt value on, and am 
_ exceedingly obliged to you, for the frequent 


opportunities I ſhall draw from it, to re- 


member its inſtructive author, with the gra- 


titude, and the eſteem, ſo due to his good 


nature and capacity, 


TRE ſatire, in your introduction, is ſe- 
verely ſharp and ſtinging, But then, it is 
ſo juſtly founded, and ſo viſibly deſerved, 
that every man of honour, truth, and rea- 
ſon, muſt approve and be delighted with it. 
So too, they muſt, with many new and 
ſtrong reflections, you have ſcatter'd, with 
a liberal hand, throughout the treatiſe; 
Nor can J help remarking, with how bold 
and fine a touch, you venture to diſſect the 
unde of men, as freely, as you would their 
bodies! J am, with many thanks, 

Sir, Neurs, &c. 


A. Hitz. 


- 
. l 1 
” 5 — — ww” Re 4 * I 3 — - = WW. _- — * 
— q Sv 1 WS yr go — 2 3 
— — > II, oe 2 2 - — 1 13 * — — = 7 i= 
X* _ * « — — = . _—; þ MID —Y > ». 7 


3 
> 


r — 7 
"Ig ot — * TRE. 
— — 5 OS, * Was 


oy - 
y * 
* 
4 
i 
i! 


SE DIEIETFESEE 


= — — a —— — 
— 
E - 2 — 
Fo So 


—  - 


Ss 


SY! 
en Lake ting 


v 
4; 


——_— 
RE — 3 


202 Ok TOINAL LETTERS: 
To Mr. RIC R. 
Nov. 4, 1742. 
STR, 


J VER fince Friday was ſen'night, 
I have lengthened my ſtay, in this 
malignant ſituation, on my brother's inform- 
ing me, that J might daily hope the favour 
of a letter from you, which now having 
Teceiv'd, I dare ſtand the danger no longer; 
but have given orders for the coach to mor- 
row morning, to carry me back, into the dry 
upland air of Hertfordſhire, where, if it 
pleaſes God, that I recover, I deſign to 
paſs ſome middle months of the winter in 


London, and ſhall often hope the pleaſure 


of ſeeing you : If, on the contrary, my laſt 
ſands are running, may you long hve on, 
and proſper in all your deſigns and deter- 
minations, to the equal increaſe of your for- 


tune and your reputation. 


As to the Play, I don't know what 1 
ſhould reply to the remarks you have ſent 
me upon it; there being ſeveral expreſſions 
which forbid me to think, they can be 


yours; and indeed, I am half drawn to ſuſ- 
pect 
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pect, that you good- nature, unwilling to 
read a friend's Tragedy, with a view to 
obſerve but what to cenſure, and yet not in- 
clining, perhaps, (for ſome private reaſon) 
to act it, you put in into the hands of a 
nameſake of Cæſar's in Egypt, whoſe opi- 
nion it was eaſier to foreſee, than he would 
find it to vindicate. 


Howrvrx this may have been, I will 
ſend you a few remarks on thoſe obſer- 
vations, and conſider *em without the leaſt 
acrimony, becauſe your have done em the 
favour of allowing them to come to me, in 
your name. And wherever I find the 
ſmalleſt unmiſtaken obje ction, I will alter 
the place it relates to, with pleaſure : but let 
me venture to aſſure you, before hand, 
that you will acknowledge moſt of them, to 


have been raſb, unweigh'd, and ill: founded. 


Ir you wiſh, dear Sir, to decline the 
acting of Ceſar, return it me, frankly with- 
out putting yourſelf to the trouble of aſ- 
ſigning any cauſe, but your will or conveni- 
ency. I ſhall be far from taking it ill, for, 
I am naturally, and diſintereſtedly, your 
well-wiſher, independent on what ſenti- 
ments you may have conceived, either of 


me 
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me, or my underſtanding. But, if you will 
be ſo good to bring it on, do it with that 


ſpirit and generofity, which you have, in 


this letter, encourag'd me to hope for, when 
you tel] me, in very kind, and obliging ex- 
preſſions, that you will do any thing in your 
power, that may (in ny ſhape) tend to my 
ſervice. 


Your acting this Play will tend greatly 
to my ſervice; and as this 1s an affair, that 
is and muſt lie at nobody's deciſion, but 
yours, I am loth to increaſe my preſent 
pain, by the mortifying ſuſpicion, of your 
wanting ſo much regard for me, as that 
comes to, and eſpecially, as I have told you, 
that you ſhould be indemnified, againſt any 
poſſible loſs, by, 


Sir, 
Your moſt faithfully aff ectionate, 
And obedient humble Servant, 


A. HIIIL. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 205 


To Mr. MALLET. 


May 9, 1743- 
DEAR SIR, 

T is beſt to be ſilent, where what muſt 

be ſaid would give pain to our friends. 

I have, therefore, writ nothing, in anſwer 

to the kindneſs expreſs'd in your laſt : be- 

cauſe I could only have told you, that my 


daughter's relapſe had made me deſpair 


of her recovery, The Surry air, howe- 
ver, and advance of the ſpring, have al- 
moſt encouraged me to hope, ſhe is 
now out of danger. Twenty times, while 
at the worſt, ſhe repeated the reflection, 
how cloſely our diſappointments ſucceed, 
to the proſpects of our pleaſures ! For the 
laſt day ſhe was able to hold up her head, 
ſhe had the honour of thanking your La- 


dy, for an obligaticn, always uppermoſt in 
her memory. 


As to myſelf, I have never /ince ſeen Lon- 
don, but in paſſing through a part of it, the 
remoteſt, in all lights, from that which your 
choice has diſtinguiſh'd. I don't know, 


whether you are ſtill there, or no; but ſend 
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out this letter on diſcovery : a writer, po- 
liſh'd into the modern embelliſhments, 
would have taken this opportunity to ſhew 
his erudition in French, by the word recon- 
noitre —— Horrible affectation of jargon ! 
ſuch abominable inſertions, as this phraſe; 
and Zapis and ecclairciſiment, and all the 
frightful ef cetera, moſt in faſhion, into a 
language, they rather ſtick to, than unite 
with, ſeem to me as ridiculous 'an endea- 
vour, as an act for naturalization of blacka- 
moors | —- The inherent oppoſition of co- 
lour makes a jeſt of, and repulſes authority. 


I $ICKEN'D into the occaſion of this 
remark upon reading a few late pamphlets, 
which were ſent to me as Engliſb ones. I 
don't know whether it may not be ſtraining 
the point a little too far, but I can't forbear 
confidering this ſubordinate diſpoſition, to 
receive French words and French faſhions, as 
a kind of national dependency, that reſem- 


bles a conqueſt. 


In the mean time, I recolle& (while I 
am touching this ſubject, to a maſter of our 
language, who knows what reaſons we have 


for deſpiſing the //avery) I recolle& I ſay, 
a little 
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a little poetical ſtream, that I drew from a 
French fountain; and deſign'd to have let 
it creep towards your ocean, upon my firſt 
meeting with a paragraph, in the News-pa- 
pers, that mention'd your marriage, But, I 
don't know how I laid it bye and forgot it, 
which I mention, with ſome wonder: not 
becauſe I writ it myſelf — but becauſe the 
ſubjeft call'd for laſting impreſſion. 


I nap been looking into father Boubours, 
(whom Mr. Addiſon calls the be? of the 
French critics) and had met with the fol- 
lowing verſes; which are highly in that 
author's favour, for a ſimplicity not infe- 
rior, he ſays, to Ovid or Catullus. 


Eleve dans la vertue, 

Et malbeureux, avec elle, 

Je diſois, a quoi ſers tu, 
Pauvre, et ſterile, Vertu? 

Ta Droiture, et tout ton Zele, 
Tout compte, tout rabatu, 

Ne valent pas un feſtu. 


Mais woyant qua Pon couronne, 
Aujourd buy, le grand Poraponne, 
Auſſitot, je me ſuis teu; —_ 
A quelque ehoſe, elle eft bonne. 
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Tat fimplicity I ſaw; and liked very 
well. But there was ſomething, which J 
did not ſee, that ought, in my opinion, 
to have been there. - Something of a con- 
ception, not leſs plain, yet fuller — with a 
livelier caſt of humour, in the turn ;. and 
ſomewhat, too of — : methought 
ſeem'd wanting. 


I was full of an idea, more inſpiring, than 
a dozen of his Pomponues; ſo took a dia- 
mond pen out of my pocket, and commit- 
ted the inſcription following to the truſt 
of a glaſs monument ; not perhaps too 


brittle for the fancy. 


Taſte, ſaid I, and deep diſcerning, 
Grace and virtue too thrown in; 
Air-like eaſe, and ſun-like learning, 
All are claims not worth a pin. 
No, ſaid Truth, and frown'd her nod to't, 
Fortune lives with none of theſe ; 
Fools and there ſhe ſwore by G—d to't, 
Fools are thoſe, ſhe works to pleaſe. 
How, cry'd Wit! -- behold ! a MALLET, 
In our ELsTo8B's. boſom bleſs'd : 
Once, ſaid Truth, I'm cf! — recal it: 


Miracles muſt ſtand confeſs 'd. 
I a 
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I am ſure, there is reaſon enough, here: 
As for wt, I don't know, what to ſay to 


that part of my verſion: All I can aſſert, 


with any poſitive evidence, is, that whatever 
the quantity of wit may have been, a Go- 
thic rogue of a cat has thrown it out of 
the window. The miſchief of his heart was 
levell'd at a poor bird, but that eſcap'd, 
and a leſs tuneful compoſition ſuffer'd. 85 
that it is owing to the ſcribling induſtry 
of a buſy little compiler in the family, 


that J have now the opportunity of ſending 
you this truly petite piece of, 


Dear Sir, 
Yeur moſt humble, 
And affetionate Servant, 
A. HIII. 
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To Mr. MALLET, | 
May 24, 1743. 


DAR Sin, 


MI. daughter, who has been learning 


to milk Cows, in north Surry, at a 
true country-cottage, will have a good deal 
of difficulty to allow the -propriety of that 
name, to ſo courtly a ſituation, as yours, at 
Strand-Green, 1s ; but ſhe will tell you her 
own thoughts of the matter, when ſhe has 
the pleaſure to wait on your Lady: and I 
hope, from the daily increaſe of her ſpirits, 
it will not be long, before J may venture to 
take her with me, in a voyage, which ſhe 
thinks of ſo chearfully. 


In return for the good news you tell me, 
of Socrates, and his reſurrection into life 
everlaſting, you call me to a ſtricter account 
of the uſe, I am making of leiſure, than 
I have enabled myſelf, on a ſudden, to 
give you: I am very buſy; but it is, like 
the Gnats, when they people a ſun-beam : 
My excurſions are various, but ſhort : one 
perſuit meets and croſſes another : I begin 
many tarts, but end nothing: Imagination 

is 
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is a kind of % to the judgment; ſhe at- 
tracts, and delights by her beauties ; but 
then ſhe quite ſpoils all reliſh of a coarſer 
ſociety, however ſolid or dirtily uſeful. 


I am proceeding by fits, in my Eſſay on 
expreſſing the paſſions : I am preparing heads, 
too, for a taſk of your ſetting me, on the 
ſubject of criticiſm. I am finiſhing the 
laſt four books of my Gideon; I am collect- 
ing, or rather ſelecting a thouſand trifles, 
printed and unprinted, with, intention to 
raiſe an army of volumes, and break out, 
in full form, upon the public. And now I 
talk in the ſtrain of a ſoldier, let me add, 
that I am far gone in a new art of war. 
In ſhort, I can no more tell you, 
how many amuſements I am engag'd in, 
than oben J ſhall be able to get to the end 
of them. -—- Pray have you yet met with 
this new-publiſh'd poem, I ſend you? 


BuT you were aſking what I think of 
the ſtory of Socrates, for a Tragedy ? -— In 
your hand, I believe, he may ſhine in a 
dramatical light; as he muſt if he would 
charm on the Theatre. For the philoſophi- 
cal ray is too faint for the claſh of paſſions : 
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this objection, that lay againſt Cato, will 
bear equally bad againſt Socrates : And yet, 
I really think, that, with a view to the 
reigning malignance of party, and its de- 
ſtructive oppoſition to virtue, ſome great 
and ſtriking good uſe might be made of 
the ſtory. 


TERROR; for example, may be power- 


fully mov'd by the factious agitations, and 


vigilant activity of malice, in the friends of 
the accuſing fide, oppos'd to, and preventing 
the generous contrivances of Crito, and the 
favourers of Socrates, to procure his eſcape, 
(firſt) which the priſoner's own heroic 
firmneſs, and contempt of his ſentence, 
diſappointing all poſſible hope of; the next. 
attempt might be, to reſcue him by force 
of arms; and this by ſome beautiful in- 
vention, being abſolutely brought to effect, 
and Socrates at full liberty, triumphant 
over his enemies, and invited by the popu- 
lar cry with the power of Archon, how 
ikrikingly great, and dramatically terrible, 
would it be, to convene friends, and ene- 
mies, in one general aſſembly; and there- 
in, after expreſſing in the ſtrongeſt lights, 
che injuſtice, and villainy, of his ſentence ; 

and 


rr i 


and the danger ariſing to the public 
adminiſtration, by ſuch permiſſſon of pri- 
vate oppreſſion, proceed, inſtead of accept- 
ing the government irregularly offer'd 
him, to ſhow the yet greater danger, of 
contributing the plea of a philoſopher's 
example, toward encouraging a tumul- 
tuous reſiſtance, in violation of eſtabliſh'd 
laws, and their authority ; in confirmation 
of which, he may be ſuppos'd to have 
procur'd the pciſenous draught beforehand 
from the keeper, and taking it out of his 
boſom, drink it, reſolutely, and calmly, to 
the bottom, in the face, and to the gſtoniſb- 
ment of the aſſembly : The fury, which 
would be naturally excited by ſo calami- 
tous and provoking an event, might imme- 
diately produce the violent deaths of Any- 
tus and Melitus: (which, you know, was 

_ afterwards the real conſequence) and cer- | 
tainly, from the preparation, maturation, 
and turn, of all theſe ſtrongly agitative, 
and tragical incidents, the terror would be 
produc'd fufficiently. 
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_ AFTER which, follows ſuch vaſt room, 
tor compaſſion, in the manner, and pathe- 
tic and inſtructive ſublimity of his death, that 

1 1 don't 


214 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


I don't know, as the idea grows, under 
this ſhort, and haſty examination, of the 
ſubject, whether you may not work up, as 
active a Tragedy, upon a ſtory, which would 
generally be fear'd too tame, too paſſively 
declamatory, as on any other ground-work, 
from the Greek or Roman hiſtory, 


Ir you would have fuller hints, and a 
more weigh'd, and perfect ſcheme, I will 
think more deliberately, how the ſubject 
might be animated, by moſt warmth of 
action, under ſuch a pen, as yours is. 


THERE occurs, this moment, a new diffi- 
culty ; and that is, what the criticks call 
poetical juſtice, This (with Mr. Addiſon's 
good leave) is no ſuch filly notion, as he 
ſtrove, in his partiality to his own Tragedy, 
to make it be reputed: He would have 
found it a much eaſier taſk, to repreſent the 
ob/tinacy and perſiſting pride of Cato, and his 
diſtruſt of the Gods future help, as CR1mts 
that uſtiſied his fate, (too inſolent, and vo- 

luntary,) than to perſwade men to look 
pleas d, upon the miſeries of a faultleſs ſuf- 
ferer; and thereby, leave a blot upon the 
3 OO Equity 
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equity of providence, to take it off from the 
example in his Tragedy. 


Tu remedy, which Mr. Addiſon diſ- 
cern'd not, will fit Socrates, as well as Cato : 
For, what pride of wilfulneſs, what arro- 
gance of obſtinate, invincible, ſe/f-bumour- - 
ing perverſeneſs, was ever more remark- 
able, than his refuſing to ſubmit to pay 
the fine, his judges firſt condemn'd him 
in; or even to ſuffer Crito, and his other 
friends (who preſsd him, both by words 
and tears) to collect, and pay it for him? 

- Crito might, with a friendly 
plainneſs of reproach, tenderly expoſe the 
weakneſs of this pride of heart; and So- 
crates might anſwer in his own defence, 
with all the ableſt Salvo's of philoſophy ; 
this would have two effects, both good": 
The contraſt of opinions, ſo diſputed, would 
be actively dramatical; and the expoſure 
of ſuch faults, as evils capable of making 
heaven diſpleas d, with one, ſo amiable, and 
ſo virtuouſly adorn'd as Socrates, muſt touch 
the Hearts of a like guilty, yet not like vir- 
ſuous, audience, with a double force of pity; 
from the conſcious feelings of their own. 
infirmity. 


P 4 I wisn 
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I wisx now, I were half ſo ſure, that 
you will like theſe off-hand ſentiments 
of mine, as that you will not fail to think 
the letter that conveys them, at leaſt, long 
enough from, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
A. HILL. 


To Mr. MALLET. 


Tune 2, 1743. 

| & & H E temptation of ſome hours in Mr. 
Mallet's company 1s even too great to 

be reſiſted by the 70ozh-ach ; ſtrong, at once, 
and filly intervention ! which now (for the 
firſt time in my life) has found its way to 
plague me, and condemns me to a cloſe-ſhut 
mouth ; no mighty miſery, indeed, as talk- 
ing goes, in general, but a misfortune worth 
lamenting, upon rare occaſions, ſuch as your 

obliging kind letter now preſents me with. 

| Burr, 
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BuT, as the poſt has bronght it me, 
(again) three whole days later than the date 
it carries, and I cannot hope, that mine will 
reach you ſoon enough {to-morrow being 

the laſt of the two days you mention) I dare 
not venture to propoſe a ſhorter time, than 
Tueſday; before which, in all events, my 
letter might be brought you, even though 
you ſhould not call at your town-houſe, and 

find it. + Bhs 


Ox Tueſday, therefore, if it is a day, you 
are to be in town on, I will wait on you, by 
one ©' clock, at Sr. Paul's Coffee-houſe, by 
Do&ors Commons gate, from whence we may 
go dine together at the tavern, next door, 
(which was Truby's) — It is central, with 

regard to ſituation, and has elegance, detach'd 
from ble. — Or, in caſe you do not come 
to town that day, I am to be, the next, at 
Point Pleaſant, in the neighbourhood of 
Putney, and, from thence, at the ſame hour, 
on Thurſday will be at any place of your ap- 
pointing me, on either fide the river, between 
Strand-Green and Mandſiborth. I do not 
name your own houſe now, becauſe you will 
be liable to vs, that may interrupt us. 


an” 


Ir 
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Ir the bearer finds you, pleaſe to let him 
bring me two ſhort lines, to ſignify your 
choice of Tueſday or Thurſday, If he miſſes 
you, oblige me with a letter by the penny- 
Poſt, which, if put in at London, never fails 
to be delivered here, the next day after. 


As to the Fanciad, you gueſs right, — It 
was with the late Earl of Peterborough, the 
converſation paſs'd, which I have mention'd 
in the preface. He told me, at the ſame 
time, he doubted whether the Duke of 
Marlborough had kept ſo many of the ori- 
ginal letters and papers, as might ſerve to 
ground a 'hiſtory upon ; but, I hope, he 
was miſtaken, in that point, becauſe I have 
been credibly aſſured, that Lord Cadogan, 
who had ſerved ſo long, moſt near the 
Duke, declared, as from his certain know- 
ledge, there were notes and heads enough 
collected, to give ſcope to one of the com- 
pleateſt hiſtories, that could be written. 


Wurar fact there is in this, I know not; 
but I ſhould be greatly pleaſed, if you could 
learn the certainty, from my Lady Dutcheſs 


Dowager, to whom I have not the honour 
| 5 
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to be known; nor has ſhe, I believe, ſo 
much as heard yet of the Fanciad, for I 
never ſent it to her, nor, indeed, to any 
hand at all, but yours, to whom it came, in 


part of a reply to your enquiry, how I * 
my leiſure. 


In the interim, don't imagine me fo vain, 
to think myſelf half qualified for ſuch a 74/4 
as the Duke's h//ffory, I did but wiſh to 
ſee ſome willing undertaker equal to it. 
There is immenſity of difference, between 
obſerving the too viſible defects, in all the 
hiſtories, publiſhed hitherto, of that great 
conqueror's actions, and preſuming it within 
my power, to do his wonders juſtice ! — 
Even in the beſt hand on earth, it were a 
labour, for ſome length of years : but it is 
what, I hope, the dutcheſs's late amiable 
regard for future fame, will find ſome happy 
mind or other, properly accompliſhed for. 
It will be hard to ſay, which different no- 
bleneſs of ſoul will moſt delight poſterity ; 
the Duke's in his aſtoniſhing neglect of 
glory, which he uſed ſuch almoſt more than 
human virtues to deſerve ; or his ſurviving 
conſort's generous application, for continuing 
to a world the memory (I mean the char 


idea) 
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idea) of his greatneſs ; which, by ſo ſaving, 
from the duſk of miſ- conception, ſhe will 
; make herſelf, as it were, the actor of it. 


I FoORBORE to fend the poem, from abhor- 
rence of the motives, commonly ſuppoſed to 
influence addreſſes of that nature, though I 
am ſecure, I think, where known, from all 
ſuſpicions that way tending, ſince my re- 
treat from noiſe, or almoſt notice, and the 
long reciprocal contempt, by fortune, ſhewn 
to me, and by me ſhewn to fortune, ſhould 
prevent my being, at this time of day, miſ- 
taken for a flatterer. To ſay truth, I was 
loth to hazard looking like one, having no 
deſign, in publiſhing this poem, but the 
proſpect of a national honour, from ſuch a 
hiſtory as I wiſhed, of * an Engliſb con- 


queror. 


In caſe, indeed, I found no likelihood of 
animating ſome more qualified aſſumer, I 
believe, I had it in my vill, to venture on 

an eſſay of one year only, of the war, my- 
ſelf ( ſuppoſe it that of Blenheim) as the laſt, 
and leaſt to be deſir'd means, whereby to 
make it evident, at worſt, that nothing has 
been yet performed, that, either in the mat- 
ter, 
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ter, or the manner, ſhews the Duke of Marl- 
borough, in the thinking, the foreſeeing, and 
the active — the Marcelli an, and the Fabian 
lights, conjoin d, wherein he ought to ſhine, 
to all the readers of his hiſtory. 


I xnow, that ſuch a ſpecimen, as mine, 
muſt ſtill be infinitely #00 defective: But then, 
the family would draw, at leaſt, this con- 
cluſion from it, —if, in one year's hiſtory only 
ſo much injury has been ſuſtained, from the 
old repreſentations, ſuch a number of illuſ- 
trious actions and events obſcured, by a dark 
way of telling them; ſuch a ſeries of wiſe 
councils, both preparatory and preventive, 
all paſs'd over in dead ſilence, what endleſs 
room muſt there remain, for vindicating 
this great man's true character, from all the 
wrongs it ſuffers, by the ignorance or want 
of genius, in his ꝛbriters, during the whole 
bright ſucceſſion of his triumphs ? drawn too, 
by ſome happier hand than mine, and aided 
by the many notes the family memoirs might 
furniſh him. | 


Tx1s being my whole purpoſe, (and not 
even this, unleſs my Fanciad has not the 


good luck to animate ſome abler underta- 
ker) 
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ker) it would give me, (as I aid juſt now) 
much pleaſure, to be well informed, whe- 
ther there are, or are not, ſuch memoirs in 
being. But, whether it is ſo, or no, there 
is enough, in the French, Dutch, and Ger- 
man hiſtories, compared with ours to give a 
man, of any military penetration, all the 
ends of thoſe intangled clues, which want 
but his unwinding and new-ranging, to lead 
future ages thro' the labyrinth. 


I couLD not forbear ſaying this, from the 
occaſion your kind paragraph has given me 
for it. — As to your doubt, concerning So- 
crates, and all the other ſubjects of your 
laſt, I will fay nothing, till I have the plea- 
ſure of a perſonal converſation with you, 
but make haſte to ſhut up this /ong letter — 
for, by this time, you begin to fear, you ne- 
ver are to have a ſhort one, from, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affeftionate, 


And obedient humble Servant 


A. HitL. 
Te 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


OZ. 9, 1743. 
1 H AD my thoughts, dear Sir, bent ear- 
neſtly upon you, when the penny- poſt 
man brought me a new picture of your 
mind, in miniature, 


« Where moral meaning, and where faſte 
« preſides, 


« And wif enlivens, but what reaſon guides l' 


Ir you know the author of the generous 
piece, from which I ſtole that couplet, tell 
him, that, in ſpite of his averſion againſt 
verbal criticiſm, he ought to be reproached, 
when he ſo far indulges the licentiouſneſs 
laid claim to, by the celebrated, as to grow 
too careleſs, in the choice of rhyme, becauſe 
ſecure upon the ſide of reaſon. — Shone, un- 
known—toil, pile— fly, ſigh — aſſert, part. 
— Theſe are dangerous examples, in the 
practice of a writer, who was born to be 
zmitated ; and, if he would believe plain 
truth, upon ſo doubtful an opinion as mine 
15, he may be told, by a much better au- 


thority, 
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thority, why it is expected from him, that 
he ſhould always, 


* To his own fair beginnings ſtrictly true, 
Think, what the world may claim, and 
« be muſt do. 
cc The honours, that already grace his name, 
Have fix'd his choice, and force him into 
« fame.” 


| Gow grant now, that he mayn't think, I 
have piddled out this little heedleflneſs, 
with purpoſe to be even with him, in be- 
half of the poor verbalits. I hate the 
mothy inſignificance of that phraſe-frib- 
bling race of inſets. Yet, I don't know, 
whether verbal criticiſm might not have 
been changed, for ſomething better ſuited to 
the purpoſe of a cenſure, which I dare be 
poſitive, was never meant to recommend a 
careleſſneſs in choice of words (a choice, which 
the moſt able writer of antiquity aſſured us, 
was the origin of eloquence). For, fince the 
poet paints but by his words, he muſt ſelect 
them heedfully, or not give a natural like- 
neſs to his picture. And may not verbal, in 
the ſenſe you have applied it to, miſlead a 


ſuperficialift, to fancy elegance condemned 
for 
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fr ſtiffneſs; and if fo, his next miſtake 
would be, that negligence is ea/ineſs. I know 
your meaning had a nobler tendency : You 
levell'd your juſt ſatire at the duſt-dividing 
peepers into particles of argument, without 
an eye, that can' ſtretch wide enough, to 
take in an intire conception, or, that can, 
(as you have beautifully noted of Lord Chan- 
cellor Bacon's) Place itſelf in a point of 
view, ſo advantageous and elevated, that it 
can, from thence, diſcover the whole country 
round it. „ 


Lr me deſcend from you, to ſay a little 
word or two, of ſe/f: To fink ſurprizingly, 
may claim the honour to be called - / 

Age's Character. I 


I HAVE, ſince my laſt letter, been con- 
fined, in ſuch a ſick and melancholy family, 
as to remain almoſt the only one, not dan- 
gerouſly down, of. this autumnal fever. 

That graver care has hindered me, from 
learning any thing, of late, about the men 
of farce, and their revolters: but, tis no 
great loſs, that to be ignorant of what they 
think, and what they do, deſerves, perhaps, 
to be conſidered, as exemption from the 


W oe tings 
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ſtings of diſcontented knowledge, ſuch as 
can awaken only an unquiet and enraged 
reflection. 


WIA a different kind of ſcience would 
that be, which always could beſtow the 
pleaſure of aſſurance, that our friends are 


well and happy, and that now, if you and 
Mrs Mallet but enjoy your healths, can mi- 


tigate the pains of a whole family of 


Your ſincere, 


And faithful Servants, 


* HILL, Ge. 


My Dax, 
O83: 11, 1743. 


ACK brought us moſt unwelcome 
and ſurprizing news! — Who cou'd 
have thought when I left Wathng-ftreet fo 
lately, that I never more ſhou'd ſee your, 


and my, poor philoſopher ? 


THESE 
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Ts are ſevere and ſudden trials, for 


ſo young and kind a mother: And we all 


feel true concern from ſuch an unexpected 


accident, that mortified us with a Proof 
how uſeleſs our precaution was, who wou'd 
not hint a wiſh to ſee you here upon this 
day, for fear of re-awakening your afflicti- 
on for your little late deſerter, who laid 
claim to the ſame birth-day. 


ALL I will fay to you to temper your con- 
cern is, that it ought to borrow moderation, 
from your reaſon : For you ſhou'd call to 
memory, that theſe are your firſt loſſes, of 
this touching kind. — Whereas moſt peo- 
ple feel em ſooner; and much larger, in 
.proportion.—— My mother for example, had 
three elder, before me; who, yet, became 
her eldeſt. — And your own loſt three, be- 
fore ſhe found a hope to fix Yan, in alikeli- 
hood of living to her wiſh, in any ſteadi- 
neſs, of health and conſtitution. 


I wiLL have done with this fad ſubject; 
and I hope you, too, will think no farther 
of it, than you muſt. ' 


Q2 Gon 
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Gop means, perhaps, ſome bleſſing for 
you, in amends. There is, you know, a 
reſtleſs courſe of change, in every natural 
race of fortune; and, ſince proſperity in 
life is commonly cut ſhort by death, 'tis 

. now, I hope, your turn (who have begun 
your ſettlement with death) to have it fol- 
low'd, by proſperity. 


Yeur moſt heartily alfectionate, 
Of every denomination, 


A. HILI. 


To Mr. MALLET. 


| Oct. 20, 1743. 
OW was it poſſible, dear Sir, that 
you could fancy any meaning, but 
the plain one, in my uſe of the word gene- 
r0u5, applied to a performance of your own, 
that glows with demonſtration of your title 
to the virtue! nay, whoſe noble purpoſe 
was the vindication of a friend, attacked un- 
juſtly ! I muſt tell you, in revenge of this 

| bad 
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bad uſage, that if Homer and Shakeſpear 
could be brought to queſtion any right of 
yours to judge, or act, concerning them, 


they would make it be woe to you, for 


your ranking in their company, a name, 


they will ſcarce hear of yet theſe hundred 
years. 


Yer, let me not forget to thank you, for 
that paragraph in yours, that gave me new 
occaſion, to look back upon your fragment. 
*Tis a ſtately, and a lovely building! and 
whoever has your leave to live there, will 
have reaſon to think proudly of his ba- 
bitation. 


Bur, that London heartily deſerves my 
pity, I ſhould feel no inclination, to con- 
demn your purpoſe, to renown Strand-green, 
by turning it into a better and more reve- 
renc'd hermitage, than one of that name, in 
the fame neighbourhood. Indeed, what is 
there, in a city, or a court, that men, who 
think like you and Mrs. Mallet, can ſupport, 
except in courſe of exerciſe, to give exertion 
to their patience ? Pg If the muſes chance to 


wake, Meſpomene knows where to find you; 


and it pleaſes me to hear yer Alfred call'd 
for, * Winter. Bur 
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Bur I will not tell you, whether I can 
truſt my memory, or no, about the ground- 
work of that piece; becauſe the penny-poſt 
brings larger parcels hither, and I would 
not miſs the pleaſure of reviewing it. 


I nave one fault to find with your letters, 
in ſpite of all their beauties, and their being 
yours; for there dwells ſome unmarked 
evil ſpirit in them, as ſlow-footed, and as 
enviouſly diſpoſed as virgearce, and keeps 
back every letter, that you ſend to Plaiſtou, 
'till at leaſt five days beyond its date. — 
Elfe, this had ſooner told you, how impa- 
tiently I long to know, what unexpected 
new engagement you are going upon ; and 
alſo, that you have, and always ſhall have, 
right to look upon, not only my advice, but 
every more effectual ſervice I am capable of, 


as dues you may command, as freely as your 
own intentions. 


Itx it is a matter proper to explain in wri- 
ting, I hope you know, that friend's letters 
are depofites, ſacred, ſafe, and filent, in my 
cuſtody ; and I ſhall have the pleaſure of a 
{ peodlier information that way, than the 

other, 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 231 


other, as it will be yet a week or two, be- 
fore I paſs a day in town, unlefs you name 
one to me; for, in that cafe, I will never 
fail to come, at any time, to any place you 
pitch upon. 


ADIEv, and poſſeſs every joy and good- 
fortune, ſhall I fay, which Mrs, Mallet would 
wiſh you, or you Mrs. Mallet? No — let it 
only be ſuch, as is wiſhed for you both, by, 
Dear Sir, 95 


Your moſt truly aſfectionate, 
And faithful Servant, 
A. HILL. 


— — — 
* 


To Lord CARTERET; ſent with a Poem, 
called The . IMPARTI1AL. 
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April 19, 1744. 
My Los, OE 

HE writer of this little piece is one, 

who, both in poetry and proſe, dares 

tell the world, he loves you; and has been 

ſo ſtimulated and provoked to do it, by 

ſome too licentious ſallies, from the merce- 
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nary, or ungrateful, that he ſcarce could 
have declined the vanity to print his name 
before his ſentiments, but from a conſciouſ- 


neſs, that men of little fortunes ſhould ex- 


pet as little influence; and that the baſe, 
in their own motives, muſt judge other's 
motives baſely. 


Bur, to ſuch a daring, penetrative, and 
unbounded ſpirit, as your Lordſhip's, God 


has certainly decreed events, which cannot | 
leave your glorious purpoſes much longer, 


in the ſmalleſt need of any pen's explana- 
tory application. — Mine (however too une- 
qual to my heart's conception of your great- 
neſs!) would elſe be running looſe, in lan- 
guage leſs removed, than verſe, from com- 
mon underſtandings, to proclaim what hap- 
pineſs we now poſſeſs, without due ſenſibili- 
ty, and leave to be conſidered by poſterity, 
with almoſt equal wonder at our dulneſs, 
whom it could impreſs ſo languidly. A 
guilt, from any ſhare in which, may heaven 
acquit his foul, who is, without a name, 


My Lord, &c. 


To 
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To Mr. Mal LET. 


EY April 20, 1744. 
DEAR SIR, AE 7" 
F any thing, in the incloſed, deſerves a 
ſecond reading, lay it in ſome ſpare cor- 
ner of your little back room, at Strand g 
Green, and let it wait your leiſure : 


I savy leiſure, from a full perſuaſion, that 


you have not paſſed a winter on fo bleak a 
ſituation, without being very buſy in it. 


One day, laſt week, I was at Macbeth, and 
ſaw, for the firſt time, your favourite, Mr. 
Garrick : — He is natural, impreſſed, and 
ealy ; has a voice articulate, and placid : 
his geſture never turbulent, and often well 
adapted; is untouched by affectation. His 

peculiar talent lies in penſively preparatory 

attitudes; whereby, awakening expectation 


in the audience, he ſecures and holds faſt 
their attention. 


Suck I ſaw, and heard, he is.—Shall I 
proceed to tell you, what I know not whe- 
ther he yet is, or no? He gave me no oc- 
caſion to diſcern, what /'rength he has in 
| the 
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the more agitated paſſions ; — what power 
of compaſs, in indignation, extaſy, love, 
ſcorn, joy, or furious and unbridled anger. 
If his voice can reach the ſtwells peculiar to 
thoſe ſharper tranſports, with the ſame pro- 
priety and gracefulneſs, wherewith he 
touches the ſoft falls of ſorrow, terror, and 
compaſſion ; and, if his motions, in ſuch 
riſings, are as nervous and majeſtic, as the 
mien requires, in active changes, from the 
penſive, or the mournful, into the indignant 
and elaſtic — I ſhall then take great pleaſure, 


in pronouncing him, an amiable and ac- 
compliſhed Actor. 


T intend to ſee him quite through Ri- 
chard — where, I have been told, he. is 
thought ſtrongeſt. I defign to ſee, too, 
Mr. Quin, who has they fay, gone new and 
noble lengths, in the fame charaQter. — 
And, when I have obſerved them both, 
you ſhall have my opinion, very frankly. 
All health to you and yours, from every bo- 
&y here, and, in particular, from, 


Dear Sir, 
Tour moſt affetionate, | 
And faithful humble Servant, 


5 5 A. HIII. 
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DEAR SIR, 
B52 I fay a word to that part of 


your letter, which concerns the play- 
houſe ſcheme, allow me to confeſs ſome 
pain for the wrong ſenſe, wherein, I fear, 
I gave you room to miſconceive me, on the 
M——h's family” s inſenſibility, to what is 
ſaid about them in the Fanciad, 


Gop forbid, that I ſhould ever ſink fo 
low, in my attachments even to truth, as to 
eſpouſe it, with a view to ntere/t ! Not, 
that I am fo inſolent, or proud, however, 
as to dream myſelf above reward, I am but 
careleſs of receiving any ; or, in other words, 
would rather have it, in eſteem, than profit. 
All my little expectation from them was, 
that they might think it worth their while, 
to let the publiſher be told, the family 
would have been glad to learn, what hand 
they were obliged to. The hint had been 
a ſafe, as well as civil one; and they had 
hazarded no conſequence; beyond the com- 
pliment. But, you have thrown me under 
no ſmall dread of your good-nature's wrong 
effect, when you would ſpur up ſuch reluc- 
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tant feelings. No, dear Sir, — I thank you 
very kindly; but I would, by no means, 
have you do it; let them enjoy the great 
man's little privilege, i of being in the wrong, 
without diſturbance : I reſign them, very 
cheerfully, to their contempt of praiſe and 


Poetry. 


I vow proceed to a more weighty part 
of yours, which I have longer pauſed on, 
than I ſhould have done, that I might give 
the matter all its due regard, in a deliberate 
and flow reply; and my tranſition will be 
very natural, from my preſent ſubject to a 
better, ſince what drew you into the de- 
ſign, juſt mentioned, was, my touching, 
with ſome air of indignation, on the cold- 
neſs ſhewn the Fanciad, of an unknown 
writer, as my reaſon, for foretelling diſre- 
gard to that dramatic ſcheme, you wiſhed 
me to addreſs to men, I either do not know 
at all, or not at all to their advantage. — 
And, indeed, I can't refiſt this diffidence of 
any likely patronage, for ſtrong and ſerious 
purpoſes in poetry, from ſuch a ſneering 
inſipidity of emptineſs, as conſtitutes the 
modes of minds at preſent. 


AND 
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AND ſo you have, at once, my ſole ob- 

jection to the hope you would inſpire me 
with, that I ſhall ever live to ſee a Theatre, 
where ſenſe and meaning may be thought its 
natural bufineſs. There is, you know, in 
every age, ſome general characteriſtic cut, 
or ear- mark of diſtinction, which muſt car- 
ry down its likeneſs by the help of honeſt 
hiſtory. And I have either no diſcernment, 
when I judge of times and genius, or the 
preſent pride of buſtle, that ſuch puny duſt 
is raiſed about, will be diſtinguiſned much 
alike, for fame of wit and victory. You 
ſeem to hope it probable, that ſome one of 
the miniſters might be induced to favour an 
attempt to make the ſtage more uſeful; 
but, in truth, J am afraid you over: rate the 
taſte and diſpoſition of thoſe gentlemen. — 
I examine their purſuits and characters, 
with an attentive impartiality, and find no 
ſhadow of a reaſon to ſuſpect their ears have 
ever felt the twitch of an Apollo's finger; 
and I confeſs myſelf too proud a lover of 
thoſe low-fortun'd miſtreſſes, the Muſes, to 
compel them to the feet of men, who would 
be apt to ſhake off dirt upon them 


S | Taz 


= - Þ ER 4% . 3 : 
—_— as 1 * * 
+ n 5 > — , "3 4, Se 
T F = ” — — ay. * ws _— * * + bo - bs 
8 hs 9 — 
. - - * 
Py * * - _ by — — 


3 TY 


wy 7 r 8 at 
ts, ok ds A 
K 


* w_ . = 

2 2 4 — 

— 
2 


> = % 
— ac 
= — 


- _ LS 4 — 24 
- — — —— - = — = 2 * — * . — — — 
— —— ———— * — S — ” ot 8 2 
L * — — — _ << ES AS OE — 
2 1 jw the s - -. > J — 
8 p 
e 


— 
- - D 
= — * 
A - - 1 
5 ie 
* 


238 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


Tux only hope I had, for poetry, is 40%. 
I thought, that the P-—-e might be awa- 
kened into more than n inclination, 
to promote a ſcheme for ſtage improve- 
ment. — A new licence for us, by his pro- 
curement, had done every thing we wiſhed, 
or ſtood in need of. But even there too we 
were diſappointed. | 


In an age, then, when a P—e of ſuch 
a humane and amiable diſpoſition, can find 
reaſons to decline beſtowing his intreated 
countenance on honeſt meanings, which he 
loves, and longs to cheriſh, what proſpect 
can we have of other patronage, equivalent 
to our unſeaſonable purpoſe ? For my part, 
I deſpair of any: but I ſhall both rejoice 
and wonder, to be found miſtaken, in this 
notion ; and, whenever you can call me to 
conviction, that I am too ſullen a diſtruſter 
of the times, you may command me to con- 
tribute all the little help that is within a 
power, ſo humble, and fo limited, as mine 
is, who am 


Your faithful, and 
Aﬀectionate humble Servant, 


A. HIII. 
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Ju 24, 1744. 

DEAR SIR, 
IV not now begin to tell you, why 
TI have been ſo long filent, while I ow'd 
you my beſt thanks. I ſhould, however, 
not have ſaid, I have been ſilent, though my 
pen was ſo; becauſe my mind, the real, I, 
is always ſure to be more converſant with 
yon, than with whatever other pleaſing ob- 
ject of reflection. But J had begun to ſay, 


I will not enter on a ſubject, that can give 


no pleaſure, where I wiſh it all unmixed and 


exquiſite. 


To the author of the Seaſons, will you 


be ſo good, as to return my thanks, for his 


remembring an old friend, who, though 
he had ſtill been forgotten on, would, not- 
withſtanding that, have yearly traced him 
round with new delight, from ſpring, quis 
down to winter. 


AND, becauſe I find myſelf obliged to 
another writer, for his preſent, through 
ſuch a hand as yours, pray pleaſe to let 
him know, I thank him for the favour. 
bees indeed, the more I read of theſe blank 


verſe 
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verſe eruptions, the more beautifully ne- 
ceſſary I perceive the yoke of rhyming. Tis 
a kind of trammel, that compels cloſe ſtep- 
ping. Whereas the wild luxuriant wan- 
tonneſs of thoſe unfeathered launchers into 
liberty, throws down encloſure, on pretence 
of latitude ; and overtrampling all proprie- 
ty, mark'd bound, or limitation, turns di- 
ſtinction into deſart, and lays dry the muſes 
diſtricts. 


O PaurLA!— what e charms were 
thine! 

Nervouſly ſoft, and 19 divine! 

High, without ſtraining, was thy matchleſs 
flight, 

And all unmix'd with pain, thou gar "| 
delight! 

No affeQation warp d thy theme aſtray, 

No vague out- ſtartings maz d thy meaning 
way. 

No coldly languiſhing, nor madly fir'd, 

Nor rage, nor length'ning, lean en 
fir'd. 

No figurative fierceneſs there o'erflow'd.. 

No hot heap'd queſtions clogg'd the cum 

der d road 


Nor 
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Nor bigneſs thine — nor ſtiffneſs — vain 
pretence ! 
Na curtail'd cramp of phraſe obſcur d thy 
ſenſe. 
Thine was the dulcid plainneſs, placid force, 
The heart-form'd paſſion, wid'ning in its 
courſe, — 
All mov'd and moving, did thy periods roll, 
And every filing word * 'd a foul * 


Goop night, my dear Mr. R —, be 
happy, and healthy — and continue to write 
on, and charm on — and inſtruct the true 
way — by example 


urs ever, 


Mojt affeftionat ely, 


A. Hil, 
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Jo H. Rsbah E/q; 


Decem. 29, 1744. 

TrovsanD thanks, dear Sir, for your 
; kind wiſhes : I return em you a hun- 
dred fold, for you, and every part of you; 
and every perſon, care, or proſpect, you 
moſt love, or wiſh moſt joy to ! 


Mr daughter, in a flip, that brought me 
yours, defires I would ſay as much for her; 
but the ſhall thank you for herſelf, when 
ſhe tees Ruſſel-/freet, in perſon, which, I 
know, ſhe thinks of with much pleaſure, 
as ſoon as ſhe gets rid of a ſwell'd cheek, 
till which time, I ſuppoſe, ſhe ha'nt the 
face to look at London. 


As for my own part, I am to be in town 
the ſecond day of the new year, and will 
not fail to wait on you, in ſome hour of it ; 
but for the veniſen, that you are ſo good 
to with me a partaker of, I can't endure 
to think of Chriſmas haunches ever ſince 
one went unſeaſonably, ſome years ago, and 
found affliction at a dear friend's houſe of 

mine, who never ought to meet with any 


thing but happineſs. 
8 * | May 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 243 


May your preſent haunch be ſaddened by 


no ſenſe of grief or pain, — but entertain a 
thorough bleſt, and joyful table! — May it 
come as ſweet as a new lover's firſt impreſ- 
ſions ! or, if it muſt be changed, let it but 
be a little! unleſs. I had an Ovid's power to 
fix the manner, it ſhould be transformed in. 


J would, in that caſe, mend your entertain- 
ment by it, though it diſappointed a good 
dinner. For the lady's hand, that is to 
carve it, ſhould not fail to find it ſtuffed 
with diamonds, all as large, as the poſſeſſor's 
heart, and all as brilliant, as his fancy for 
the ſetting them. I am, dear Sir, with all 
the zeal of truth and friendſhip, 


Your moſt faithful, 


| And obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt, 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


July 13, 1745- 

1 MUST begin, dear Sir, with a con- 

gratulation of your ſafe arrival here, for 

till I had the favour of your letter I ſuppos'd 

you ſtill in Holland, and compleating your 

preparatory choice of books, with view to 
that great work, you have undertaken. 


As to the news, you tell me of yout 
Gout, tis ſtranger, and leſs credible; than 
that an Engliſh army runs away, before a 
French one | I am even under a compulſion 
to ſuſpect, you but miſtook ſome muſcular 
inflation, from obſtructed pores, for a 
diſeaſe, you are too temperate, and active to 
pretend good title to: But if you really are 
and have been poſſeſs'd, by ſuch a devil, as 


the Gout, God give you power to caſt him 
out, and throw him into the fingers' of 
VoLTaiRE. What a puny ſpume of fro- 


thineſs has he fermented his poor mite of 
meaning into! The loweft depth of our 


late friend's profund, wants many a thou- 


ſand fathom, to this very bottom of all 
bottoms, which the Frenchman's Fontenoy, 
has plumb'd him into. One might pro- 


nounce him fallen below contempt, but 


that 
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that he aims to heave, in his reptility ; and 
has diffus'd, on others, ſuch a barren waſte 
of praiſe, as may inſure himfelf extent of 
infamy. He had better title, than his 


Lows to the compliment, he. lends his 
maſter. 


IL prodigue Feloge, & ne fe regoit pas. 


Vr, in truth, and ſober pity, how be- 


nighted is our fame, in Flanders ! and how 
comfortleſs had that reflection been, but 
that ſuch darkneſs ſhews your new ſtar, 
Lord George, in a redoubled brilhancy. I 
have been doubly charm'd too, by the 
glory, he has gain'd, ſo ſeaſonably, for I 
join'd your ſenſe of his behaviour with my 
own, and feaſted, with new taſte, and 


appetite. 


IT 1ons to have the Pleaſure, which you 
are ſo good as to affer me; but dare got 
tempt you to, this diſtance, from your Lagy, 
at a time, When abſence might be fill'd with 


apptehenſions, painful to you bgtb.; and 


therefore (as I often am in town) will take 
.my chance, and hope to find you, at your 
lodgings, whence we may ſtep out to any 
Place, in your own neighbourhood. All 
| . our 
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needleſs to ſubjoin em from, 


our united prayers, reſpects, and beſt good 
wiſhes, for your Lady's happy moment, are 
ſo much her due, and yours, that it was 


Dear Sir, 
Yours moſt alfecteonately, 
A. Hitt. 


To Mr, Cm—, 


23 Sept. 27, 1745, 
SIX. 

INC E, notwithſtanding ſuch a hand- 
ſome offer, as you make, I hear, ſome 
creditors perſiſt, in holding you, where all 
the town has intereſt that you ſhould be 
held no longer, I regret my little power, 
with double ſenſibility, becauſe it correſ- 
ponds not with my will, to ſerve you. 


/ 


YET, one way there is, perhaps to do 
it, in ſome meaſure. And that is, by 
making you a preſent of the benefit nights, 
of 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 247 


of my Ægiſibus — Mr. R—, when he 
perus'd the play (which is the better for 
his having ſeen it) told me 'twas his favou- 
rite ſtory: and Agiſthus is the part I 
would propoſe your acting, in it --- becauſe 
it is a very touching character, and, I 
perſwade myſelf, that you will make it 
move, moſt ſeaſonably, with reſpect to your 
own benefit. 

Ir it is got up, by the beginning of No- 
vember, nobody could then prevent you 
from appearing in it --- And a third, fixth, 
and ninth day's profits (which I hope it 
may have influence to bring you) might, 
perhaps, remove all bars — which, I am 
told, are now, but few, that have ſecluded 
you, from the applauſes of the public. 


As Mr. R— has been ſo kindly active 
in your favour, I conceiv'd this ſcheme 
might prove of ſome immediate uſe to 
you ; it will at leaſt demonſtrate the good | 


will of, 


Str, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant. © ; 


R 4 | A: Hitt, 
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[The loft ; ferred letter was ſent to Mr. C—, 
with the Tragedy of Rolfs rhus, ¶ Ince act. 
ed under the name of Mrkopr) when he 
was in the F---: He acknowledges the 
Favour, in the following genteel manner, 
in his Apology, page 97, printed at the end 
of Romeo and JuIIE , as alter'd by him 
from SHAKESPEAR.] 


c 


HILE I was under confine- 
ment, a gentleman, whoſe talents 
** and genius, have juſtly gain'd the admi- 
e ration of men of taſte (and whoſe abi- 
* lities can be exceeded only by his hu- 
% manity and politeneſs) touch'd with com- 
* paſſion of my misfortunes, moſt gene- 
* rouſly made me a preſent of a new Tra- 
* gedy he had wrote, not doubting but I 
could procure its being acted at a proper 
* ſeaſon — On Mrs C-----'s appearing a 
few nights as before-mention'd, this gen- 
e tleman addreſs'd her, in an epiſtle, with 
% a delicacy peculiar to himſelf, and en- 
tc deavour'd to convince her, how much it 
* would be for her reputation and inte- 
* reſt, to perform a principal part in that 
* Play, on ſo particular an occaſion z But 
« this 
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ce this was refus'd, tho it was propos'd the 
Manager ſhould, on his part make it 
* worth her trouble, by aſſigning to her 
an agreed proportion from the nightly 
e profits of its run; and ſhe was farther 
* told, I would defire her to accept what 
part of the profit the ipleas'd from the 
_ « third: nights, which the author had in 
ee the gonteeleſt manner aſſignid to me. 
% This Jie wiſe was rejected. . 
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Ar Tux this the Play was ſtill prapos'd 
to be acted, with Mrs. Pritchurd, in dhe 
character of Mrxorr. The ſueceſs the 
Play had under THAT TITLE (the name 
A@ersTwus being changed to EvManss) 
and the applauſe Mrs. Pritobard deſervedly 
met with in that part, ate ſufficient proofs 
of the merits of the author, and tlie actreſs; 
and the beſt reproach for the cold reception, 
this piece met with, from the manager of 
| i=-=—f-G=—==7 fd. K. 


Ln. deley-of its being atted occgſion d the fol- 
lowing Epiſilr.] 
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To W. C-. | 
Feb. 4, 1745-6 
SIR + 745 


4 ITHER you meet with, or the 
Play, I ſent you, meets with treatment 


not, I think, becoming either's merit. — 


T know too much of the theatric manage- 
ments to doubt, there is ſome cauſe for this, 
which I have no deſire to hear, becauſe 
J gueſs it would but little pleaſe me — But 
this one thing I find neceſſary to ſay, upon 
the ſubject, that the reputation of the Play, 
and value of the copy, (which I ſent you 

word I had diſpos'd of) will not ſuffer 
me to be content it ſhould come on at all, 
in any ſeaſon, or in any place, not anſwerable 
to the claim, I know it has to be conſider'd. 
with regard and decency. 


Ir, therefore, Mr. R— will not permit 
it to be, now, (this month) got up, I 
muſt proteſt againſt its being thought of, 


later —and will find ſome other way 
of doing you the utmoſt ſervice in my 


power whether tis reſolv'd upon, or 


not, I muſt defire to have the copy, for a 


day 
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day or two — having conſiderable alterations 
to inſert, beſides. a quite new name, the 
Prologue, Epilogue, Cc. My Son in- 
forms me, that he often tries, in vain, 
to have the pleaſure of ſeeing vou 
wherefore pleaſe to give it Mr. Jobnſon 
for me --- who ſhall ſoon return it you | 
with the additions ---- (if it can be got 
up this month, for the opening of that 


following) ---- I wiſh you eaſe, and happi- 
neſs, and am, 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 
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And affeFionate Servant, 


A. HILX. 


[ Some time after. Mr. C 0 to the 
 Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, when in 
bis correſpondence with Mr. Hill, be ſent 
him an old manuſcript Play call'd the 
GuILTLEsS ADULTRESS; or the JUDGE 
in his Own CausE : This piece he entreat- 
ed Mr. Hill to peruſe, and ccrrect, as pur- 
 pofing to have it acted for his benefit, in the 
enſuing Summer ſeaſon; but the amend- 
ments were ſo great, the alterations, and 

additions, 


letters. ] 
— — — Ot—— 
To Mr. C 
SIR April 19, 1746. 


not chuſe to venture a very ſtrong one 
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additions, ſo confiderable, that Mr. C 
reſerv'd it for a better Seaſan ; it being 
almoſt become a new Play: and judg'd 5 
him deſerving of a more favourable opper- 
tunity of being atted. Both the manuſcipts 
remain in the poſſeſſion of Mr. C. On 
this occafion Mr. Hill wrote the following 


2 H 5 D your Play from Mr. Jobnſon, 

you ſhall have it again in the be- 
We wo the week, with your deſire 
upon, it ſo effectually comply'd with, that, 
I think it will as fully anſwer your end 
for next month, as any new Play could 
have done; and the rather as you would 


ſo very much too late in the ſeaſon. 


Tur ſtory of this old piece you have 
found, might have been made very touch- 


ing, had there been leiſure ſufficient. : 
1 \s 
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As it is, you ſhall find the language a 
new one throughout, and the whole Play 
ſo far warm'd at leaſt, as to give it more 
than a probability of being receiv'd very 
kindly by the audience, of which I ſend 
you this word or two of notice, that you 


may depend on it, and take your reſolution 
accordingly. 


Bur I don't like the name, for reaſons 
you will find mark'd on the title-page --- 
and believe it would do better (as the maid's 


being corrupted by money is the chief cauſe 
of the miſchief to her miſtreſs and the reſt) 


to call it, 


A M E L IA. 
OR THE 


FATAL BRIBERY. 


I HEAR TILY Wiſh ſucceſs to yourſelf, 
and the company, that you are now be- 
come a member of, and am, 

Sir, | 

Your very affeftionate, 

And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 
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April 22, 1746. 


STR, 
HEN I propoſe to ſerve a friend, 
: I can't endure to do it, to but half 
the purpoſe --- and as that muſt needs 
have been the cafe, by only touching up an 
error in the phraſe, or numbers, here and 
there (as yours deſir d) I refolv'd to fit the 
Play to do your buſineſs, with as full effect, 
as you can with, and Mr. Lacey's afterwards, 
Das a flock-prece--- For I have made it new 
in plot, and conduct, and new-writ the 
diction, and from one end to the other, 
chane'd the ſentiments, and heighten'd and 
preſerv'd the characters, ----- and I dare 
promiſe you, that there 1s ſcarce a ſtory on 
the Engliſh ſtage, that had a natural power 
to move more touchingly than this --- but 
that the author took not. care enough to 
point its force judiciouſſy. oy 


I Never heard this piece's name, nor 
that it ever yet was acted - pray, who 
was the author of it? --- you will find my 
reaſons for a new name, I believe, well- 
grounded ones. e 

8855 I now 
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4 


I Now ſend you four acts wholly finiſh'd, 


and, before you get theſe written into parts, 
the fifth ſhall follow --- This is the only 


way, whereby the maſter of a play-houſe 


can propoſe to draw a certain profit from 
revival of old plays. I know above a hun- 
dred, which have ground to build upon, 
with all the promiſe poſſible of a great run, 


exempt from malice --- and what ſtill is 


better, free from any danger of being got 
up againſt the houſe, by rival oppoſition 
— for the copies might be kept unprinted, 
as the manner was in Shakeſpear's days, 
and in the times next after, and before 
him As for Mr. R—, I have but ſmall 
inducement to expect attention, from that 
quarter, but if you believe, that Mr: Lacey 
is diſpos'd, more vigorouſly, to improve 
the Play-part, of a manager, (as you in- 
form me, he deſigns the ſtrength'ning of 
his company) I could, and would with plea- 


ſure find means to get ready 7wo for 


before, and 7wo for after Chriſtmas, againſt 
every ſeaſon. And the terms on which it 
ſhould be done, he ſhould have no excep- 


tion to becauſe, for any piece, that fail'd 


to 
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to do him the intended ſervice, 0 conſide- 
ration would be aſk'd at all. And only 
ane clear night's receipt, for each of thoſe, 
that prov'd of the — profit to 


him. 


THERE are other ways too, whereby I 
could find out helps to ſtrengthen the wiſh'd 
intereſt of a manager, nat ſa diſpos' d, 
as ſome, to PAUSE, upon the uſe, he has 
opportunity to make of a friend's writings, 


Ir you ſhew what is now done (in this 
old Play, for your own benefit) to Mr. 
Lacey, and he takes but pains to read it, 
in compariſon with what it was befare 
(the old lines being all left legible, and by 
a ſad pale ing, made too diſtinguiſhable) 
he will fully comprehend the uſe, of ſuch 
a manner of reviving. And, as I have 


ſome relations, in ſuch circumſtances as might 


find conſiderable eaſe, from what I ſhould 
ſo take the pains to do in their behalf, 
I will think ſeriouſly upon the ſcheme - 
if you but let me know it is agreeable to 
Mr. 2 s inclination. | 


= i 
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Is ſomething of this kind had but been 
done (for Mr. Rich) upon that motley piece 
of poor mad Lee's, The Mass AcRE of PARTS 


---- what a well-tim'd run, from public 


heat and violence, might it not (then) 
have been puſh'd on with, and applauded 
by ! --- But 'twas not worth the while of 
any man to hint it to him, if one had 
not a delight in taking — for but loſt 


labour, 


© For --- who ſo deaf, as he, that doll not 
ce hear? 


I am, Sir, 
Very truly and affefionately, 
Your obedient, and 


2. humble Servant i 


A. HII. 
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April 24, 1746. 
De AR SIR, e 


F SEND you now the fifth act, which 

I was compell'd to take a little longer 
time in fimiſhing — becauſe it was impoffi- 
ble to uſe a fingle thought, or word, out 
of the old original act I affure you fo- 
lemnly, I think this Play will do you all 


the ſervice, you with from it; and if it could 


do ten times more, I ſhould be more pleas'd 
in the ſame proportion. 


I pip not receive your letter with the 
Prologue, 'till my laſt was ſent away ---- 
What you there ſay, about the title, is ex- 
tremely right — unleſs you find, (as the 
plot now is manag'd) that there may ariſe 
an objection, from the lady's being really 
no adultreſs, either innocent, or guilty. But 
there will be no great weight in hat, and 
ſhe may well enough be call'd the Gilt; 
Adultreſs, as ſhe was fo long imagin'd one! 
Eſpecially if preſerving that part of the an- 
tient title, will exempt you from the licen- 
ſer's inſpection — otherwiſe The FATAL 


BRIBERY (alone) would want no, previous, 


or ſubſequent addition, 
YouR 
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Your thought about the Tri-alogue is 
new, and I believe, it could not fail of a 
good effect. But I am quite a ſtranger 
to the very perſon of Mrs. Weofington ; and 
ſo many years have paſs'd, ſince I faw Mrs. 
Cizve, that I ſhould ſtand in need of your 
own hints, to enable me to execute your 
ſcheme, with the vivacity, I ſhould be glad 
to give it for you. 


AGAIN, I with you all the good ſucceſs 
you can deſire, in your new benefit: and 
when you let me hear from you next time, 
I ſhould be glad to know, what was the 
author's natne, who writ your old Play ? 
and when, and at which houſe, it was origi» 
nally ated ? nothing about it having been 
ever read, or heard of, by 


Dear Sir, 
ur mf obedient 


And mojt tumble S ervart, 


A, Hizi. 


lg 25 
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To Mr. GARRICK, 

| June 30, 1746. 
SIR, 

"OUR letter ſaid of Mr. Johnſon, with 

a more ſignificant propriety, than you 

intended the expreſſion for, that he, but juſt 

appear'd and vaniſb d. He had literally 


vaniſh'd, when you faid ſo: and the viſit, 
which he made you, was the a/ he made 


in ife He told his family, that to him- 
ſelf he had ſeem'd dead enough, in Ham- 
let's Ghoſt, to be the very thing, he acted. 
Among your many juſt admirers, you had 
never any, more ſincerely ſuch, than that 
poor, honeſt, friendly, plain, good meaner. 
He was in the higheſt rapture, when he 
heard of your return ; but (like a very 
mortal as he was) had form'd long pro- 
ſpects of delight, he was to have the ſhorteſt 
{hare in. 


Tris melancholy accident, impreſs'd 
ſtill deeper, by the dangerous effect it has 
upon his widow, whom they brought down 
hither, in a 0z/dneſs, bordering on diſtraction, 
has for ſome ſhort time, pon d a plea- 
ſure 
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ſure, I ſhould elſe have mr with great 


impatience. 


Ix the interim, as I am loth to have the 
new plays, that I hinted my defign about, 
paſs for ſuch Tragedies, as are too com- 


monly, ſo call'd ; I ſend you the fir/t act of 


one, together with the reaſon, why I chuſe 
to ſend it. 


Tuo' J have, too ſeldom, had the plea- 
ſure to be preſent, when you acted, I am 
far from being unacquainted with your 
power in acting: For (beſides that I muſt 
have been very dull, not to have felt it 
right from what I ſaw myſelf) I have, 
ſo often, heard you crzzically confider'd, 
among judges of beſt fafle and rank, that I 
thence know, upon a certainty, why C- 
SAR in the Roman revolution, is the pro- 
pereſt part, that any friend of yours could 
pitch upon, to do the only juſtice to your 
genius, which has yet been not ſufficiently 
demanded from the public: while it is 
an oft-debated doubt in company, whether 
Mr. GARRICK, excelling in other walks, 
is not himſelf excell'd by one, in that par- 
ticular point, call'd weight, They mean 

D 3 by 


— a - 
— 
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by eight, a certain art of dignifying na- 
tural eaſe, without the ſmalleſt ſraſfneſs of 
it ; and which depends, as I conceive it, on 
2 kind of nervous ſenſtbility, in fep and hook, 
ths by rouſing a prepar'd attention, gives 
effect to emphaſis and accent, much beyond 
the common uſineſt, where no more is re- 
quiſite, than au tleſi pronunciation. Where- 
as what is here meant by weight, in actor's 
ſpeaking, is their weigh'd ſignificance, of 
an impreſſive utterance, majeſtically paus'd 
for, and fore-promis'd, by: the meditative 
air, and. previous-painting attitudes, pecu- 
liar to the grandeur of ſtrong ſentiment ; 
ſuch, for example, as ſhould mark the 
dignity, in ſolemn characters, like Cato's. 


Many call it the dec/amatory manner : But 


that does not reach the image : I have 
given you my conception of it, in this lit- 
tle explanation. 


CA $4 R had more, than all the weight 
of Cato, without Cato's. gloomineſs; the laſt, 
in both. his Tiſlor and, Tragedy, has always 
ſeem'd, to me, ta cloud. the majeſty, that 
dignified his. mzmd, with too much of the 
A that ſower d his Humour. Cæſar 
unreſery'd, and open, drew his grandeur, 

from 
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from his Heart, whence therefore, it flow'd, 
mix'd with pizy, Cato more cloſe and dif- 
fident, deriv'd hrs greatneſs, but from pre- 
cept 3 therefore, o'ercalt it with ſeverzty. 


In this diſtinction of idea, when you 
weigh, what Cæſar ſays, you will diſcern, 
ſo perfectly, the manner, he ſhould fay it 
in, that J am fare; there is n character, 
whereby an aFor can gain' more or firoinger 
thunders of applanſe, than you could draw 
from Czfar's ſentiments. In ſhort it is 
the only wall, in which great numbers ſuf- 
pect, you have a ,,; and it will be, 
therefore, nobly worth your while, to raife 
your fame, above all competition, this way 
alſo. 1 


I HA been told, that you diſſike the 
Roman ſhapes: but hardly credit the re- 
port; becauſe F know, that thoſe eſpeci- 
ally, which have robes added, and dont 
lace behind, but open at the breaſt, like 
our ſtage Greet and Perſia dreffes will 
add grace beyond expreſſion; and much 
height and falntſs to your figure — which 
in modern cloaths muſt, certainiy; look 
ſorteſt; and yet never did, nor can you 

9 85 84 want 
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T need not note the places; 


when you will be ſo good to take a coun- 
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want ſufficient fature, on the Theatre, where 


you are meaſur'd not by inches, but by 
beauties; and are uſed to fill men's eyes 


too copiouſly, to leave em room to ſee, 
or dream of ſuch unreal and ſuppos'd de- 


ficiency.. 


Uron the whole, you cannot but have 
taken notice, that an audience never fails 


to give the /oude// and moſt general ap- 


Flauſe to popular or generous ſentiments, 
where-ever pointedly expreſs'd and grac'd 
in the delivery by a judging actor. There 
are more than, thirty places, in this fingle 
act where, out of ſuch a mouth as yours, 
I will inſure that . conſequence, or ever 
more renounce all judgment of a Theatre; 
and in the ſame proportion, at leaſt, in the 
four acts following, for each ſeperately : 
you 
will eaſily diſcern em, in your firſt per- 


uſal. 


Ir therefore, when by this firſt act, you 


have conſidered Cæſar's character, you find 


yourſelf diſpos'd to make it ſhine; by your 
appearance in it, only pleaſe to name a day, 


try 
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try dinner with me, by a line to me, at 
Plaiftow in Efſex, by the penny-poſt (two 
days beforehand, becauſe, often, they are 
too irregular in their delivery of letters) 
and we then, will read the other acts toge- 
ther, or decline to do ſo, if you do not think 
of acting it, and entertain ourſelves on other 
ſubjects, ſuited to the pleaſure, which your 
company is ſure to bring to, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 


A. HIII. 


8 — 


To Mr. MALLET. 


wy 22, 1746. 
83 1 | / 


S I am daily ſending my good wiſhes 
A after you, I ſhould be very ſorry, if 


they loſt their way, or fell ſhort, like my 
letters; my laſt had an importance, that 
deſerv'd more haſte ; for it inclos'd your 


own fine Canto; had that firſt been ſafe, 
| | it 
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might have loſt itſelf more eivilly, like 
a througb- bridge boat, that ſinks quite N 


after ſetting down the paſſengers. 


IF I now write af yow (as Dram Stoift 


fays, uren Amic's miniſtry were forc'd to 
do, at my Lord Peterborough) thank your- 


fel, who gave me no clue; 70 you. Hows- 


ever, this will find its way. There are ſome, 
whom a Tunbridge wou'd'nt hide, tho' it 
were elbow'd out, as far as Canterbury. 


THE new acquaintance, you are making 
with the rocks, and the trees, are ſo much 
better company, than the beſt Ball- rooms, 
that on ſuppoſition you take e ſelf with 
you, when you go to viſit em, I will main- 
tain, in honour of their converſe, they ſhall 


out charm Ovid's eccho; and ſince you 


tell me, you are the better for thoſe confe- 
rences, not in ſoul alone but body, it muſt 
be the reaſonableſt inference in the world, 
that one, who loves, and adorns Soth, is 
your partaker in em. 


As to the hour, you ſpent with'the rough 
Greenlander, I could have wiſh'd to know, 


in downright terms, whether your She- 


1 Bear 
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Bear was a Lady —1 Am afraid, ſhe was 
but bear, in metaphor : fince it had been 
too horrid a diſgrace, to Engh/h braux, (and 
in the midſt of war, too!) had any /h. 
beaſt, but a /afſhionable one, kept fach Bold 
men, at diſtance. Hence, upon the foot of 
that clear reaſon, a man has for running 
from à monſter, J perceive your honeft Qua- 
ker was no conjfurer; he maſt have known 
elſe how ſmall need the Hoydens had of his 
good eounſel; for no man, to whom they 
ſhow themſelves, unleſs he is himſelf a 
bear, but falls back, and, in good earneſt, 
mult preſerve due diftance. 


Ir is (to me) ſufficient ſatisfaction, Mrs. 
Mallet has found benefit by Tunbridge wa- 
ters, but the genius of the Well would with 
her grateful, and expect her to appear, in 
honour of the place, till Tunbridge waters 
in return, may owe like benefit, to Mrs. 
Mallet. 


"Twas an obliging wh, you ſent me 
——All the real pleaſures of retirement !|—- 
That actual happineſs T once was on the 
very verge of, in the neighbourhood of the 
roch and trees, you correſpond with. There 

| was 


268 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
was a place call'd Eridge-park, belonging 
to the Lord Abergavenny, and an open, 


old appropriated foreſt, of the name of Wa- 
terdoꝛon, that butted on the park encloſure : 
There was alſo near it then, a houſe call'd 
Eridge-houſe. The park was an aſſemblage 


of all nature's beauties hills, vales, 
brooks, lawns, groves, thickets, rocks, and 
waterfalls, all wildly noble, and irregularly 
amiable. It was bordering on a little vi- 
lage, call'd Fant Green, within a quarter 
of a mile, from Tunbridge-Wells. The village 
had a little Inn (its ſign I think the Bull) 
where if you walk that way, it would be 
ſomething like amuſement, to you, to ſeek 


information, whether the late Lord's death 


left things as they were us'd to be ? 
Whether  Er:dge-houſe is let into a Romp 
Rewiew-room, alias, on aſſembly ? (I am told 
'twas ſo intended) whether Waterdown fo- 
reſt is ſtill foreſt, or let out? and how much? 
— If it is? and to what Tenants ? Twould 
give me pleaſure to know all the anſwers, 
they will furniſh you to all theſe queſtions, 
in ſome charming little outſtart, for diſ- 
covery of a neglected thing, call'd nature. 
It was my warmeſt purpoſe at the time, I 


ſpeak of, (then more qualified by fortune, 
EE. 
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and /efs qualified in way of balance, by 
the want of about 3o years experience, in 
ſtill growing approbation of your country— 
taſte for happineſs) to have got a leaſe of 
that ſweet park, and have conſider'd it, as 
my mind's field for exerciſe, and the ſur- 
rounding foreſt was to be my body's. I had 
join'd to avarice of profit, an ambition, 
nobler than French Louts's : I would have 
tam'd the native wildneſs of an aboriginal 
remnant veſtige, of the world's old ſur- 
face, and have ſeen the birth and educa- 


tion of a mighty vegetable progeny, ariſing, 


to defend and honour me. 


IT was ſo cheap a little word (I mean 


the fore//) that its Lord had (then) let 
one thouſand eight hundred acres of it, for 
ſo poor a conſideration, as ten pounds a year; 
and yet the dunghill-diamond finder came, 
and beg'd to be releas'd from his hard bar- 
gain, for (having taken it for a warren) he 
complain'd the land lay open, and that 
all his hopes, at once, were run away from 
him, and gone to make new 6ur70ws, where 
the devil, he ſaid, could never catch 'em. 
This poor coney merchant's caſe was, mag- 
nis componere parvis, not unlike her preſent 


(I ſhould 
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(I ſhould rather fay * SpANTISfH Ma- 
Irsx 's. 


rr. AA ĩᷣͤ . =. - 


Tavs things ſtood there, fo long ago; 
what time has done ſince then, I know not: 
If it has chang'd that ſpot, as it has chang'd 
taſte, dreſs, and manners, in the nation, 
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[' it makes part of; —— it may, now, for 
4 ought, I know, be all degraded into running 
0 berſe-courſes and crictet- quarters. 

KH Tur Spaniard's death ſhould be produc- 
1 tive of a conſequent diſeaſe to French am- 


bition. But, to ſay the truth, I doubt, he is 
no deader now, than on the eve of his laſt 
wedding : Many make no ſcruple to report, 
that at that very time, his evi genius caught 

{ him by the ear, and whiſper'd him — Thou 
$| | fool] this * thy foul 18 be — 'd of 
thee. 


I nave made my letter long enough, 
to ſtand in need of a white Cover, which 
was very ill contriv'd ; no blanks (except 
Blank Lottery Tickets) being worth the 


bi | Poſtage; and no FRANKERs found at hum- 
WE » ble Plaiſlow. I ſhould therefore frugally 
4 | 3 have 
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haye ſtopt ſhort ſooner, dear Sir, and have 
1916 you, that I am, 


Your moſt afetionate, 
And moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 


A. HILL. 


— | — = 2 — 
To M.. MALLET. 


Sept. 5, 1746. 
T once, dear Sir, I thank you for two 
favours ; for the good news, in your 
firſt, of your return in health to Strand- 
green; and for that polite reproach you 


make me, in your laſt, ſo full of genius and 
good- nature. 


By its date, I ſhould have had it two 
days ſooner, than it reached me; if it had 
not, by ſome error of the meſſengers, been 


put into the general, inſtead of the penny-poſt 
office. 


As for the religion of reaſon, conclude it 
none of mine, if it allows me to forget a 
friend, 
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friend, or treat him with reſerve enough to 
hide a purpoſe from him. The true mo- 
tive, of my waiting your return from Kent, 
before I begg'd a place for this ſmall piece, 
among your many better, was, from appre- 
+, henfion, that a former letter, I had writ at 


hazard, had not found you then at Tun- 
bridge. 


— — 
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I $HALL ſhortly ſend you a neu poem, 
on a ſubject, that is alſo ne, and, I hope, 
generally uſeful. It is, therefore, written in 
the old rhyme road; which though, by 
yours, you ſeem to have deſerted finally, yet, 

take my word, you will reſume your firſt 


F| attachment, and but quit.it, now and then, 
| in a ſhort ſally, to return with an increaſe of - 
! inclination. So, at leaſt, does he, who. is, 
1 with great regard, 

| . Dear Sir, 


Nur moſt. obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
A. HILL. 


To 


— — — 
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Ee Mrs. Mater. $i 
3-9 O. 95 1746: 
 Mapan, 


s the honour of a letter from you, g oives 
me room to hope; your health recei- 
ved ſome benefit from your late Tunbridze 
journey, ſuch a pleaſure called for my more 
ſwift acknowledgment ;. and: ] but. waited, 

till J could-incloſe this little (not yet pub- 
liſhed) piece, I promiſed Mr. Mallet, who 
is now, I hope, returned with all the ſatiſ- 
faction, which he went in ſearch of, to that 
greater and more juſtly valued one, which, 
I am ſure, he never leaves, without re- 
luctance. 


5 you both grow old, in taſte of this 
felicity, at home ! It is its native place of 
growth, and you \ will moſt extenſively en- 


joy the cold in one another. I think, you 


have been twice a Mother, ſince I faw you: 
God bleſs your pretty cares; and while they 
buſy and divide your paſſions, may your fears 
ſerve only to give quickening to your tran- 
ſports! 1 Mr. Mallet never told me whether 
boys or girls — or, whether equally divided, 
Vo. II. * as 
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as I hope they were, and think they ought 
to be. There is a pleaſure in our knowing 
every little circumſtance, that gives joy, 
where we with it; and no happineſs, in 
Mr. Mallet's family can ever be indifferent 
to mine, where all join with me heartily, 


when I declare myſelf, with great reſpect, 
Madam, 


Your moſt obedient bumble Servant, 


A. Hitt, 


— — — — — —— 


To the Earl of CHESTERFIELD. 
OF, In, 1746, 
My Loxp, | 
| 1 Know, it is a cuſtom to aſk leave to de- 
dicate, but chuſe much rather to aſk par- 
don for omitting it, and can't help hoping, 
that the Earl of Cheſterfield s opinion of that 
practice may be ſeen, in ee 8 On a 
different ehen, 


lt is a cuſtom, 
More honouring, by the breach, than the 
obſervance. 

AT 
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Ar worſt, if my reſpect has err'd, in 
point of ceremony, I have room to hope 
the honour of indulgence for it, from a 
penetration, that diſcerns men's motives, 
and will know mine too ſincere, to be con- 


ſidered, as a faulty one. 


Invane, my Lord, however dear the 
bleſſing we admire, in liberty, there would 
be little in it worth a frank heart's wiſhing 
for, if that, of ſpeaking every honeſt truth, 
we think, were ſubject to reſtraint by li- 
cences. Let the wicked, or the narrow- 
hearted, borrow cover, from theſe cautionary 
decencies. In their caſe, I confeſs them ſa- 
lutary and protective requiſites. But, minds, 
beloved by, and that love mankind, approve 
no forms of fetters, and would even diſdain 
thoſe moſt, which bound the ſpirit of their 
enemies — if ſuch a mind, as I now contem- 
plate, could An create an enemy. 


I xnow, and own, it would haye been 
my duty, to have ſaid this word or two, in 
perſon, and had waited on you, with the 
printed piece, had I not found myſelf pre- 
vented, from the honour of Preſenting it in- 


T 2 ta 
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to your Excellency's hand, by your now diſ- 
tance from the town, for ſuch an end as I 
have never thought of, ſince I heard it firſt, 
without a filent prayer to that good angel, 
whom God uſed to ſend, to ſtir up virtue in 
Bath-waters : — for I ſhould be very ſorry, 
there were any man alive, who wiſh'd your 
health more ardently, than does, 


My Lord, 
Your Excellency's 


Moſt reſpectful, 
And diſintereſted Servant, 


A. HILL. 


— 


— 


To Mr. GARRIC K. 
Oct. 13, 1746. 
SIR 3 174 

AM extremely glad to hear of your re- 
I turn to town, and hope, 'tis to the The- 
atre, where no man's merit, be it what it 
may, will have the power to ſhake your re- 

putation. 


THAT letter, in the Advertiſer, muſt have 
been maliciouſly defigned againſt both you 
DG | and 
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and Mr. Quin; but it was judged impoli- 
tickly, as well as cruelly, and would have 
better anſwered the intent, in praiſe of 
this new gentleman, without ungenerous 
inſinuations to the z7jury of others. I abhor 
all malice, in all ſhapes: a reaſonable cri- 
ticiſm ought never to end, even where its 
cenſure falls the ſharpeſt ; becauſe all jut 
cenſure will be founded upon general truths, 
and levell'd at the benefit of thoſe, by whom 
its purpoſe is molt apt to be m7/taten, But 
the criticiſm in this letter, is ſo far unreaſon- 
able, as it ſtrikes aſide, to wound obliquely. 
Nor is it 7 at all, in its citation out of 
Shakeſpear. The modeſty of FEARFUL duty 
was extremely ill applied, conſidering it re- 
gards a ſoldier, where a blunt, bold, martial 
ſpirit is required, in order, as Othellb ſays, 
to his delivering à round unvarniſhed tale, 
That round delivery being plainly conſiſtent 
with an humble and inſinuative fearfulneſs, 
however pleaſed the writer of that letter 
ſeems to be, with the wrong manner, he 
imputes to Mr. Barry, whom I have never 
ſeen; for the laſt time I was in any Thea- 
tre, was, when I ſaw you in Macbeth, and 
that is now almoſt three years ago; and, I 
* 4 believe, 
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believe, the next will hardly be before you 
call me thither. 


In the next edition, I ſhall print your 
name, and Mr. 41's, though few, I hope, 
can, (as the paſſage now is) miſ-conceive 
my meaning, in that little piece of juſtice 

done you bor, in one place of the dedication 
to my Art of Adling. But the Poem hav- 
ing, for ſome weeks, been printed off, and 
lying bye for a fit ſeaſon, and Mr. Barry 
coming on, and finding ſuch reception in 
the interim, the miſtake is eaſy, that I had 
this gentleman in view, in that place, and 
ſo preſumed a raſher and more haſty li- 
mitation on the public judgment, than ſo 
ſhort a trial (in one part) could juſtify. 


In what you mention of delivering up 
your truſt, J hope, you do not hint your 
not appearing this next winter. And, if 
you do appear, I hope, there will be no oc- 
caſion for delivering back the Play you 
have, but that you rather will incline, to 
call for one more to it : be ſo kind, to tell 
me frankly, whether you expect no oppor- 
tunity, at leaſt, for one of them, — and be 
aſſured, that every word, you write to me 

; in 
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in confidence, will be as ſecret, as your own 
_ untold conceptions ; for I am, with great 
ſincerity, 


Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


A. HILI. 


To my Lord CHESTERFIELD. | 
Nov. 23, 1740. 
My Lokp, 3 
1 Have reſtrained my hand, in a reſpect- 
ful filence, till my conſcience can no 
longer ſuffer it ; and (notwithſtanding the 
conviction, which, I own, I have of my 
impatience, in thus breaking it) muſt beg 
your pardon, for one moment, while I inter- 
rupt your new increaſe of noble cares, but 
juit to thank a goodneſs, that, at fuch a a 
time, could think ue, worth remembring. 


Id my laſt, I had in view the riſing proſ- 
pect of a people, who almoſt at once, poſ- 
ſeſſed and loſt you; but congratulation and 
condolement often borders thus, upon one 
„„ another, 
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another, in the accidents of life; and, I 
am ſure, they do ſo here, with an uncom- 
mon cloſeneſs, when, in one country's right, 
I ſhare the joy your Lordſhip's reſtoration 
gives us, yet partake the other's anguiſh, 
in her ſenſe of ſorrow, upon ling you. 


How much more happy was our lot, in 
this great incident, who, for your own 
health's recovery, only recovered with it, 
health and ſpirit to the nation; for, as 
long as we look up, and ſee your Lordſhip's 
happy hand at work for us, among the 
clouds, we know it will make way for light, 
and only wonder from what quarter ! 


ANp here I would not check my pen, 
from obeying my heart's inclination ; but, 
there is one ſenſe, and only one, in which 
I ſhould be ſorry, to be thought a Poet. 
There will ſhortly come a time, when it 
will be more eaſy to diſcern, than now, upon 
what principle I love the praiſe of virtue, 
though hey wotld do me no great wrong, 
who ſhould ſuſpe& I love it, for my own 
| ſake, becauſe, in truth, I draw a pleaſure 
from it, almoſt equal to deſerving praiſes. 
Fortune had cut ſhort my pretenſions to 

this 
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this laſt — and I, ſo much too ſeldom, found 
excitements to the other, that I always felt 
it the ſublimeſt blefling, ſuch a powerleſs 
life, as mine, was fitted for, when after hav- 
ing read, heard, talked of, and reflected on, 
things ſaid and done, by the few Cheſter fields 
of my declining country, I could wiſh my 
charm'd heart joy, in loving them. 


UNDER a long and choſen ſequeſtration 
from the world, the only eminence, I wiſh 
to be diſtinguiſhed by, is that, which you 
have condeſcended to indulge me in — the 
being read with pleaſure, by ſuch readers, as 
your Lordſhip. I ſhall be buried, yet not 
die, if I ſurvive in one ſuch eſtimation, after 
many a popular writer will be dead, with- 
out being buried, while above-ground ſu- 
ſtained, too draggingly, * ſuch readers, as 
themſelves. 


Or all the living dead, the moſt (and the 
moſt eligible) have been your Lordſhip's 
faithful ſervants. At preſent, the dead liv- 
ing croud about you, with vain purpoſe to 
ſupplant them. In this double call for your 
whole leiſure, how unreaſonable would it 


be, to think of fealing in, though but in 
| bir it, 
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ſpirit, — for, in body, I will borrow patience, 
from my ſenſe of ſuch important applica- 
tion, and ſuſpend all perſonal declaration of 
a reverence, which, in all the latitude of 
your moſt vacant intervals, I ſhall find no 
expreſſions capable of telling you. In the 
mean while, my Lord, ſhould now and 
then a penſive ſhadow, many of which I 
am about to ſend into the world, attempt to 
haunt your cloſet, with the purpoſe common 
to its fellow ghoſts, of hovering near the h- 
ject it was molt inſpired by, be ſo good, to 
give it place, if it can find out a ſpare cor- 
ner, and allow its ſender, to profeſs him- 
ſelf, with inexpreſſible reſpect and truth, 
my Lord of Cheſter field's 


Moft humble and devoted Servant, 


A. Hirr. 


Ta 
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T6 the Earl of CutsTERFIELD. 
| Sept. 29, 1747. 
My LoRD, 


Eronr we had the happineſs to ſee an 


Earl of Cheſterfield, . 8 God and 
Man combined to place him at this peri- 


lous juncture, I ſhould have felt ſome not 
unreaſonable reſtraint, from fear of being 
thought impertinent, for troubling a great 
man's repoſe, upon 0 better founded a pre- 
tenſion, than benevolence, to public ſervice. 
But, as long as I can hope the honour of 
appealing to a will, and a judgment, like 
your Lordſhip's, upon any modeſt hint, it 
may become a private lover of mankind, to 


offer, I am loth to 4% the pleaſure of aſpi- 
ring to your pardon, for it, 


Hap the late bad neus been true (as 
more than probably it was not, ſince twas 
told us, in the public papers) that our army 
ſuffered greatly, by the bloody flux, in Flan- 
ders : What pity was it, that a ſurer remedy 
for that diſeaſe, than can, perhaps, be ſound 
for any other, happened to lie out of the 
e 5 track of thinking! and that, for 


certain 


284 ORIGINAL LETTERVs. 


certain narrow reaſons, it could hardly hope 
good- fortune, were it recommended to their 
notice ! 


Your Lordſhip will remember it, where 
hinted firſt, (if I miſtake not, in a piece of 
Mr. 'Boyle's) it met, however, but the com- 
mon fate of every cheap and ſpeedy regimen, 
to merit the neglect of ſhops, and /hop-ſup- 


porters, in proportion to the little, they could 


get, by countenancing it. 


Tux proceſs, (ſhould your memory, by 
chance, not recolle& it) is no more, than 
to take neu- churn d butter, without ſalt, and 
ſkimming off the curqh part, when melted 
over a clear fire, to give two ſpoonfuls of 
the clarified remainder, twice or thrice, 
within the day. And this has never fail'd, 
to make an almoſt inſtant cure, in many (I 
am ſure, at leaſt, a hundred) caſes, I have 
had myſelf the pleaſure to relieve, officiouſſy, 
by its effect — and who were perſons, for the 
moſt part, at the point of death, and folemn- 


ly reſigned to that laſt cure, of every mala- 
dy, by their phyſician's farewel ſentences. 


A Loxns time after Mr. Boyle had pub- 


liſhed his experience of this noble medicine, 


from 
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from his frequent proofs of it, in Ireland, 
where dyſenteries are too common accidents, 
there happened, at the ſiege of Londonderry, 
ſuch a general demonſtration of its efficacy, 
as leaves a ſubſequent neglect of it, no way 
to be accounted for, but from the reaſon 
I have juſt aſſigned it to. For when, by 
the fatigues and wants of that brave garriſon, 
they found themſelves in greater danger, 
from the havock of this terrible 9z/eaſe, than 
from the efforts of the enemy, we are inform 
ed, by the deſcribers of that memorable 
ſiege, that the diſtemper ſtop'd at once, 
upon the ſoldiers finding a concealed reſerve 
of caſks of fallt, in a merchant's warehouſe, 
and dividing it among the companies, to melt 
with, and to lengthen out their ſhort re- 
mainder of bad oatmeal. 


Ax acquaintance of my own, a gentleman 
of the preſcribing faculty, complained to 
me, ſome years ago, of the mortality of this 
diſtemper, then an epidemic one, in London. 
I adviſed him, to make trial of the men- 
tioned help, to which he firſt objected, that 
he could not ſee, upon what 7heory to 
ground a likelihood of ſuch ſucceſs in uſing 
it, For anſwet, I referred him to a known 

experiment, 
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experiment, in fermentation; where, on 
barely throwing an a little melted gregſe (or 
a ſmall quantity of animal oi upon the 
ſurface of a avorking liquor, when in higheſt 
foam, the curbed inteſtine motion ſinks to 
flatneſs, in an inſtant ; nor can it be reco- 
vered into a new head, by any art, our e- 
ers, or diſtillers, are acquainted with. The 
added oleaginous particles obtunding the now 
check'd /a/;ne ones in a manner, little differ- 
ing from the operation of the recommended 
proceſs in the human ſtomach, where the 
vitiated hot ferment having had beginning, 
the inciſive acrid ſalts are ſheathed, and 
made inactive, by this oppoſite halſamic ſoft- 
ener; and, thence, paſſing on corrected; 
through the gradual digeſtions, furniſh a fit 
chyle, for blunting the too ſtimulative acri- 
mony. And hence ariſes not a temporary, 
but a palliative relief — a compleat eradica- 
tion of the peccant principle. For, when the 
ſalts, above-deſcribed, have loſt their points, 
in the abſorbing ſheather, thoſe united con- 
traries (commixing 0:ly with /ix;vious parti- 
cles) compoſe, together, a new, ſoluble, and 
JSaponaceous body, which diſſolving readily 
into the ſerum, and lymphatic humours, is 
prepared. to paſs, by ſweat, or even perſpire 

. 
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inſenſibly, through ſtrainers, which (while 
ſeparate) neither 0/s, nor ſalts, could have 
been ſmall enough to have pervaded ; and 
which muſt, therefore, (tho' the blood 
could have been helped, to throw them off 
upon the glands, or joints) have bred ſuch 
obſtinate concretion and obſtruction there, 
as bring on gout, ſciatica, or rheumatiſm. 
But (thus) unleſs in caſes of veflels, too 
much lacerated already, the cauſe being ra- 
dically removed, it is no wonder, the effec? 
is anſwerable. | 


Tre door after weighing this, and more, 
to the ſame purpoſe, ſmiled inſtructively, 
and gave me, for reply, a pleaſant, ſhort, and 
honeſt declaration —— That, if ever he 


«© ſhould' have occaſion to make trial of it, 


© on b1mfelf, or his own family, he would 
© not only do it, but expect good conſe- 


« quence. — But, with regard to his ouf pa- 


te tients, as long as he muſt hang his bills 
ec upon apothecarys files, he might, as pru- 


« dently be hang d himſelf, as venture to 


t preſcribe ſhort remedies.” 


'T FEAR, there is but too much probabi- 


lity of theſe prudential ſentiments, in camp, 
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as well as in roum doctors; and if ſo; unleſs 


the general of an army, making firſt ſuffi- 
cient trial, to'convince himſelf, would after- 
wards compel the practice, there ſeems little 
Proſpect of relieving ſuch a feet, or field cala- 
mity, as though it ſhould. not have been 
now ſo fatal, as pretended in the, papers, 
may, too probably, become ſo, in a wet, 
and winter progreſs of this war; or of 
ſome future one, when I, perhaps, ſhall be 
paſt feeling any of the conſequences of it, 
I have, therefore, not let ſlip this opportu- 
nity, with view to give occaſion, from his 


| recollecting it, to the moſt likely hand, in 
Europe, to make generous uſe of its remem- i 


3 


brance. 


— DON'T. know, whether I ſhould add, 
(and yet it is not too remote from the imme- 
diate point in view, conſidering how liable 
an army is, eſpecially, where long entrench' 4 
in narſhy ſituations, to defluxzons on the eyes, 
or breaſt) that, in whatever other caſe, of 
ſalts too ſharp and active, none of the trite 
remedies, however tedious all of them, and 


ſome extremely mortifying, will be found of 
any uſe, comparatively with this plain and 
pleaſant one, which need be taken, in the 
laſt named intentions, only to half the quan- 


tity 
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tity, perſiſting night and morning for ſome 
length of OR: pninterruptedly. 


I covty have told this little FIR with 
more brevity, where I had writ with , 
inducement : but it is natural to /ov? our 


own delights; and I ſhall always be ſo ſure 


to give great pleaſure to myſelf, in any ſmall 
attempts, within my power, toward giving 
it, in how moderate a degree ioever, to the 
humanity, curioſity, or bare amuſement 
only, of a mind, like my Lord CEST ER“ 
FIELD's, that, if I could perſwade myſelf, 
he would not think my letters troubleſome, 
F would continue to addreſs to him, at 
times (wich caution not to break too often, 
in upon a leiſure, now a ſcanted one, and 
always ſure to be employed much better) 
a few differing , reflections, out of the too 
trodden road; ſometimes commercial, ſoine- 
times military, and ſomgtimes too, not ex- 
cluding mix'd amuſements of a leſs ſevere 
attention. For, however partially, theſe laſt 
attract the /ancy of ſuch idle ſhrinkers from 
the world's ſolicitudes, as Tam, God forbid, 

we ſhould not, in the midſt of all our indo 
lance, live conſcious, that, wherever /hougit 
takes ana, to hide itſelf, from public 
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converſe, it owes doubly bent attachment to 
the public intereſt, 


As I have never been ſo ſelfiſhly buried 
in retreat, as not to own and exerciſe this 
duty, I may venture to confide, to ſuch a 
candid jungment, as your Lordſhip's, what 

I ſhould be very eat, to fay, too loudly, in 
the general ear; eſpecially, among a people, 
who, at the ſame time, they pride themſelves, 
as great adventurers, for improving arts 
and manufatiures, are abſurd enough, to 
mal-treat propoſitions of invention, as the 
firghts and fumes of an unſettled fancy; but, 

with your Lordſhip's great extent of know- 
ledge, 1 may ſafely truſt this truth, (how- 
ever devious from the line of general ideas) 
—— That I have met with, in courſe of active 
and experimental application, toward en- 
largement of ſome uſeful arts, (the arts of 
/and and naval war, particularly) diſcoveries, 
that would, if they were ever to be carried 
into practice, tend to alter very much the 
preſent face of power, by ſea and land. In 
fact, they would do this, to a degree, which 
neither mariner, nor ſoldier, now thinks poſ- 
ble. And, that the very beavreft of theſe 
gentlemen would be the bri/ke/? laugher, at 
but 
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but hearing any man Zhought differently, is 
an illiberal certainty, of which I am too ſen- 
ſibly apprized, to have ſo much as formed 

a dream, of offering an inſinuation of this 

nature, to the prepoſſeſſed and intereſted.” 
For I have, now and then, had opportuni- 

ties to note, and never without an equal 

mixture of compaſſion, and reſentment, 

(from the lame reſults of others diſap- 
pointed hepes, of that kind) through what 
lengths of poſitive contraFedneſs, in heart 

or head, ſuch novelties muſt look to paſs, in 

their dry pilgrimage, from reference to refe- 

rence ; — unleſs, where PRIN ES (or PRIME 

Min1sTERs, with all a prince's poser 

diſpoſe their genius, to examine, and de- 

termine perſunally, 
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I nad, therefore, once reſolved to let my 
own reflections, on theſe ſubjects, die, and go 
to reſt, when I do; and would {till perſiſt in 
that, perhaps, beſt choice, if not convinced, 
that ſome of them, will give your Lordſhip 
private pleaſure and ſurprize. For, I am 
far enough from hoping, they have any like- 
lihood of call, to travel farther, in a ſelf- 
ſufficing age, like this, wherein you are al- 
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moſt the ſole exception to men's general 


contempt of patriotiſm. 


UxprR this laſt conviction, I prepare, and 

ſhortly hope to put into your Lordſhip's 
hands, a written ſeries of bold reaſonings, 
ſuſtained by fads and demonſirations, both 
experimental and hiftorical, and which pre- 
tend to leave it wndeniable, that all the ſea- 
conteſting nations, now ſuppoſed moſt for- 
midable (and our own too lull'd and ſatisfy'd, 
among the number !) might be liable to 
ſce their fleets inſulted, and made v/eleſs by 
an enemy, in exertion of new arts, in mo- 
delling, in arming, in a ſcarce credibly di- 
miniſhing of the water draught, and adding 
infinite increaſe of ſ/w:ftneſs, to their ſhip- 
ping. And that where French, or Dutch, 
or Engliſh, (now) repoſe moſt confidence, 
in their believed perfection of ſea-ſervice, 
they are, there, moſt dangerouſly defective, 
in the very grounds and principles, they go 
upon. 


By this time, I ſuſpect, your Lordſhip 
has acquitted me of any blame, for very 
cautiouſly communicating, what would ſeem 
to carry ſuch a face of arrogance, if not 


of 


ſet of partial reaſoners, whoſe conceit, owes 
rivets to their intereſtedneſs; and who 
would never dare to fee/ a demonſtration, 


that muſt len their repute for knowledge, 


in an art, they have received diſtinction from. 
And yet, nature has no truth more evident, 
than this unlikely one, which J prepare to 
ſend to your Lordſhip. For I humbly beg 
you, while I ſay all this, to be affured, I 
better know the underſtand ng I am ſpeaking 
to, than to preſume the o/ly of amuſing it, 
with any trifling, or w»fofved ſpeculations. 
And the only preſent motive, that propels 
my with to vindicate, to ſo diſcerning a de- 
cider, the great eaſe and practicableneſs, of 
this enlargement of marine capacity, aroſe 
from my late mortifying ſenſe of public 
ſhame, on ſeeing all the efforts of our ſqua- 
dron before Genoa, deſpiſed, and incapable 
to intercept the /iztle embarkations of the 
enemy, merely from want of ſome un- 
thought upon expedients, ſcarce more new 
than natural. 


ANp now, I ſhould confeſs myſelf aſha- 
med of my unmeaſurable length of letter, 
if I did not know to whom I am addrefling 
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of madneſs, in the ſupercilious judgment of a 
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it; for I have ſeen great men in power, 
upon whoſe heavier ſenſe of cares, I could 
never have been impertinent enough, to 
preſs a moment's interruption. — But, how- 
ever obſtinately, a propenſity toward ſearch 
of happineſs may ſtudy to forget, and be for- 
gotten by, the common world, it never can 


be ſo far ſunk in dullneſs, not to ſee how 


different a reſpect is due, to ſuch an univer- 
ſally diſtinguiſhed excellence, as YouRs, 
which, were I to reſign my little life's re- 
' mainder, to ſome cottage of remote America, 
would, even there, or any where, compel 


me to remember, and confeſs myſelf, 


My Lord of Cheſterfield's 
Mqſt faithfully devoted Servant, 


A. HiLL. 


SIR, 
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STR, 


Oct. 25, 1747. 

1 Rien many things to thank you for, and 
while I own myſelf greatly your debtor, 

1 am ſorry to be an inſolvent one; you 
aſcribe more to me, and leſs to yourſelf, than 
we both deſerve ; your Poem of Gideon (fo, 
I hope, you will call it) ſets out in a very 
noble manner, and I obſerve with pleaſure 
the new political turn, you propoſe to give 
it. — Monarchy is the beſt of governments, 
and liberty 1s the greateſt of bleſſings ; if 
they go ſeldom together, if one riſes by force, 
or ſlides imperceptibly into unmaſk'd, or 
maſk'd tyranny, (for there is tyranny of both 
ſorts, and the laſt, perhaps the worſt) if 
the other degenerates into licence (for li- 
cence is liberty run mad, which tears, and 
mangles, and deſtroys her own form) let 
them appear united in your Poem, as they 
are in the reaſon of things, and as they are 
deſigned to be in fact, by the wiſe princi- 
ples of the Britiſb conſtitution ; theſe have 
been often recall'd to the minds of men, 
and are ſufficiently known; but that fpirit, 
which can alone render them active, has not 
U 4 yet 
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yet been rais'd, and he, who is a patriot in 
ſpeculation, is the fool of a court, or the in- 
ſtrument of a faction in practice: let it be 
the muſeꝰs taſk to raiſe this ſpirit; to fan 
the dying embers of zeal for the publick, 
and to fire the minds of thoſe, with the glo- 
rious ambition of patriots, to whom nature 
has given the talents and fortune the means, 
of being ſuch : — Political, like religious 
miſſionaries, may teach us our duty in di- 
dactic diſcourſes, but we feel, that oratory 
and poetry is much more neceſſary to ani- 
mate in one caſe, like ſpecial grace, which, 
we believe, determines in the other; and 
thus the paſſions of the heart are ſet on the 
ſide of vertue, till vertue becomes the ob- 
ject of our predominate paſſion. 


WHILE you expreſs a doubt, you ſhew ex- 
tremely well, how ſatire ſhould be manag'd : 
Horace ſneer'd vice into ridicule : Juvenal 
laſh'd it: Perſius might have done ſome- 
thing of both kinds, if he had ſtudied to 
be intelligible, inſtead of affecting obſcurity; 
your preſent taſk is very different from 
Theirs; they conſidered men, as individuals; 
you are to conſider them, as members of 
oxen b they puniſh'd, as civil laws puniſh, 

parti- 
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particular men, and particular vices ; your 
ſatire muſt be directed, like the great ſanction 
of the law of nature, by which whole focieties 
are affected coercively; every example of 
the neceſſary. tendency, which national vice 
has to the miſery, and national virtue to the 
happineſs of ſociety, is a leſſon of the ſubli- 
meſt ſort ; it ſets nations, and heroes, as ex- 
amples, in our view. The Epopæa ſtoops 
no lower, and if it could make, as well as 
reward heroes, and patriots, it would have 
full ſucceſs; a few of theſe would lead or 
drive, or conſtrain the many, and nations 
might be ſav'd from beggary, oppreſſion, 
and ſervitude, as it were, in ſpite of them- 
ſelves. 


Tux difficulty, I have to write, hinders 


me from ſaying more, but I could not for- 


bear ſaying thus much of the Poetn, and the 
Poet; no ſubject is more worthy to employ a 
generous mind, and no man is ſo likely to 
ſucceed in it, as you, fir, who join to the 
heroical genius of poetry, heroical ſentiments 
of the heart. I am, fir, with much eſteem, 


Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


H. S. L. BOLINGBROKE. 
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Map AM, 


1 H AD the uſual lot of life, and paſs d 

from good to execrable, in three minutes 
time laſt Monday: ruſhing to penitence, 
with ſo precipitate a haſtineſs, as, barely not 
to eſcape the horror of a ſixth place in the 
ſtage coach, which I found juſt departing, 
and was wedg'd into it, betwixt two hoops, 
that would have ſerv'd a Tartar prince, for 
half his Hord's encamping under. 


AND not ſo common, I aſſure you, were 
ſome chances, and adventures, on the way, 
but that you ſhould go near to laugh, at 
reading em, if I was half as ſure, as I 
am willing to be made fo, that Mr. Mallet 
roſe as well recover'd, as you wiſh'd him :— 

It rather ſhould have been, as I wiſh'd him, 
in a country, where ſehf ſtill floats upper- 
moſt and for a better reaſon, than that 
bad one ——for you are plac'd ſo pleaſant- 
ly, and pleaſed ſo mutually, that an in- 
creaſe of health, for ought I ſee, is all 
the further happineſs, you ſtand in need 

of. And ſo, Madam, in the phraſe, moſt 
current, this, I think is, al/ at preſent ; 
though 
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though I ſoon muſt ſend, again, by a 
particular meſſenger ; for had I not been 
bound to thank you both, for three . whole 
happy days, (no ſoon forgotten obligation, 
as men's days now run!) and to enquire, 
with ſome ſoltcitude, how my friend found 
himſelf at waking, I ſhould, here, have 
writ a letter with as inſignificant a ſwell 
of ſomething, that has nothing in it, as 
f W——{/ had dignified the date of it; 
inſtead of which, poor humble Plaiſtow, 
on this firſt day of September, begs per- 
miſſion but to tell you, that there lives a 


ſcribler, much devoted to your ſervice, 
call'd, 


A. Hitt. 


To 
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To Mr, e 

Dran „ 
O UR recal of theſe three beau- 
ties found me in the middle of my 
third time of going over them — ſo far 
have you tniſconceiv'd my attention to 
whatever avocation, of buſineſs, when you 
ſuppoſed it could repel the preſſure of that 
always juſt impatience, which I haſten with, 
to the regard of every thing, that has your 


ſeal upon it. 


Go on! —— You are a fpecies in a ſin- 
gle pen, and are not to be judg'd by any 
of the bold reducements of a criticiſm, 
drawn from other writer's practice or ideas. 
This I know by my own ſure experience, 
that your ſtages may be judg'd too long, 
yet never be made long enough to tire the 
traveller. 


IAM greatly ſorry, you have no ſucceſ- 
ſors ready to place theſe gems in vellum. 
But be mindful, when you have, not only 
of your promiſe, but the pleaſures its perfor- 
mance will bring with it to, Dear Sir, 


Yours, &c. 
A. HILI. 
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To Mr. x. 
DEAR SIR, 


T never is without regret I ſend you 
back your beauties. It is ſo natural to 
retain impreſſions we are charm'd by, that 
you could not be ſo reaſonable as you always 
are, and muſt be, if you found it difficult to 
give me pardon, for a guilt yon have com- 
pelled me into. Do not, however, puniſh 
it, by holding back temptation for the fu- 
ture. Rather than hazard ſuch a mortifi- 
cation, I will promiſe to reform ; — but, for 
repentance, I diſclaim it utterly. 


How immenſely full of the moſt mark'd 
and exquiſite paintings, covert fatire, live- 
lieſt humour, glowing paſſion, ſtrong re- 
flection, and fine touches of inſtructive cau- 
tion, is each ſtage of this new tour of genius, 
through a country, which you plant, and 
people, as you travel over it, and enrich, 
for our delight, who are to paſs it after you 


— But I forbear this ſubject, al your Eden 
is n and limited. 


* 


B. returns with this, and brings you 
back * hearty thanks for ſending him, — 


and 
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and all the heart, and ſoul, and prayers, 
and zealous wiſhes of all mine, and of, 


Dear Sir, 
Dur, (and all your = 
Mojt faithful, humble, 
And obedient & FEOF 5 


A. HILL, 


To Mr. R 
Plaiftow, May 5, 1748. 


N. 


DAR SIR, 


1 Fix p myſelf obliged and charmed, be- 
yond expreſſion, with your third and 
fourth Clariſſa. She is full of varied and 
improving beauties, of ſuch ſtriking force, 
that they monopolize my thoughts, and 
every thought throughout my family. — 
They give a body, and material tangibility, 
to fancy! take poſſeſſion of the ſleep, and 
dwell, like birdlime, on the memory !— We 
are 
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are acqurinted with, and ſee, and know, 


with the compleateſt intimacy, each man, 
"maid, woman, tree, houſe, field, ſlep, incident, 
and place, throughout this exquiſite crea- 
tion ! — We agree, and every day, afreſh, 
remark to one another, that we can find no 
difference at all, in the impreſſion of things 
really done, and paſt, and recollected by 
us — and the things we read of, in this in- 
telletual world, which you have naturalized 
us into. 


As for my daughters, they exert them- 
ſelves to downright anger (which I find too 
honeſt and too amiable, to blame them for 
indulging) when they hear a ſupid now 
and then, of their unliſt'ning ſex, ſpeak 
cooly or ignobly, concerning ſuch a treaſure, 


as they rightly call theſe volumes. They 
ſay, that women of the modiſb ſoil are cur- 


ſed with ſo deteſtable and manifeſt a want 
of ſuch protective pilatage, that they ſhould 


be reſtrained from carrying any Jewels in 


their ears, but Pamela, on one fide, and Cla- 
71//a, on the ether, — and give up in due 
exchange, the diamond dead lights they are 


ſo fond of, to reward the guardian, who ſo 
kindly ſteers them. 


ANo- 


304 OR TGIN AT LETTERS. 


ANOTHER of their obſervations I am 
pleaſed with is, that low and almoſt general 
degree, to which our Engliſb women ſtand 
in need of ſuch examples, were it only to 
{apply their ſcandalous defect in letter-auri- 
ting; —a defect, they are in every ſtage of 
life, ſo frequently expoſed by, to the ſcorn 
of thoſe they moſt deſire to pleaſe, that even 
their pride ſhould puſh on their attention, 
till, from π .. ſuch charming patterns, as you 
have beſtowed upon them, they have learnt 
to write, as if they thought, and lent their 
beauty anew province, to diſplay its power in. 


War various kinds of obligation have 
you not conferred upon me! --- I dare al- 
moſt hope, I never had a great exceſs of 
vanity ; and even that little too much you 
force me to repent. of. For I never open 

| you, without new proof of what I have a 
thouſand times aſſerted, that you are a ſpe- 
14 cies in your ſingle ſelf, that never had, nor 
| will have, equal ; ſuch a glowing {kill you 
have, to call out life, and paint the fea- 
tures of the ſoul, ſo ſpeakingly ! — to con- 
jure up, into the compaſs of ſo ſmall a cir- 
cle, ſuch innumerable ſpecimens of every 

humour, 
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humour, every paſſion ! 5 All the repre- 
ſentative diſplays of nature 


INSTEAD of viewing you engroſſed by a 
diurnal round of the ſame buſineſs, one 
would think you had been verifying the 
ſtory of the wandering Few, and gathering 
all the fruits of ſeventeen active vges, in all 
climates, and through all diverſities of con- 
verſation. But you have peculiarly, a name- 
leſs ſtrength, in locally impreſſive imagery, 
that goes beyond whatever was conceived, 
by a poetic fancy] A certain happy force, 
of ſtarting life from ſome quick tranſient 
glance, that opens its whole likeneſs, at a 
flaſh, and ſtamps it, with a not to be re- 
ſiſted permanency. Your moral hints are 
ſudden, like ſhort lightning ; and they ſtrike 
with the ſame force and ſubtilty ! — You 
ſow benevolence in every ſoil you travel 
over; and it muſt be roc, indeed, that does 
not let it ring to a proportion'd harveſt |— 
You are in ſhort, I cannot tell what you 
are,--- I only know, I feel it; and I could 
not do that, rightly, if I thought I could 
teach words to do it juſtice. --- The fabled 
Circe only turned men into beaſts ; you 

Vo. II. X (truly) 
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(truly turn beaſts into men. And could 
there be ſo vile a wretch, in nature, as to 
hate my deareſt Mr. R u, you would 
transform his ſour frame, if he did but read 
ten pages of your writings. 


I ron'T know whether I have told you, 
that I had the Univerſal Geography again, 
together with the other volume. Both 
ſhall find their way home ſoon ; but I ſhall 
never find the way to ſhow myſelf as ſtrongly 
as I wiſh to do, your gratefuleſt, moſt 
charmed, obliged, and 


Moſt affe&tionate, 


Humble Servant, 
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To Mr. . 


July 28, 1748. 5 


OUR ſilence has been very kind, 

and you but acted, with the genero- 
ſity of a friend's judgment, in not ſending 
me, the bad news of your all, till you could 
add the comfort, of your having overcome 
the danger of it. I am glad you have, with 
all my heart ; --- for your own ſake, for 


Mrs Mallet's, and for the Duke of Marl- 
borough's. 


As for myſelf; I walk in ſhades, ſtill 
gloomier, than thoſe, you ſo obligingly lend 


honour to: --- Nor was your own Aurelius 


a more ſolitary Hermit, I have found him 
full of a conſocial ſenſe, that ſuits me but 
too naturally: And I could willingly give up, 
for the moſt barren crag of his St. Nilda, 
every paſſionate ſolicitude, that in proud, 
peopled wilderneſſes, has the impudence to 


call itſelf attraction: nor is it a mere ſelfiſh 


motive, that impreſſes me with this difreliſh 
of the human hives, I turn my back upon! 


tho' ſuch a narrowneſs might hope tojuſtify 
X 2 itſelf 
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itſelf under reſentment, due to a long 
train of broken truſts, and conſequent un- 
eaſineſſes; domeſtic little cares, that hold 
the heart in a continual ſtruggle, betwixt 
fretfulneſs, and patience. But I ſuffer, 
at the ſame time, ſharper tho' remoter, 
pangs : --- For who forbears to look abroad 
upon the public proſpects! Your monſter- 
lover of Mark-lane might there, have found 
variety of beaſts cas'd more impenetrably, 


than his own Rhinoceros, and ſtupider, than 
his Chald&an Buffalo, 
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IN a country, therefore, my dear erring 
friend, where pel:ticks are turbulently ſhal- 
low; whoſe whole ſenſe of fame, is retro- 
ſpect ; where art is, choice in luxury; 
trade ſunk to —- in gaming: wit's teſt, 
a knack at bribery: and patriotiſin the joke 
of pickpockets; what bold peculiarity was 
yours, that dar'd obtrude a work of genius, 
upon Engliſp taſte, with ſuch an out of 
faſhion virtue, as to hope, it could be elt, 
before its author was paſt the power of 
feeling. 
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LET me tell you, 'tis no wonder, after 
ſuch a ſtrange miſtake, as this, that you 
are grown aſham'd to look your country 
1 in 


— 
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in the face, and lurk inviſible, to church, 
or coffee-houſe. But, what a trifling ſtart 


of levity: In ſerious truth, it is a kind of 
wickedneſs, however ludicrouſlyplay'd with, 


to look ſmilingly on ſcenes of miſery. 


Poor England ! — Would I could go to 


ſleep, and wake, about the middle of next 


century againſt that time, perhaps, the 


muddieſt ſtream might clear its current — 
Mean while, a genius, ſuch as yours, in 
ſuch an age, as you are doom'd to live in, 
mult content itſelf to carry fire, ike the ima- 
gin'd central one, — the dirty earth at once 
mult keep it down, and draw ſertility, from 
what it covers. 


PUTNEY and Batterſea, are ſuch near 
neighbours, that I pleaſe myſelf with hope, 
that you can tell me, what I long to hear, 
of the complete recovery of Lord Bolinbroke : 
J ſhall be more than ſorry, if I ever live, 
to learn, that our few great minds, like 
his, are gone in ſome ſearch of worlds, 
more worthy them ! —- Where only two 
or three monopoliſts hold virtues to attone 
a nation, what a Sodom will their abſence 
teave us ! 


X 3 
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You are, by this time, far advanc'd, in 
your hiſtoric pregnancy, let me ſend you 
the good woman's wi/h, a happy minute, 
and a ſafe delivery! — It was a dreadful taſk 
you had the courage to reſolve upon : and 
ſure, it has not been the leaſt, among your 
thouſand difficulties, to unwind that vari- 
ouſly perplex'd entanglement of views, 
obſtructing views ; alliances, that can't ad- 
here — and intereſts, that confound each 
other. Theſe croſs cuttings, in the mo- 
dern ſyſtems, break a thread, that ſhould 
be always obvious, and which we diſcern, 
and follow, with ſo much delight, in the 
deductive progreſs of old warriors hiſtories. 
We have nothing in our military ſcram- 
blings, of that ſole, and ſeparate point of 
view, that held determination xd; —- 
and its purſuit, and graduation, manifeſt. 
Timid confederacies, diſguis'd falſe ſem- 
blances, with jealous, apprehenſive nibbling 
avarice, negociate menace into ſmoak, and 
ſend out motly armies to the field, as the 
phraſe goes, for ob/ervation ; it being, it 
ſeems, the buſineſs of a general of the new 
impreſſion, not to attempt upon, but wait 
the motion of azempters. Slow, languid 


befitating 
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Heſitating conſultations, flucfuating from ex- 
pedient to expedient, hang prevention upon 
hope, till energy is ſtarv'd to death, by 
the thin diet of deliberation; ſo wars be- 
gin and end, and give no clue, whereby to 
track their conduct. 


I Must confeſs, there was much leſs of 
this in your duke's plans than other dukes 
before and after him, could plentifully have 
ſupply'd you with. HE had that neceſſa- 
ry knowledge of Jon BuLL's true tem- 
per, that he never thought of cool encamp- 
ments, and long yawning times, for heads, 
ſo naturally made for puſhing. Yet, even 
that enterprizing life you are illuſtrating. 
was not ſo much the maſter of its own 
Arong purpoſes, but that you will have 
found him, upon every turn ofppreſi'd, and 
puſh'd awry by interpoſing change, of 
orders, and diſpoſition. If it was poſſible to 
any hand, it has been ſo to yours, to prune 
away, with a ſelecting frankneſs, all thoſe. 
dry, dull, dark, out-ffartings, and leave 
clear his leading path, concentring, into 
one deſign, Gone dd tendencies, where 
they can throw luſtre, on his character; 
and ſoftly touching what does not, with 
reverential brevity. I long to fee a Marl- 
X 4 brrough's 
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borough's face in ſuch a glaſs, as you are f- 
vering for him. We are ſure enough, he 
won't want beauties; and as ſure he would 
have /:ikeneſs, alſo, if among the multa, you 
have had the patience to turn over, in his 
annaliſts, you could have found the multum 
you muſt MAKE, not MEET WITH. 


I Ax glad at heart, you have exchang'd 
Strand- Green for Putney : The river ran too 
near you: and, though it gave you orna- 
ment, convenience, and large proſpect, yet, 
it gave with 'em, a cold air, and turn'd 
good offices to inſults: I would have Mrs. 
Mallet live exempt from dangers, of what 
kind ſoever, yet as long as horſe can ſtumble, 
or boat overſet, in carrying you, there will 
be two, which in defiance of the noble ſoul, 
you have told me ſhe is m/treſs of, ſhe will 
indulge, a cowardice in apprehending, and 
conſider ſuch a fear, as a virtue, I have 
a a ſecond reaſoo of my own, for liking Put- 
ney : It is nearer than Strand-Green to Lon- + 
don, and the uſe I mean to make of that ad- 
vantage, I will ſhortly ſhew you, perſonally. 
See, what „eib reaſons men can find, in 
preference of what their wiſhes tend to! 
As for fo ſtrange a pair as you, — you will 

be 
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be happy, any where: The Devil himſelf 


has own'd that truth, however it came 
into Milton's head, to put it in the mouth 
of ſuch a ſpeaker. 


The mind is its own place, and, in itſelf, 
Can make a Heaven of Hell : what mat- 
ters where, 


If I be ſtill the ſame, and all I ought ! 


ALL the kind, and friendly wiſhes, in 
the world, my daughters ſend your Lady, 
and yourſelf: Were their wiſhes half as 
weighty, as they are ſincere and reaſonable, 
they would give a nobler proof, than your 
old niggard D-—-8's, how juſtly your 
true worth is underſtood, throughout this 
family. I am, with moſt affectionate 
reſpect. 


Dear Sir, 


Your faithful, humble Servant, 


A. HIL. 


To 
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Aug. 9, 1748. 
. Aug. 9, 174 

Have received, with pain, the honour 
1 of a letter (though twas yours) and am 
alarmed, for my friend's ſudden illneſs. Any 
attack, upon his health, will carry right to 
give alarms to thoſe, who know him, as 
they ought ; but from his head particularly, 
I muſt wiſh pain abſent, for the world's ſake ; 
from his heart I do, for your ſake ; there 
being, I dare ſay, no atom in it, that your 
image could eſcape a wound in. 


As ſoon as I enjoy the pleaſure of his bid- 
ding me congratulate his eaſe, and yours, 
from this new apprehenſion, I will take my 
chance, for finding you without engage- 
ments. If I fail, in my firſt venture, it will 
guide me better, in a ſecond ; for not all 
the weight of ſo polite a will, as Mrs. Mal- 
let's, ſhall prevail upon me, to aſſume ſuch 
undeſerved importance, as to dream of pre- 
vious notices, for troubles meant you, by a 
man, who knows no title he can make, to 
your regard, but from a much more due 
reſpect, in, Madam, | 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt. 
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To Mr. Marrrr. 


Sept. 9, 1748. 


DEAR SIR, 


OUR letter freed me from a pain, 

that was beginning to grow ſerious ; 
and I ſaw your hand, with a proportion'd 
pleaſure, — But, too, (like a world, you 
did not uſe to be ambitious, of reſembling) 
you mixt a daſh of bitter with your ſweet, 
in your bad news of Mrs. Mallet; to whoſe. 
hands, by Monday next, I ſhall direct a little 


bottle, or two, having been forc'd to wait 
for ſome of the ingredients. 


SINCE you are well enough to look on 
pictures, caſt your eye on the inclos d, and 
tell me, whether it has keneſs: It is 
one of a great number ; every one of which, 

before they viſited the world, ſhould court 
your paſſport, or embargo, if I could, in 
conſcience, grow unmindful, what a ſtore _ 
of heavy reading work you have before 
you, without added weight of my impoſing. 
But you had peculiar claim to fis, which 
would have made it an injuſtice, to have 

ſpar'd you the due trouble, It is the caſe, 


too 
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too, of a noble neighbour of yours, to whom 

I ſend my only other copy, wherefore, be 

ſo good, at your beſt leiſure, to return me 

this, by the ſame way it takes, in waiting 
on you. 


As you told me, you had never ſeen the 
Almahide, J have cut its author out, to ſend 
him you, from a mix'd maſs of Curliciſins, 
among which his velvet lay, unnaturally 
ſtitch'd to dowlaſſes — Pray note, he was 
but little turn'd of Twenty, when he dar'd 
this manly outſtart, into ſo avow'd a truſt 
in his own ſenſe of other's excellence : 
Remark how he compells remote occaſion, 
for thoſe generous emanations of the heart, 
with which he praiſes Dr. Garth and Mr. 
Granville. I was, firſt, and always, charm'd 
by this fine quality, the openneſs of his 
humanity, which has, thro' all his life, 
been his diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic : The 
Queen might have, as fitly, tied a Sky-Lark 
to a Bat, as hop'd to ſtrengthen a Lord 
 Bolingbroke's adminiſtration, by the low, 
dark, back-beat doublings of his leather- 
wing'd aſſociate. When one ſoar'd up to 
light, the other tugg'd toward coverture. 
God makes the world indeed, more right, 


by 
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by oppoſite influences; and therefore, I 
ſuſpect, twill be infer'd, by a fair leveller, 
you wot of, that he left to the D I's 
care the governments of ſtates, — where 
the ſame cauſe produces different conſe- 
quences. 


CERTAINLY, the ſpirit of ſublimeſt 
reach muſt naturally love its own reſem- 
blance: What men love, they can't help 
pbpraiſing. Therefore, I believe, you never 
read our friend P—s miſtaken, and too nar- 
row comment upon Horace's Nil admirari : 
It is the never failing mark of a true genius, 
to diſdain all reſerves, and jealouſies, and 


not feel only, but proclaim felt tranſports, 
with effuſion of benevolence: No honeſt 


thinker ſees, without due deteſtation, with 
what hair-breadth pinchings—out of praiſe, 
the creeping ſoul of a cold ler ekes his 
bit, upon a bit of paultry approbation, under 
filly ſuppoſition, as mean ſpirited, and falſe, 
as tis immoral, that wit %s what it 
pays another. 


BuT I am running on, as if the duke 
of Marlborough's hiſtorian had as much 
35 tpare 
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ſpare time, upon his hands, as a recorder 


of more recent glories: I will conclude, 
but not too haſtily. Take firſt a wiſh al- 
moſt as long, as my letter. 


Keey health, increaſe wealth, taſte joy, 
draw love, do good, meet gratitude, live long, 
die pleas'd, and never be forgotten! If 
I could wiſh you a compleater ſtring, you 
ſhould have had it, or, becauſe men do 
not wear necklaces, I would make faſt a 
diamond to the end of it, and ſend it to Mrs. 
Mallet for a fairing, from 


Dear Sir, 
Nur moſt affettionate, 
Obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


Ta 
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To Myr. MALLET. 


Sept. 29, 1748. 
Hen judges, of acknowledged ſkill, 
find lixeneſs in a picture, they de- 
light its painter, in proportion to his know- 
ledge of their judgment; but I long'd to 
have ſupplied, to one portrait, (which you 
fain would find the leaſt reſemblance in) 
with many warmlier diſtinguiſhed ſtrokes, 
than I have ſuffered, to proclaim its whole 
length, and compleat original, from ſome. 
prudential cautions, which, quite alien to 
myſelf, impoſed reſtraint, out of the 
weightier conſequence, as having reference 
to another. | 


I am doubtful, whether I ſo well remem- 
ber'd the too cloſe connection, zeal is apt to 
hold with indiſcretion, in a very warm effu- 
ſion of ſome heart-felt truths, that have in- 
{ſcribed my epic poem, to your noble neigh- 
bour at Batterſea; and, therefore, I ſuſpend 
the publication, till I can be ſure; there is 
no room for apprehenſion, of ſome kind or 
other, which, in times ſo little worthy him, 

may lay ſtrong claim to his friend's care. 
2 Town's 
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I own'p this ſcruple to my Lord himſelf, 
when I firſt ſent the papers, about two or 
three weeks ſince; ſo hope, it had no due 
foundation, But third hands interpoſe moſt 
properly, which if you think, pray be fo 
good to ſee my Lord, and tell him, that I 
have entreated you to take the trouble of 
conveying back to me, thoſe papers, when 
he ſhall have had the leiſure to look over 
them ; and that I would much rather burn 
the whole, than publiſh any ſingle line, he 
may have reaſon to wiſh pauſed upon, 


Ar the ſame time you would oblige me, 
ſtill much farther, if you would be pleaſed 
to think, and beg the honour for me, that 
my Lord would, with you, think, whether 
Gideon ought to give the poem name? — or 
whether it had not better been, The Patriot? 
From the irt name, might not CanT be 
| apprehended ? from the ſecond, would not 
men conclude ſome quality, more deſpica- 
ble? Yet, it is not quite impoſſible, that 
there may riſe an age, wherein ideas will be 
correſpondent with the worde, that ſhould 
excite them ; and from that good proſpect, 
may not Patriot hope ſome preſent pardon. 


I HOPE 
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I nope yours, mean while, for my delay, 
in ſending back Lord Cheſterfield's French 
pamphlet, upon acting; by the way, is it 
propriety, to call a book, that treats as well 
of tragic, as of comic action, The Comedian? 
It has many very us remarks, no new ones: 
they are only generals, and ſuch as tend but 
to diſplay, what ſhould be done, without at- 
tempting to diſcloſe the art of doing it. The 
author treats his ſubje&, with, a florid Jeafi- 
neſs. He ſhews it, as earth ſhews us trees: 
we ſee the branches, and confeſs their beauty ; 
but the root lies underground, and we walk 
but upon the ſurface. 


I nave ſent it now to Mr. Mllar's, and 
you will receive, at the ſame time, my Mx- 
ROPE, upon a plan, as near Voltaire's, as I 
could ring it, with ſafe conſcience. Let 
me fairly own, what I am truly guilty of ; 
I undertook this piece, upon a motive, more 
malignant than it ſhould have been; for I 
but ſought to mend, with the bad view, to 
mortify him. Indeed, I wou'dnt bear, with 
patience, his provokingly unreaſonable va- 
nity, that treats it as an act of downright 
impudence, when Engliſbmen preſume on 

Vor. II. * # genius 
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genius for Tragedy! But we are anvill'd 
into ſuch inſenſibility, to all French inſults, 
that I queſtion, whether a court audience 
would not yawn at this affront, which I am 

fool enough to dream, deſerves reſentment |! 
There are taſtes, the French could lend us, 
which, I fear, in truth, may be above our 
genius ; but ſuch taſtes we ſhall hardly in- 

cline to borrow. They have other taſtes, 
below ovr real character, and in thoſe, we 
think it fame, to imitate them : yet, even 
from ſuch, I would not wiſh our notice quite 
excluded; I only think, they ſhould be uſed, 
as you can uſe Youre, be built upon, to be 
raiſed higher. 


Lou have fired me, with more than a 
poetic curioſity, to Know, what ſtrange em- 
ployment hat has been, to. which you can 

have given a whole week's application, to 
. deſerve the thanks of future ages, and yet, 
left it poſſible to add, they may know nothing 
of the matter. | | 


| Ir you have recovered your Fair Fugitive, 
pray let her know, I am her humble Ser- 
| vant : Even thirty years ago, I might have 
| hoped free leave, to make that declaration, 
| | X | from 
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from the huſbands of ſuch ladies, as had 
run away from them. The preſent miſ- 
chief of it is, that yours, I fear, has left you, 
but as dayligbt does, to riſe upon you, with 
new luſtre, Be that as it will, (to ſteal a 
phraſe, for once, from the Town Chronicles 
I don't ſee, why ſhe ſhould not let me know 
the merit, or demerit, of my pigmy bettie : 
If it boaſted virtues, which it had not, it 
were pity, good-for-nothings ſhould be pro- 
pagated. But, if found deſerving a ſucceſ- 
ion, it ſhall have a very long one taken 
care for, by 


The moſt obedient, and 
Moſt faithful Servant, 
Of vou 09th, 


A. Hr. 
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Nov. 2, 1748. 
[| REALLY thought, dear Sir, that neither 
my affection, admiration, or warm 
grateful ſenſe of your inimitable virtues, 
(of both head and heart) could have admit- 
ted an increaſe. But he will always be de- 
ceived, who thinks he comprehends the 
meaſure of your noble qualities! — and the 
ſincere, kind, friendly plainneſs of this laſt 
obliging letter, makes me a moſt charm'd 
example of the error. 


Tux ſimplicity the world makes ſo great 
a cry about, is what I love, as much as they 
pretend to love it; for, indeed, they talk of 
what they do not underſtand ; nor can 
ſuch creatures, as complain of poetry, be- 
cauſe it puts them to the pain of thinking, 
merit any Poet's thinking of. -— Obſcurity, 
indeed (if they had penetration to mean 
that) is burying ſenſe alive, and ſome of my 
raſh, early, too affected, puerile ſcribblings 
muſt, and ſhould, have pleaded guilty, to fo 
juſt an accuſation. But the caſe, thank God, 
is very different now ; and theſe implicit 


mules, that carry malice for their owners, 


mizht, perhaps, have modeſty enough to 
2 think 
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think it ſo, if they could ſee, with what un- 
pardoning ſeverity I do, and ſhall, reviſe my 
copies. 


Bur J am ſure, that when my dear friend 
told me, that the world has changed its 
taſte, he gives that word the ſame reſtrained 
ſenſe J have uſed it in, above; for no 
judge better knows, that, with due excep- 
tion to deaf ears, the world was never more 
diſpoſed, than now, to Eng/i/h thought, and 
Engliſh feeling. Nor ſhall we, (if our pe- 
riod, as a people, is as diſtant as I hope in 
heaven it is) in any part of the now current 
century want ſufficient numbers of learned 
men, and perſons of exalted genius, to pre- 
ſerve all writings, worth their notice; ſuch, 
I mean, as carry figure to attract it. For 
ſmall pamphlet pieces, I ſuſpect, too ſeldom 
reach good hands, or run a hazard to be loſt, 
among the rubbiſh, that ſinks round them. 

I can'T help ſaying ſomething more, 
about implicity; becauſe, as, Mr. Dryden 
told ſome fools of his own days, that, when 
they praiſed an eaſy way of writing, they 
meant that, which men could write ug ea- 
fily, ſo their ſucceſſors, of the modern ſtamp, 
are far from meaning, when they cry up 
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to note. There is the innocent fimplicity of 


fearing ſimplicity of the eagle. Set a critic 
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what they call /mplicity, that natural and 
delightfully inſtructive elegance of unaffect- 
ed paſſion, which your touch'd and thinking 
readers fee, and ſuffer under, and grow bet- 
ter by, in the diſtreſſes or reflections of a Pa- 
mela, or a Clariſſa. All that theſe dim, hum- 
ble wretches mean, by their abuſe of it, to 
a benumbing ſenſe, is the unjogging ſlide of 
ſomething, but they cannot tell what, that 
paces their lame underſtanding ſmoothly 
on, and does not ſhake it out of a compo- 
ſure, neceſſary to its weakneſs. If ſuch ſim- 
plicity as theirs, is any ſimplicity at all, it is 
the creeping fimplicity of a lauſe. Not but 
there is a briſker kind, that has a ſhare in 
their eſteem, which is the ſizpping ſimpli- 
City of a flea. — Beyond heir knowledge, 


the /ubborn ſimplicity of the aſs) there runs 
a long gradation of ſimplicities, not one of 
whoſe diſtinctions they concern themſelves 


the ſheep ; the /frong one of the ox; the 
martial, of the horſe; and, to go higher up, 
there is the ferrible ſimplicity of the pan- 
ther; the majeſtic, of the lion; and the 


tool, of the new taſte, to work, and we 
ſhould: 
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ſhould ſee him lend his lion the poor louſe's 


legs, to keep him from too rampant a mag- 


nificence. His eagle would hop ſhort, in 
emulation of his flea. His panther muſt be 
ſhaved, for the ſimplicity of wool-gathering. 
— And nothing but his aſs, and his own- 
ſelf, would ſhow their natural qualities. 


SIMPLICITY, (you know it beſt of all 
men breathing) is a weaker word for the 
ſame thing, profriety. Whatever is concei- 
ved with, and expreſſed with hat, wants 
nothing — It has every ornament becoming 
its demands, not one beyond it. — If it 
had none, it would be-nak'd; if too few, 
d-feFive ; if too many, tawdry, This, my 
dear friend, is ſimplicity ; and this is your 
ſimplicity, Whether we take the word 
from /implex, (fine plica or from fimp:us, 
( /ine and plus its true ſenſe muſt be found 
in its reverſe to plex; ſo that every thing 
is ſimple, that has nothing added contrary 
to its own quality, —and every thing unſim- 
ple, that has foreign and unnatural an- 
nexions. If a camel were to be deſcribed, 
it might be done with all the requiſite ſim- 
olicity, however /oftily the poet ſhould ex- 
preſs the beaſt's raiſed neck, majeſtic pace, 
14 and 
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and venerable countenance. But from the 
moment he began to mention claws and 
courage, as the camel's attributes, his devia- 
tion from the rules of true ſimplicity, would 
juſtly call for the reproach of too magnifi- 
cently adorned. Not becauſe camels ought 
not to be ſpoken magnificently — but be- 
cauſe there ſhould not be aſſigned them a 
magnificence, repugnant to their nature. 


ALL themes have their peculiar requi- 
ſites; and I dare truſt even ſome of the 
molt prejudiced miſtakers of ſimplicity, in 
many a piece, which they will fee among 
my poems, when made public altogether. 
Where only ſocial and domeſtic virtues give 
the ſubject, the heroic ſeems too ſtrong, and 
may be thought fe (for 'tis that, they 
mean in truth, by their magnificently adorn'd). 
I will venture to be ſure, they will exempt 
from ſuch a cenſure, one, they will find 
there, © Epiſtles from a Clarr/a, to her Pa- 
ce mela; and from Pamela to her Clariſſa, 
adorned, they will confeſs, below the ſubject ; 
whether as regarding the two ladies, or 
their mental father. One aſſerts the ſoli- 
tary, one the ſocial peace of life. What 
more, they both aſſert, I leave it to them- 


ſelves to tell you. 
LoxG 
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Lons as this letter is already, I have 
ſomething ſtill to add, relating to a proſe 
piece, I informed you I ſhould want your 
judgment on. It is my tra& of new im- 
provements in the art of war, by ſea and 
land. This piece is very full of novelty, 
and poſſibly will have much future conſe- 
quence. And yet, the ſupercilious narrow- 
neſs in vogue may make it be ſuppoſed, 
that nothing of this nature can be worth re- 
gard, not authorized by a commiſſion to 
think rationally. To ſuch heads, it were of 
little influence to ſay, how much I ſaw and 
learned, in armies of three different nations, 
at the outſet of my life, (too ſoon engaged in 
foreign ramblings) — A ſtill leſs effect would 
follow, if J went about to make them ſenfi- 
ble, how preferable to whole lives of mill- 
horſe-rounds in practical contractions, an 
extended theory may be, when exercifing a 
not unadapted genius, long and obſtinately 
bent, on all examinations, proper to that 


ſtudy. 


Wuar can ] ſay, to your black paragraph! 
— I call it not ſo only from your loſs, (for 
which I heartily condole with you) of a 

relation 
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relation ſo emphatically near; but from the 
melancholy track of thought it led you into 
with regard to your own life (which God 
preſerve but till your Pamela and Clariſſa 
die). Are you to hope no end, to this 
long, long, long, nervous perſecution ?— 
But it is the tax you pay your genius! and 
I rather wonder you have ſpirits to ſupport 
ſuch mixture of prodigious weights! Such 
an effuſion of the ſoul, with ſuch confine- 
ment of the body! than that it has over- 
{trained your nerves to bear your ſpirits agi- 
tation !— Dear Sir, God Almighty bleſs 
you | I ſhould never end at all, if I writ 
on, till I had nothing left, that I ſtill wiſh 


to tell you, — from 


Your (beyond his potver of telling ) 
N obliged, and 
Grateful humble Servant, 


A. HILL. 
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Nov. 12, 1748. 

IT H how much juſtice, dear Sir, 
do you tell me, your Clariſſa is a 
work of tragic ſpecies ! — Every branch of 
my attentive family can prove it true, by an 
experienced demonſtration ! I am moved 
more ſtrongly, almoſt every where, through- 
out this ſeries of enchantments, than in any 
part of any Tragedy, I ever met with. 


I pEs1GN'D to have ſaid nothing on this 
charming ſubject, till I ſhould have ſeen 
the part, wherewith you mean to cloſe it. 
But I wanted power to hold that purpoſe, 
and have been compelled, by my own 
heart, to throw out a ſhort ſpecimen of what 
you fill it with, in the few lines incloſed, 
to which I will, at preſent, only add my 
hearty thanks for theſe ſweet volumes, and 
my promiſe, that no eye, beyond our walls, 


ſhall look upon a page of either. 


I TREMBLE, while I move my pen, not 
only from ſenſation of the cold itſelf, but 
under the worſe apprehenſion of its menace 
to your nerves -- who are in expectation of 


attacks in theſe ſharp ſeaſons, 


_ Irpray 
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IRA God, to diſappoint this expecta- 
tion --- though tis your”'s, and grant you, in 
amends for that one diſappointment, twenty 
better things, you never looked for. 


T am (hourly more and more) 


Dear Sir, 
Your true Admirer, and 
Obliged obedient Servant, 


A. HIII. 


P. S. My girls are both as much your 
own, as your two deathleſs ones. 


N. 

Nov. 29, 1748. 
O what increaſe of more than human 
power, to mould the ſoul, have you 
inflamed this cloſing ſcene of your angelic 
prodigy ! It is not to be born ! why does 
your poſtſcript waſte a word about poetic 

juſtice? you move through every not to be 
deſcribed enchantment of this amiably kill- 
ing 


To Mr. R 
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ing progreſs, more forcibly, than all the Ta- 
gedies of all the nations in the world, from 
Athens down to Otway ! —I buried the 


dear girl by three o'clock this morning, 
and I now can hardly ſee the pen where- 


with I tell you, that you put my eyes out— 
and you do it, in ſo many places, and by 
ſuch ſucceſſive, unaccountably aſtoniſhing, 
and not to be reſiſted ſtrokes of nature, that 
that I really think, in this one ſingle night, 
your heavenly ſweet Clariſſa, and her fate, 
have coſt me tears enough to ſwim the vo- 
lumes that excited them. 


Goop God! how did your hardly to be 
pardoned modeſiy find power, ſo long, fo 
cruelly, and continently long! to hold in 
all the conſcious maſtery of ſuch a genius, 
as was never equall'd | I deſpiſe myſelf, and 
all dramatic ſtrainers at pathetic touchingneſs, 
when I am taught, in almoſt every period 
of this comprebenſive model of mankind, in all 
paths of their paſſion, that he who made us 
all has given to you alone (by heaven I ſpeak 
the leaſt of what I fee/) a key, as powerful 
as St. Peter's — for you beautify and torture, 
with impreſſive ſovereignty ; and, with a ſin- 
gle turn of hand, unlock the heart's receſſes, 


lead 
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lead ſurveyors into what has been ſuppoſed 
inſcrutabie, and lay man open to his own diſ- 
covery, even where he ſhocks his pride, and 
mortifies his vanity the moſt by ſuch com- 
pelled inſpection. 


How do I long, that you would turn your 
next inimitable flow of life, into the ſcenic 
chanel, and do everlaſting honour to your 
country, by ſome triumph of its ſtage, that 
would teach century after century,. to weep 
diverſion into virtue ! All the difficulty 
you can meet with there, would be, (a pain- 
ful one to think of !) that, where you cre- 
ate a power of feeling, for readers, the un- 
happier Hearers might go near to loſe the 
nobleſt half your Pathos, in the a&or's un- 
conceptive, indolent, theatrical knack at 
chilling it. 


As ſoon as you allow theſe three laſt vo- 
lumes to break out upon the public, I ſhall 
Force affection for my country, to let me very 
juſtly blame her preſent race, if your Clariſſa 
does not ſhine in every eye, and dwell upon 
almoſt as many thouſand fongues, as ſhe has 
faculties of charming. 


Oh! 
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Oh! Nature's boaſt! oh! God's own 
breath, in man / 

To paint %% worth, is more than language 
can: 8 

Even to conceive thee, ſhakes th' extended 
heart ; 


But, to expreſs thee, aſks thy MAkRR's art. 


Dea, dear, tranſporting friend! how 
little have I ſaid! how little can I fay, of 
__ whatI glow with an inſpiring ſenſe of! well 

may you ſuffer under #remors, who fill all 
you reach with tremblings ! — Be tenderer 
of ſuch nerves, as nature never gave before! 
for, what :mmen/ify of pangs muſt you 
yourſelf have ſuffered under, in producing 
this divine capacity of paining others, into 
pity, grief and wonder! —- This is all 
ſhort, poorly ſhort, of what is „elt and 
meant by, 

Dearęſt Sir, 
Your cbarm'd Admirer, 
And with Love and Veneration, 
| Nour moſt faithful Servant, 


9 HIL I. 
To 


336 ORTIOGOINAL LETTERS 


To Mr. MALLET. 
fan. 12, 1749. 


J LosT you, dear Sir, as we loſe in dreams, 
ſome friendly ſpirit, that but juſt ap- 
pears, to guide us to ſome good, or guard us 
from ſome evi, and then vaniſhes away, 
without admitting our acknowledgments. 


Soo after you was gone, I went to Mr. 

Garr:ick's, but he was abroad; the moment 
I can fee him, I will write you word, what 
place and time, he chuſes for the reading 
of Merefe; I ſuppoſe, 'twill be as uſual in 
the Green-room ; and, with ſuch a number. of 
the actors, as mult all be preſent, with their 
parts, the ſcheme of fixing it in Saliſbury- 
Court, had been improper, as it would have 
over-crowded Mr. R n, and made a 
breach in play-houſe practice. | 


Hay a thouſand things to ſay to you, 
and could ſay none of W A friend can 
only be bebeld, in public places: note there, 
one new, and noble preference, of ſolitude, 
to agitation , when alone, I can, and often 
do, converſe with you, uninterruptedly ; — 
| | and 


ORIOINAL LETTERS. 337 


and I could do it, were your Putney as re- 
mote, as Mr, Dobb's north-weſt paſſage, 
Neither abſence, nor its next relation, death, 
can ſeparate the ſou! from thoſe it loves; 
and we leſs touchingly poſſeſs immediate 
preſence, among crowds, than we embrace 
ideas through the wideſt diſtances, in na- 
ture. Does not ſociety aſſume a name, by 
no means proper to it, when it diſſipates at- 
tention, by ſurrounding it too notfily ? Diſ- 
traction, in ſuch caſes, ſeems to me, to rob 
reflection of its noble property ; and coffee- 
houſes, routs, and drawing-rooms, are only 
hoſpitals of cure, for ſuch /ick minds, as want- 
ing friendſhips, thoughts, and innocence, 
are Charitably comforted, from within, by 
a relief indulged them from «:7bout, be- 
cauſe they ſee the devil, as often as they 
look inward. 


Wirnu yourſelf, dear Sir, and Mr. R 
(who is a very worthy man, and adds, to 
many other of his merits, that of honouring 
you ſincerely) — your honeſt Mr. Millar, 
and J, ſhall make up (any evening, when 
you come next to town) one figure, ſhort of 
Charles the ad's company. Yet could there 
never be deficiency, where only one of theſe. 

Vor. II. 2 four 
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four (whom I won't name to you, and your- 
ſelf will be the laſt at finding) favoured any 
man alive, with but hrs fingle preſence. 


Having enquired particularly, I find, it 
was upon the Thurſday before Chriſtmas, 
that the packet, you received but Thurſday 
laſt, was carried to the Watermens Arms, at 
Hungerferd-ſiairs. I am cautioned, by this 
accident, againſt all future truſting parcels 
there, if F./ſh-r can't be met with. When I 
know what day will be aſſigned, by Mr. 
Garrick, for the reading Merope, I ſhall en- 
treat the favour of your copy, when you 
come to town, that the two other may be 
altered by it, for, in writing out, I made 
corrections, in ſome places. This, already, 
is too long a letter; yet, I cannot end it, 
without adding a warm with, and prayer, 
for Mrs. Mallet's health, and for the little 
all-ſouls of her prattling family. Would to 
God, the dates, and colours, of their life, 
were in your will, or his, who is, with every 
ardor of reſpect, and e 


Dear Sir, 
Your moft obliged, affeionate Servant, 


A. HILI. 
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To Mr. Garrick. 


Jan. 14, 1749. 
S IR, 

S have never loſt you out of ſight, 
A and hearing, ſince laſt Thurſday night, 
ſo have I never ceas'd reflecting, what a 
pity tis, that your unbounded power, to 
charm, in every ſhape, ſhould often rob 
your audience, of their nobleſt tranſport, 
that of ſeeing you, in ſoft, genteel, brave, 
generous characters ! It is too humble an 
ambition, when you condeſcend to ſhow 
your maſtery, in little ones. None ever 
doubted, that the Eagle could fly low: — 


but, being made for ſoaring, he leaves 
ſtooping to the aidepper 


Sucu heart-thrilling changes, as you 
touch, in the diſplay of manly paſſions, 
ſuch mark'd action, painted purpoſe, elo- 
quence of look, and agitated force of atti- 
tude, are rare, and noble qualities; but of 
too wide a compals for a letter, or a conver- 
ſation, I will endeavour to convince you, 
in a fitter place, how little I fay of you 

2 2 to 
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to yourſelf, compar'd with what you make 
me feel, upon the ſubje&. Accept, at pre- 
ſent, a ſmall off- hand picture drawn, this 
morning, for a proper place in a large 
volume, now juſt ready for the publick. 
If it has deficiencies, I can't find out, It has 
one /trange one, which I ſee, but won't cor- 
rect It wants flattery. 


I App a ſketch, upon the doubt, you 
ſtarted t' other day, about the dreſs, Eume- 
nes ſhould appear in. Some ſuch choice 
as this, would carry with it, a gay, ſtriking- 
mixture, of the /hepherd, and the hero, and, 
without offending your, fo rightly with'd 
propriety, by ornaments, unſuited to his 
paſtoral circumſtances, have a chance to 
pleaſe, beyond the jewels, which contraſt 
it; and attract the eye, more forcibly. 


I seE your time engroſs'd, by ſuch di- 
verſity of cares, and company, that I 
hardly know how to think it reaſonable to 
hope, (tho' I will, ſometimes, take my 
. chance, in trying for it) that I can find 
you in a vacant hour. When I do, I have 
a word, or two, to ſay, upon a hint, I 
long to mention to you, for increaſe, if 
| | un 
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it were poſſible, of your peculiar power to. 
move in thoſe fine falls of voice, you ſo 
inimitably prafice : You will comprehend 
it, in a moment. I am, 


Sir, 
Nur moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 


A. HILL. 


—— —  ______— 


To Mr. R. 


Jan. 16, 1749. 


HAT aletter was my dear Friend's 
laſt! and how, above all power to 
tell you, what you make hearts feel, are you, 
for ever rifing, more and more, after the 
warmeſt vers of your foul, and you ſuppoſe, 
they have, already, ſeen in both, the higheſt 
elevations, minds can ſtretch to ! But I ſhal] 
know better what to do, than what to /ay, 
and fo refer to aclion, the effect of ſentiments 
I really want the power to ſpeak, or write; 
and if I had it, could not e a quarter of 
| 2 3 the 


k 
17 
) 
' 
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the painful pleaſures, you, ſo daily fill me 
with, by ſuch a Po. and paſſive 1587 of 
owning em. 


I was in town, on Saturday, but only for 
an hour, or two; nor could Mr. Mt out- 
ſtay one o' clock, and left us: Honeſt Mr. 
M-——-r could ſcarce talk of any thing, but 
Mr. R n; he even wanted to have had 
a meeting at your houſe, for reading Merope 
to Mr. G-, Mrs. Cr, and God knows 
how many more: Nay ſeem'd ſo warmly 
bent, on this improper and tumultuary in- 
vaſion of a place and perſon, (I ſhall chuſe, 
and ſeek a more ſerene, and leſs diffus'd 
enjoyment with, ſome evening of the cur- 
rent week,) that I was loth to ſay much, 
then, in oppoſition to it, tho' it muſt have 
held me on the rack, after not having ſeen 
you for ſo long an age paſt! to 5 ſee 
you, in a crowd, where ſuch a pleaſure, 
muſt have been divided into interruptions, 
that would more than half have loft it to 
me: I will only beg one happy hour or 
two alone, and afterwards, engage the com- 
pany of Mr. M—t and of Mr. -i, for 
ſome other evening, you can ſpare us, alto- 
gether, with moſt. leifure. But acquit you 


I 8 from 
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from all danger of the ſcheme of inroad 
about reading Merope; (which Mr. M-—r 
grounded, I perceiv'd, upon the great 
eſteem, he told me, Mr. G 
you and your opinions) as it, doubtleſs, is 
expected by the Managers, as uſual, that 
the reading ſhould be in the Green-Room, at 
the houſe, to all the Actors with their parts, 
as caſt, ben given em. 


Ir it were poſſible, that one, who loves 
you, and admires you, as I do, could taſte 
a nobler pleaſure, than in reading you, and. 
thinking of you, I am always ſure to meet 
with it, in every place, I go to, from the 
almoſt only ſubject, I hear any companies 
agree upon, and that is, when they talk 
about Clariſſa, and Clariſja's author ! --- To 
excel all --- yet be hd by all, is one of your 
peculiar, and moſt wonderful prerogatives / 
Adieu, dear Sir, for I am entering on a 


theme, I ſhall be 14% in, if I don't abruptly 
end, with 


Your moſt charm'd oblig'd, 
Afﬀeftionate and faithful Servant, 


| A. Hi. 
2 4 To 


K has for 
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To Mr. GARRI1CK. 


Jan. 20, 1749. 
SIX, | 
I WAS in town laſt Saturday, and left 
my name, in King rect, where I wiſh'd 
the pleaſure, to have thank'd you perſo- 
nally, for the kind regard, which Mr. Mal- 
let tells me, you have been ſo good to ſhew 
my Merepe, I ſhall in a few days, come up 
again, and wait on you, to beg the favour 
of your ordering a time for reading it, ho- 
ping, you have been pleas'd to give direc- 
tion, for its being written into parts, that 
it may be in readineſs, for coming on, as, 
I am told, you are ſo kind to mean it ſhall, 
after the run is over of Irene; to whole 
author | wiſh all ſucceſs for two ſtrong 
reaſons, one, becauſe I hear he merits it 


and one, becauſe you are deſirous, he ſhould 
meet with it. 


SINCE you conſent to lend your anima- 
tion to Eumenes, I dare venture, to fore- 
tell him fortunate : Mrs. Cibber, once, in- 
form'd me, ſhe ſhed tears for Merope : --- 
When Mrs. Cibber weeps, who won't weep 


with 
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with her? Mr. Barry I never yet ſaw, but 
I preſume, he will be for Polyphontes. Caſt 


the whole, I beg you, Sir, to your own 


will, and judgment: I am ſure the Play 
will be the better for it. 


I App only this deſire, (and beg your 
pardon for my preſſing it) that as the 
winter wanes apace, your goodneſs will in- 
dulge this piece, with ſuch ſeaſonable care 
to put it forward, that it may come on, as 
ſoon as you can poſſibly admit it; and I 
ſhall feel myſelf oblig'd, and always grate- 
fully acknowledge it, on every opportunity, 
that falls within the power of, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble N 


A. HILL. 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


Feb. 15, 1749. 
OW does my dear friend? How 


does his excellent Lady ? How does 


the budding ſpringlets of his lovely fa- 


muly ? 


I was in town, at the Anamolous Mr. 
Fohnſon's benefit, and found the Play his 
proper repreſentative, ſtrong ſenſe, ungrac'd 
by ſweetneſs, or decorum : Mr. Garrick 
made the moſt, of a detach'd, and almoſt 
independent character. He was elegantly 
dreſs'd, and charm'd me infinitely, by an 
unexampled ſilent force of painted action; 
and by a peculiar touchingneſs, in cadency of 


voice, from exclamation, ſinking into pen- 


five lownefles, that both ſurpriz'd, and inte- 
reſted | Mrs. Cibber, too, was beautifully 
dreſſed, and did the utmoſt juſtice to her 
part. But I was ſorry to ſee Mahomet (in 
Mr. B——»y) loſe the influence of an attrac- 
tive figure and degrade the awfulneſs of an 
imperious Sultan, the impreſſive menace 
of a martial congueror, and the beſeeching 


tendernaſſes of an amorous ſollicitor, by an 
unpointed 
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unpointed reſtleſſneſs of | leaping levity, that 
neither carried weight to ſuit his dignity, 
nor ſtruck out purpoſe, to expreſs his 
—_ 


I nave given Mr. Garrici the ideas, 
he. deſir'd, upon the paſſions, in Eumenes, 
and I hope, too, have ſatisfied his doubts 
about the dreſs. He has, again renew'd his 
promiſe, to let Merope come on, as ſoon as 


poſſible in April: And informed me, Mrs. 


Cibber was a little ſtartled. at the lateneſs 
of that feaſon for it, but conſented, and will 
get it up; and now, as Mr. Garrick has the 
reputation of good-nature, and ſincerity, 
I hope, there is no room for apprehending 
diſappointment. 


I TROUBLE you, dear Sir, ſo often, that 
J /n againſt conviction, when I venture to 
renew my hope, that now, as ſoon as your 


conveniency permits, Merope will have 


the honour of your reading, to a few ſuch 
auditors, as would beſt lend her weight, in 


the reports of their opinion, ſhould they 


give it favourably ; 


This is ſeeming, 


ſtrangely, to forget, that you want /eifure : 


But, 
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But, in truth, it is remembring, you abound 
with goodneſs, Were you but poſſeſſed, 
as eminently, of all other rights, you could 
lay claim to, nothing would be more imper- 

tinent, than ſome warm wiſhes, now, at 
heart, in thoſe, who know, and love you 


like, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt ſenſibly oblig- d, 
And faithful Servant, 


A. Hirr, 


Ta 
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To Mr. GARRIC E. 
March 29, 1749- 
1 
1 HOPE I may, about this time, con- 
gratulate your ſafe return to town, but 
am tblig d to do it by a letter, under tor- 
ture of a pain, in the left fide, that I can 
hardly fit to write. I ſuppoſe you heard, 
that Mr. Barry had declined the part of 
Narbas, as well as that of Polyphontes. Mr. 
Berry, if you pleaſe, ſhould have it, and 
the High Prieſt may be acted by any body, 
who can ſpeak articulately. 


I AM but little mortified, at all theſe diſ- 
appointments ; for, it is on you alone, that 
the Tragedy depends, for its reception from 
the 'public: You will inſpire, too, Mrs. 
Pritchard, and give animation to the reſt, by 
reading the Play to em, which, again, I beg 

| moſt earneſtly, I may depend on: For it is 
a wiſh I have at heart, to ſhun the pain of do- 
ing it my/e/f, to a capricious ſet of people, 
who becauſe they muff, will have regard, 
for what you bid em think, and underſtand, 
to the Play's advantage. You will even 


give me the ſincereſt pleaſure, by excuſing 
: I me, 
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me, at the rehearſals : I ſhall be of no uſe, 
there, at all; or, if there ſhould be, poſſi- 
bly, ſome little point, wherein I might be 
thought fo, let me ſettle it, with you, Sir, 
and not them, I beg it of you. 


«+ * 


 -PLEASE to tear out the old Prologue, and 
the Epilogue, and let theſe alter d ones be 
put, in place of em. A friend of mine 
was adviſing me, to give the laſt, a Iigbter 


turn, which would not, perhaps, have been 
wrong, had Mrs. Cibber been the Merope, 


becauſe, from a ſoft-looking, maiden-like, 
lim figure, (ſuch as bers) the point of joke, 
in double entendres, catches ſpirit from ſur- 
prize, and makes the wantonneſs attractive 
but thoſe turns, from a hook, and form, of 
different appearance, make but cold impreſ- 
ſion; though in all things, but the ook, 
and ſhape, their merit may be equal. I dare 
venture to inſure Mrs. Pritchard as great 
applauſe in this grave addreſs, as ſhe could 
have expected, from a fat high one, ſeafon'd 
to the full re/:;/b of the faſhion. | 


Pray, let me run no hazard, of. 
charging it to a remiſſneſs, that I beg to be 
excuſed from ſtage attendances, on this occa- 


ſion. The truth is, I ſee, united there, ſuch 
| Force 
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force of vanity, with ſuch a feebleneſs of ge- 

nius, that I ſhun to mortify my/eff, by mor- 
tifying others, to no purpoſe ; you are legion 
in yourſelf; the ſure and /ingle hope of our 
theatric world ; and far from meaning this, 
as compliment, I am ſo folidly convinced, 
that it is plain, and honeſt #ruth, and that 
there is no promiſe of a likelihood, that I 
ſhall ever live to ſee another actor rife, with 
your capacity, to taſte, improve, or even to 
comprehend, the uſe of ſuch a ſyſtem, as I 
had deſigned to publiſh, that I am, now, de- 
termined againſt printing it at all, but will 
abſtract the eſſence of it, in a courſe of pri- 
vate letters, for your own inſpection ſingly ; 
and they ſhall be ſent you, as I can have 
leiſure to ſelect, and to abridge their ſub- 
jects.— You will find things uſeful, and 
not common, in 'em; and whatever you 
think proper to z/luſtrate, by your practice, 
will be better underſtood and profagated, by 
effect of your example, than from all the 
theory of a dead reaſoning. 


_ TT ſaw, how ſure a conſequence this 

will be found when, you repeated a ſtrong 
ſpeech, or two from Lear and Tancred: 1 
 obſery'd, with great delight, how, paintedly, . 


vou 
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you brought the faſſions, firſt, into your eye, 
before you ſpoke a ſyllable ; and, thence 
with what adapted, and pathetic force, your 
voice receiv'd and threw out, the ſenſation. 
By this ſingle maſtery, you have, at once, 
cConceiv'd, and executed nature's nobleſt 
ſcheme of excellence in ating ; and you are 


the only actor, who has ever felt, or under- 
ſtood it, rightly. Even your own Shake- 
ſpear, who came neareſt to the apprehenſion, 
miſs'd it, when within an inch of making it 
his own See this, apparently, in in one of ma- 
ny places, I will ſhew you, in his writings. 


Stiffen the ſmews, ſummon up the blood, 

Lend fierce, and dreadful aſpect, to the eye; 

Set the teeth cloſe, and ſtretch the noftril 
| wide. 


Held hard the breath, and bend up OY 


irit, * 


To its full +: THOR — 


Never was rule laid down, with more 
mechanical exactneſs, than this is, for repre- 
ſenting anger :- But the error was, he placed 
the cart before the horſe ; for let but the fle 
line exchange poſition, with the ſecond, and 
the ſpeech begin with — Lend fierce, and 
| dreadful aſpect to the eye, and he had laid the 


ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem open, at a ſtroke, in all the cleareſt 
light of nature. For the /ook, as the lines 
now ſtand, which is rang'd as an ect, will 
then appear the cauſe, as it ſhould be, and 
all the noble pictures following be no other, 
than its natural conſequences. 


WovLD to God, you had no ſhare in 
the patent! I am ſure you have none in 
your merit's claim to it) a genius, ſuch as 

yours, will always hold poſſeſſion of the 
public favour, and there never was a time, 
wherein ſo great, and ſure a fortune could 
be made, by playhouſe management, as in 
the years now riſing : I will, ſhortly, give 
you many reaſons for it ; — one, not the 
ſmalleſt, is from a new practice, that has 
ſpread but very lately throughout all the 
ſehools of England to accuſtom youths to act- 
ing plays, at breaking up, and other ſeaſons, 
before great aſſemblies of their friends; and 
this inures them to Zheatric taſte, which 
ſticks faſt to em, for their whole lives after. 
May all accidents concur with this to widen 


your good pr ns anna ; it is very earneſtly 
the with of, 


Sir, 
Nur moſt obedient, 
And affeftionate Servant, 
; A. HIII. 


- i 6 
4 72 N 
Tr 


OE £4 


354 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


April 7, 1749. 

SIR, : 
1 Hap not opportunity to tell you, at re- 
hearſal, half the pleaſure, I now write 


to thank you for, and which you made me 
feel, in Poliphontes. 


I MEANT to paint him brave, fierce, 
haughty, bloody, deep-deſigning, ſubtle, 
and attractive. All his bravery and fierce 
ſpirit, J obſerved, you finely hit, and ſo you 
often did his ſubtlety, and very aptly, and 
genteely, varied into ſoftened and attractive 
tones (where fit) to Merope. Such natural 
changes do not only make a voice more 
muſical, but, at the ſame time, eaſe it, and 
extend, and guard its compals. 


THERE ariſes too this happier conſe- 
quence, , from an adroitneſs this way, that 
the Hops, before ſuch changes, muſt be fl d 
out by intenſe and meditative appoſition of 
the eyebrow (as if thinking to the coming 
purpoſe). — This will give both Zone and 
manner; all the kkeneſs they intend to ſhow ; 
and add that face of NATURE to the ſhow- 


ing 
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ing it, which is the ſingle cau/e of a hard 
leſſon to be hit, called We1Gur, in acting. 


For example, when (though in the mid- 


dle of a ſpeech) you find ſome haugbiy ſtarts 
in Poliphontes, if you then, before you ſpoke 
a word, in that new walk, would take a 


breathing time, and, therein, draw your 


breaſt a little back, ſtretch up the neck, and 
firing the nerves quite through your body, 
and (in that zew attitude) pronounce the 
haughty words, your voice will carry moſt 
expreſſive dignity, in a proud ſtately ſwell, and 
you will find, ſuch brace upon your joints 
reſirains, as will your arms from all levity 
of unmarked motion, and give the nobleſt 


grandeur of a figured majeſty. And the fame 


good end will always follow, (only ſubſtitu- 
ting quicker and more alive ſprings upon 
the nerves) in anger, menace, and all places, 
where the terrible is neceſſary. 


In all Poliphentes's entrances and exits, 
only be mindful, to brace nervouſly, and 
bend your eye-brow into the idea of ſuſprcicn, 
mixed with haughtineſs ; and, by that ſingle 
artifice, your loo, Zone, flep, and mien, will 
catch the right zmpreſſion, | in a moment. 


A a2 THERE 
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Tuxkx remains to be confidered but that 
kind of manner, which expreſſes beſt the 
bloody, meditative, and defigning. And all 
this will follow, almoſt of neceſſity, from 
one perpetual caution, not to ſlide, without 
a penſive attitude, out of a period of different 
turn, into a paſſage of this nature; but, be- 
fore you ſpeak, in the new ſenſe, to bend 
your eye-brow into a ſhort pauſe, for thought, 
and ſtand a moment in that thinking poſ- 
ture. And then, while you keep your 
brow. ſo bent, begin, and carry on the change. 
And ſo, in every other caſe, by either rai- 
ing or depreſſing thus, your brow, anſwerable 
to the gay or ghomy variations in the paſſi- 
ons, you will make the audience Jo you an 
accompliſhed actor. 


POLIPHONTES is a character, that 
will afford great compaſs ; and your gentus 
penetrates the utmoſt of his meanings. — 
Pleaſe to give yourſelf a little private trou- 
ble, in applying theſe few hints to all ſuch 
places, as you ſee them proper in, and J 
dare promiſe you, that good effects wil fol- 
low your ſo doing. I am, 


Sir, Nurs, Sc. 


A. HiLI. 
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p April 8, 1749. 
SI R, 

KEpr one laſt remark for a new letter, 

not to make my firſt too long. That 
but related to what Poliphontes ſpeaks, him- 
ſelf: This intimates the part he ought to 
take, in Other's ſpeaking ; during all which 
time, it would be ſtrikingly charaderiflic, 
if you let your eye and action paint that jea- 
lous apprehen/rueneſs, that doubtful vigilance, 
—that penetrative and attentive heedfulneſs, 
wherewith a wiſe and long experienced g- 
rant would examine, as it were, the very 
ſouls of thoſe he acts with, and dive through 
their /coks and words, to fathom their ſu/- 
pected purpoſes. The ſame adaptions, there- 
fore, of his buſy eyebrow, the ſame ſhown 
ſtrong, or ſlacker braces of his nerves, as oc- 
caſion calls, ſhould hold him always fixed, 
upon the anſwers he receives, as well as on 
the declarations he impreſſes. Very different 
this, from the too common diſſipation of the 
actor's perſon, where, as ſoon as he has done 
his ſpeech, he let's looſe his attention; and, 
of courſe, acquits the auditors from any ob- 
ligation or inducement, to confider him as 
What he came ** the ſtage to paſs for. 


'T ris 
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This little note, with thoſe my other 
letter brought you, will be all that can be 
needful, and produce not camprebenſion only, 
but improvement and extenſion, from an un- 
derſtanding, ſuch as yours, in whom the 
poet happily. uniting with the actor, gives 
you great and perſonal advantages; and, as 
I with and hope to ſee you at the height 
thoſe ought to place you, let me add this. 
ſeaſonable remark, that all the popular Play- 
ers, J have ever known, have owed that po- 
pularity to ſome particular new character, 
wherein the envy of mankind, finding no 
room to charge their merit upon i mitation, 
was compelled to grant the beauties, they 
ſtruck out, were of their own production, 
and ſo rated their poſſeſſors, in proportion 
to that forced conceſſion. I am, 


Sir, | 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


A. HIL. 


To 
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| To Mr. GaRRIcR. 
SIR, | 
A S Merope, dear Sir, was forc'd to 
ſtruggle with ſo bad a ſeaſon, will 
you be ſo good, to give a better to one 
other piece of mine. Perhaps you are not 
pre-engaged for January or February? -- If 
you are, may I depend upon the third week 
in November? When the parliament fits 
early, this methinks ſhould be a period, 
fit enough for bringing on new pieces, and 
the rather, as not uſual, fince it would be 
taken, as one inſtance, among many, of your 
abler management. 


Dox'T think me, now, regarding my own 
intereſt ; that is but ſubſequently, in my 
view : for I annex it to a nobler motive 
the extenſion of your Tragic conqueſts, 
You have now but one walk left untrodden, 
and in that there are, among your moſt pro- 
feſs'd admirers, ſome who give you up or 
doubt you; nor have you a right to wonder 
they ſhould do fo, while you really ſeem to 
doubt yourſelf, in that particular. The walk, 
I mean, is the ſublimely folemn one 
the walk of weight, and dignity; but not 

NS: the 
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the cold, declamatory, and ſonoriferous : our 
unpaſſion'd Cato's and half-paſſion'd Tamer- 
/anes were left too little animated by their 
authors, but were never ⁊critten, with fo 
froſtily congeal'd a chillneſs, as their a&ors 
have been pleas'd to lend 'em : Mr. Booth, 
at Cato's firſt appearance, always raiſed from 
forty-eight to fifty thund'ring claps on ſen- 
tments which HE made felt; but which 
are ſo compoſedly ſhed upon our preſent au- 
diences, that Cat's claps, I think, ſtretch, 

now and then, to almoſt Half a dozen, I 
could point out, if you thought it worth 
your curioſity, the changes which have 
caus'd this loſs of influence, in a character, 
for many years, ſo popular, and which at 
this day, I am ſure from ſuch a mouth, as 
I could name, together with ſuch eyes, and 
attitudes, has more than ſeventy places, where 

rong claps would riſe, infallibly. 


BELIEVE me, Sir, tis only ſentiment, that 
ſtrikes the heart: (paſſion itſelf is but un- 
moving noiſe, without it) therefore, charac- 
ters, full charg'd with ſentiments, which riſe 
from intereſting paſſions, and from moving 
Incidents, and which are uttered by an actor 
who n WA * by ſuch * 
OOKS 
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looks, and thought-inflated pauſes, as your 
never equall'd ones, in Lear and in Eumenes, 
and can mark em ſo diſtinctly, throughout 
all their windings by adapted variations in 
his voice and action; ſuch, and fo acted cha- 
racters, I ſay, muſt always, unavoidably, 
compel the ſtrongeſt tempeſts of applauſe, 
the infinitely largeſt ſhare of which is the 
great Aclors, not the writers triumph; for 
whatever force, the ſentiment may carry, is 
all loſt in an 2 ſpeaker's mouth; and in a 
good one's, but conſider'd, as a beauty of the 
ſpeaker's giving, 


I AM altering the whole character of 
C SAR, in the Roman revolution, ſo as to 
comply with the miſtaken public notion, 
of his aiming to be Ling, in violation of 
his country's liberty; but he ſhall ſtill pre- 
ſerve a ſoul and dignity, moſt unexceptio- 
nably his, above all mortals, in his weight 
of ſentiments, (not ſtoical, ſour, preaching 
ſentences, but warm and generous irrup- 
tions from his heart) and I will forfeit 
all pretence. to any thing like judgment, 
of a ſtage, or you ſhould hold the houſe, 
throughout that part, in one continued up- 

| | roar 
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roar - of applauſe — renew'd in more than 
in one hundred places. 


Wu won't you, dear Sir, be perſuaded 
to this trial by an ardent lover of your 
fame? and one, who on a ſubject, he fo 
long has ſtudied, does not ſpeak at random ? 
By about the middle of winter, I deſign to 
publiſh my compariſon, &c. wherein, how 
would it charm me, to compleat your pic- 
ture, throughout the whole dramatic com- 
paſs, by ſtrong referential progs of a ſu- 
periority, which friends, and foes (if you 
have any of the 44) muſt then have been 
compell'd to own unbounded: as ſurpaſ- 
ſing Mr. Booth himſelf, in his moſt ſtri- 
kingly diſtinguiſh'd walk: —— for as to 
any others, who (ſince him) have been 
Wan of it, a flat, ſlow, articulate, blanc, 
ſullen, equal out-ſpread of the voice, where 
it demands to be diverſified, adaptive, and 
inflective, is the whole extent of their pre- 
tenſion to Catonicks, 


I wiLL, here inſert the penſiveſt, (and 
longeſt, too) of this Cæſar's ſpeeches, that 
you may obſerve, how actively remote he 
is from the declamatory. In every other 

pl ace, 
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place, he is, beyond compariſon, more ſpi- 
rited ; if ſuch a ſpeech, as this, were roll'd 
out, to an audience, after our round trun- 
dling manner of delivery, the infurer of one 
ſingle clap would be a bold adventurer ; 
whereas, felt, ſhown, and utter'd with thoſe 
agitated picturings of heart, a touch'd 
thoughtfulneſs, which you, and only you, 
could lend it, your applauſes would be al- 
moſt, as numerous, as your couplets, 


AOT I. 
SCENE II. 


CASAR alone. 


| W H Y- when I would be happy — 


am I great? 
Men who deſert their peace, to ſerve their 
glory, 
Toil -- for the malice ! of oblig'd mankind! 


Who think me tyrant, ought to nd me 
| ſuch, 


Such to ſuſpe# me, proves themſebvs had 
been, 
What they conclude, 1 am. === Let me re- 
flect — 
Why 


— —_—_— — 
yTY— — —— — —— — — —— U——b— — — — ů— — — — 
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Why Hold I power, if tis unjuſtly mine? 
Freedom is every Romans native right : 
And every Roman voice demands it back. 
-- Alas! -- each Roman is corrupt -- and 
fold! 
No liberty redeems — the 0://;ng ſlave. 
The cheapen'd varlet's rate their venal 
votcs, 
And ſell — their foul's de 4 fender. Sleep, 
ambition : 
How eaſier tis, to ſave — than mend we þ 
people ! i 
Ungrateful Rome ! — But Rome is Cæſar's 
country © 
And who dares injure —where he's born to 
ſave? 
III think no more. --- Rail on, my foes, 
unheard : 
Buſy for greatneſs, I'll negle revenge : 
Take envy, in reward: and make it fame, 


SPEAKING of Mr. Booth, it falls in natu- 
rally to remember, with what bitterneſs 
he us'd to curſe the poets, for not doing 
_ juſtice, to this nobleſt of drematic charac- 
ters, for he could never ſpeak of Cæſar, with- 
out rapture; and of all the ancient Romans 
hated Cato moſt, tho' he ſo much adorn'd 


— 


* 22 = om 8 E 4 * o by * af 
* RE x = x" 3 bY FJ "ED IP © Fa ERS 4 FS EY, SOD > 2 -+ th = 
4 4 — 3 as mW CC 3 2 8 3 . £ 
. W — ITY 4 * = => * 7 


A RES 
OE, IO => 


4s a « r e r 2 
ee DN 1 
4 \ 1 "RECs 


* nne r 3 a 971 .* 
777 CY n 22 8 9 r 


r 
a — * LY 1 1 * 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 365 
him by his action. He would often won- 
der; and, in truth, I do ſo too, that in their 
way of drefling Shakeſpear's Ceſar, they 


contriv'd to make his very laurel look ridi- 


culous ; whereas there might, and doubt- 
leſs, ſhould be ſomething, as ſuperior to the 
reſt of mankind, in the modus of this hero's 
dreſs, as in the greatneſs of his ſoul, and 
character. I threw out all, relating to his 
Parthian expedition, and contract the plan 
into a touching and diſtreſsful ſtory, as was 


ever brought upon a Theatre; yet hope 


to do this, without robbing it of any of 
its grandeur. — If you will but reſolve to 
conquer, in the name of Cæſar, as reſiſtleſly 
as Czſar did himſelf, bid me go on, and 


try, if I can make him not unworthy your 
adorning, againſt winter; and lay every 


blame on me, if you repent the credit, you 
2 my propheſy. 


THERE is, (L was about to ſay i in nature, 
but in cu/fom I am ſure, there is) ſo cruel 
a propenſity toward. mortifying a too fre- 
quent writer, that I dare not wiſh to truſt 


the public favour, for above one new Play 


more. But it will always give me the ſin- 


cereſt pleaſure, when you uſe the power, 


yau 
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you may command me with : -- where-ever 
you would clear ill-mark'd, or cover'd paſ- 
fions, from the groſs obſcurity, which they 
lie buried under, in ſome fine od parts, — 
or bid me, at your pleaſure, modernize 
their faint and obſolete expreffion ; — or if 
you turn your eye, occaſionally, on the „la- 
mina, you ſpoke of, in old pieces, capable 
of being alter'd into ſtriking Plays, I could 
do this, without appearing a too general 
undertaker. For, in caſes of that nature, 
you alone need know, what hand the pieces 
paſs'd through. | 


As I find it but too probable, that, for 
one other year at leaſt, I ſhall be maſter of 
more leiſure, than I like; in any way where- 
in you think I can have power to be of uſe, 


command the thoughts of, 
Dear Sir, x 
Your moſt faithful, © 
And affettionate humble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


- d f 1 To 


- N ö 8 : g C RC; 0 a h A 1 IDIOT, SE >, — _— 3 1 < a * 
* : — _ 1 OS, Ms T > 16 > r 3 — 2 R e E OI EEIOEE —_ * 
4 * IS 2 2 8 3 > N 2 J * ; 5 my ES 2 7 * 7 — 3 br) - Ws s- SAG £ 2 — "hot" : * Ig *. ”_ 1 + Xe — rr * „ 5 —_— 2 n < Jp pa) "=" = x 0 b 
2 * 2 —— * 8 » CS -—% GA - . 1 * — — e 2 Fu = e *. * N * * a 7 28 5 Q as 2 RE ** 2 v E WW * 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 307 


To Mr. MarLET. 

April 22, 1749. 
HAD deſign'd, dear Sir, that Mrs. 
Mallet's Merope, and yours, ſhould have 
been better dreſſed, when I beſeech'd the 
honour for her, of a little corner, within 
reach of eyes, which had conſidered and 
befriended her, with ſuch a partial goodneſs. 
But the hurry of our honeſt Bookſeller, (who 
has, I find, prevented me, in ſending you 
a copy, and who tells me, too, he judged 
it proper to ſend one, himſelf, to my Lord 
B——) denied him time (he 51 to ger 

fine paper ready. | 


I Have been ſo il theſe t ten days BY that 
1 was never once in town, ſince they 
brought on the Tragedy : But know, it owes 
you many a favour, that you have not, yet, 
. vouchſafed, to let me thank you for: They 
will break out, however, and but charm the 
ſweetlier, like your virtues, for the veil, you 
hold before em. I am, dear Sir, more ſen- 
ſibly, than you would have me be, 


Yours, &c, ; 


A. HiLr. 
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To Mr. GaRRIcE. 
DAR SIR, 


ILL the provokingly delay'd cone! u- 

ſion of my chancery affair, I am com- 
pelled to patience, under many inconveni- 
ences; and of late, to ſome prudential cau- 
tions, mortifyingly inconſiſtent with the 
joy, J feel, in ſeeing, and in Fearing you. 
'Tis well, 'tis but a tranſient cloud, that 
will blow over in a term or two! and in 
the interim to make myſelf the het amends, 
I can, I purpoſe to invade you as a written 
viſiter; but beg, before you go to France, 
you'll let me hope, at leaſt, one happy 
day, at Plaiſtou, where you ſhall be enter- 
tained, with a plain paſtoral fimplicity, as 
if you were among your ſhades in ELis. 


I am obliged, and charmed, beyond my 
power to ſay how much, by the attraction, 
Merop# derived from your inimitable force 
of genius! It had left me more than ſa- 
tisfied, if you could, poflibly, have given 
me the advantage of a hetter ſeaſon. -—- 
As it is, I am contented, being very ſure, 
you did not, without difficulty, find it 
practicable 
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practicable to aſſign it, even the interval, 
wherein you made way for it. Will you, 
dear Sir, be ſo good, as to ſend me your 
office abſtracts for my three nights, with 
a receipt, ſuch as I ought to ſign; and 
it ſhall be returned you the day after 
I receive it, by my daughter Johnſon, 
for whoſe coming you will pleaſe to have 
the balance ready, in a Bank note, and 
excuſe the trouble. I am quite a 
novice, in this benefif road; and quite a 
ſtranger to the rate, you fix your nightly | 
charge at; but I know, I may depend on 
every act of #:indneſs, and of. moderation, 
where it is to Mr. Gaorr:ich, I muſt owe its 
regulating. And, dear Sir, believe me, ever, 
with the moſt ſincere affection, | 


Your meft fat 2 ul oblig'd, 


* 


: And obedi ent $ ervant, 


Vor. II. :. 


ON ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


To Mr. MALLET. 


May 5, 1749- 
DEAR SIR, 


1 HAVE not been in town, ſince I had 
laſt the honour, to addreſs a line to you, 

in Arlington-ſtreet ; nor will I tell you more 
particularly why, than that, in ſpite of my 
endeavours to prevent public notice of an 
author's nights from Merope, there ſpread 
ſome general, over-rated expectations from 
it, that I found a paultry kind of caution, 
not unneceſſary, till my circumſtances lift me 
out of this new mortifying ſituation, which 


I hope, will be the conſequence of one 
term, longer. 


I nap, yeſterday the office abſtracts of 
my three nights benefits : All the balance, 
after their deducted charges, came but to 

one hundred and forty eight pounds. The 
rehearſal of the fooliſh firework muſick hurt 
my fixth night, very much : This profit 
is not what, I hoped it might have been; 
but 'tis ſo welcome, and well-timed a one, 
that I am ſatisfied — I ſhall receive it, in a 
day or two, when the firſt thing I do, ſhall 
be, to ſend your honeſt Mr. M—'s balance 


to 
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to him. And permit me, dear Sir, once 
again to tell you, and forever to remember, 
and acknowledge my warm ſenſe of your 
great goodneſs to me, throughout all the 
ſtages of this troubleſome tranſaction. 


SAy, for me, to your Lady, every thing 
you know, I ought to think, in juſtice to 
her excellence; and bleſs your little prat- 
ters, with a warmth, if poſſible, more ten- 
der, than your uſual one, by adding to it, 
that of, 


Dear Str 2 
Yours, &c. 
A. HILI. 


B b 2 Plaiftow, 
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| Plaiſtom, July 10, 1749. 
1 Have been extremely ill, dear Sir, and 
only once in town, for ten weeks paſt, 
on Saturday ſe'nnight ; being forced to fret 
away my ſpirits, in a vain regret, at having 
all my power moſt unaccountably with- 
held, from long ſince doing juſtice to a 
friend ſo lov'd, and worthy to be lov'd, as you 
are] whom I am not, cannot be, one ſingle 
hour unmindful of; and of whoſe matchleſs 
merit I wear deep impreſſions on my heart, 
above all forms, and not within the com- 
paſs of a compliment. — But I will ſay no 
more of this, juſt now.--The time is coming 
-- too, too ſlow, indeed, it comes-- but {till 
'tis coming--when I will be known, even to 


the ſoul be known—as I would wiſh my 
friend to know me. 


I sHovLD have thanked you ſooner, for 
your accurate index. What a deal of pains 
muſt it have coſt you! — yet, methinks, it 
cannot have been neceſſary; nay, probably, 
was dangerous; for are there not ſome 
mean book- poachers, whom it will content 
too much, by over-cheaply ſatisfying a ſu- 
perficial curioſity, which but for that, the 

ſame 
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fame of your Clariſſa had compelled to buy 
the volumes: Whether I am right, in this, 
I know not, but I tell you how it ſtruck 
my apprehenſion. | 


You are a thouſand times too conde- 
ſcending, when you treat the objector to a 
certain ſcene, * as a critic worth correcting. 
What luckleſs cenſurer was this! to fall 
upon the ſtrongeſt and moſt guarded elo- 
quence, that ever writer yet attained, and 
miſ-conclude it an indecency ! It is the 
place, of all Clariſſa, which ſuch ſenſible 
and modeſt women, as both think and ſpeak 
with reaſon, take delight to own, they were 
the moſt deceived in, For, beginning it 
with apprehenſions natural to the ſituation, 
they eſcaped the menace, with ſurprize and 
pleaſure; and enjoyed the triumph of Cla- 
riſſa, without any of her pain-confeſſing 


delicacy, which the objector was too groſs 
to feel, where a rake's amorous exceſs of 


warmth and libertiniſm is ſublimely check- 
ed into reſtraint, by reverence, where paſ- 
ſion ſtands corrected by diſtreſs! and licenſe 
falls a ſacrifice to virtue! God guard Cla- 
riſſa from the pens of ſuch abſurd preſu- 
— mers 

* The fire ſcene, in Clariſſa. | 
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mers! She can never ſtand in need 6f 


commentators, but will tempt ſome juſter 
than this hallowed violator. 


I ALMosT fear'd to aſk you, how the 
public has received the outſet of Gzdeon. 
I can't forbear to ſay, that if a work; like 
that, meets with general negle&, I will 
reſign all vanity of publiſhing my writings. 
| I ſuch an age, I can renounce defire of 
praiſe, without one ſigh, and ſhall reſt ſatis- 
fied, beyond this life, with the obſcurity I 
loved, while in it. 


BuT I can never give up my wiſh, of 
holding the affection, you have honoured 
me with ſuch obliging proofs of, till I fail 
to hold that breath, wherewith I ſhall, at 
quiting it, pray heaven to love you, as does, 
Dear Sir, 


Your moſt faithful, 
Humble Servant, 
And avowed Admirer, 


A SLE 


To 
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To Mr. GaRRick. 


Fuly 11, 1749. 
ELIxvx me, dear Sir, I poſlels : a plea- 
ſure, of the nobleſt kind, in hearing, 
you avow the oy, which every! honeſt heart, 
that knows, how much you merit it, muſt 
take a large, and voluntary, part in. May 
its continuance be meaſured to you, by the 
length of your two lives ! — That is to 
ſay, may both live on, increaſing in affe&ton, 
as your years increaſe, and then, at laſt, a- 
bout the middle of next century, drop, arm 
in arm, together. 


As to the laſt act of Merope, J rather 
chuſe to break the ſcene, than 4% an added 
beauty, of ſuch ftriking force, as that will 
carry, which you hinted to me. The 
chief difficulty will be found your painter”s : 

For, conſidering, how crowded a confuſion 
has, before, been repreſented to the audience, 
in the ſpeech of Euricles, twill call for all 
the pencil's art, to fill the temple (through 
; Bb 4 tide 
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fide openings, ſeen twixt columns, ſtanding 
ſeparate from the ſlanted ſcenes, which are 
to be ſet back, as far as poſſible) with ſuch 
ſignificantly buſied groupes of intereſted 
people, as were ſpoken of in the deſcription, 
and to leſſen off their view, in gradual 
depth of &eeping, ſo as to extend the proſpect 
with ſcarce a ſenſible diſtinction, from the 
real liſe, before, and near the altar; ſuch, 

as the kneeling queen and Paſirate guards, 
together with the prieſis, and virgins 


while the bleeding bodies of the fyrant, 


and of Erox, ſhould be ſeen above their 
heads, as fallen, in different attitudes, upon 


the footſteps of the altar, that Kaen 
ſtands on. 


vo was born with genius, for drama- 


— 


tic beauties; and this ſcene, as you con- 


ceive it, may be made the moſt nagnifi- 
cent, that ever cloſed a Tragedy, I will 
not fail to ſend you, very ſoon, the alte- 
rations, which the written part requires; 
and indeed, ſhall never pleaſe myſelf fo 
well, as when I execute your notions ; for 
I ſee, they will be drawn from nature, 


and 
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and made active, as all fragic meanings 
ought to be, and full of ſoul, and ſenti- 
ment, and -paſfion. Would to God, (I 
can't help wiſhing it, again) the ſtage 
were yours alone! "Twill grow a rich, 
and noble province under your direction: 
and tis pity, all the ſpirit ſhould be 
yours, and any of the gain another's. 


Dear Sir, 


Mo faithfully, and moſt 


AFectionately, Yours 


e A. HIII. 


To 
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To Mr, GARKICK. 
| Au > 3; I 
Dear Six, both 


I WAS not well, when I writ to 3 

laſt, nor for ſome months before; nor 
am I, yet, half freed from a ſtrong nervous 
cholic, that grew greatly heightened by a 
cold, J got in your dominions ; iniy warm'd, 
by a participation of LxAR's rendingly in- 
imitable feelings] which permitted me, to 
take no notice of an outward heat, the houſe 
was ſweating in, nor of an open windorw, at 
my neck, in an odd corner, I had wedg'd 
myſelf into, for ſhunning interruption of 
the promiſed pleaſure, I climbed thither 
to enjoy; and which I did, in truth, enjoy, 
beyond all wonder, and example! This 
ſmail circumſtance, of e, I tell you, to 
account for my late letter's being too far 
diſtant from its ſequel. 


You may pleaſe to recollect, we, once, 
vere ſpeaking of the v/e, ſome writers would 

have Actors make, of looking glaſſes + Tis a 
Riff conſlraint, upon both mien, and memory, 
and never, but at one time, neceſlary, to an 


actor of true genius: and that time is only, 
till 
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till he has attain'd the habit, by ten great 
changes in his brow and muſcles, to call out 
upon a moment's warning, OY, picture of 


the paiſſions > 


Ix, indeed, without that readineſs ; from 
previous practice, he expects his glaſs 
ſhould regulate his a&ton, he begins at the 
wrong end, and will perplex and over- 
charge his memory. For, what a multitude 
of errors, in his /ook, and geſture, muſt he, 
firſt, diſcover, there, and tediouſly waſte 
time, in ſtudying how to remedy, before 
he can go on, to add the ornaments, where 
the main building is not perfected ! Ima- 
gine, he would paint /oy, naturally, and 
that he has not yet conceived the ſummary 
method, he ſhould ftrike it out by : In this 

caſe, perhaps, his glaſs reflects a brow looſe 

bent, or cloudy) —— his neck pendently re- 
| lapſed — his breaſt not gracefully thrown 
backward, and elate -—- perhaps an arm 
ſwings languid, or hangs motionleſs -—- 
his backbone, probably, i is unerect, or ſpring- 
Jeſs - and his joints not braced, nor ſwel- 
ling out their fnews, to a full extent 
His glaſs may ſhew him Zheſe, and many 
other ſpiritleſs deficiencies, which will in- 

ſtruct his ge, that he has none of /oy's im- 
| preſſions. 
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preſſions. Nay, his very ear, without a 
glaſs's help, would tell him zhar, ſtill more 
effectually; for, let him go about to ſpeak 
under ſuch ſlack propenſion, he would find 
that, tho' his voice was raiſed, it could not 
carry with it any found of joy ; — not tho' 
the ſenſe of what he ſpoke, were rapture. 
In defiance of ftrained lungs, his tone would 
be a mournful one, and not expreſs one note 
of ſprighthineſs. And thro' how dark, and 
intricate a labyrinth, muſt he ſhift /ooks and 
tones, and poſtures, till his eyes, and ears, are 
ſatisfied ! 


WaHEREAas, had he attain'd (before) a ge- 
neral readineſs, at marking paſſions, as par- 
ticulariz'd in the compendium, what an eaſy, 
momentary Halit, had delivered him, from 
all this /abour ! he had only ſmiled, with an 
exalted eyebrow, nerving at the ſame time, 
all his joints, — and he had, in an inſtant, 
hit the picture, and the ſound, at once, pe- 
culiar to the paſſion, he deſigned to imitate. 
His forehead had been ſmooth and oben; — 
his eye pleaſed, and ſparkling — his neck 
raiſed, yet turning eaſily, without the ſmalleſt | 

 fiiffneſs, tho' ſo ſtretched, as if it added to 
his ature. His breaſt, too, had been infla- 
ted, and majeſtically backened — His back- 


bone 
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bone erect — and all his joints, of arms, 
wriſts, fingers, hips, knees, ancles, high- 
ſtrung, and braced, boldly — Had he made 
a ſtep, in this poſition, it had been, as if he 
trod on air; had he, ſo, tried to ſpeak, true 
joy, in all its mufick, would have lent a melody, 


to every accent. It is not poſſible, indeed, 


it ſhould be otherwiſe ; for, having copied 
the propriety of nature's own impreſſions, 
nature, when art imitates her, rightly makes 
ſuch art ſeem natural; to the infamy of acłors, 
whom you have the pain of hearing, but too 


often : Men, who, with a glib, round, roll- 


ing, emptineſs-—-a leſſon-like, unfeeling 
volubility of circulation without cadence, troll 
away (ſelf-ſfatisfied) from one o'erleaped 
diſtinction to another ; comprehending no 


properties, of thought, or look, or muſcle ; 


and fo vociferating only, where they think 
they ſpeak, are never moved, themſelves, 


and, conſequently, can never Zouch others. 


But they fancy, they acquit themſelves, 


beyond exception, if they hurry out a lite- 


ral, cold, unanimated, ſenſe alone; and leave, 
behind, all ſp:rz7, in a writer. 


Bor excluſive of the few day's practice, 
during which (at firſt) the habiz, once for 


all, is gained compleatly, of adapting brow, 


and 
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and muſcle in a moment, glaſſes have no 
further uſe, to ſkilful actors: For in na- 
tural conſequence of an impreſſion, muſ- 
cular and mental, every attitude, that offers, 
cannot fail to be a proper one ; and thoſe, 
that beſt become the paſſion, aim'd at, will 
ariſe ſpontaneouſly ; as faſt as they are 
wanted; juſt as words inveſt ideas; more, 
or leſs, indeed, expreſſively, as the concep- 
tion of their utterer, is a clear, or a con- 
fuſed one. 


Bur the only certain advantageous uſe 
of the compendium, for an art of picturing the 
paſſions, to ſo ſupreme a maſter of that art, 
as you already are, is in a way, to eaſe 
your fludy; by a courſe of memorandum fir 
gures, referential to a note book, proper to 
each part, of conſequence. And marked 
with all its paſſions, and apt hints, of ſtriking | 
opportunities, for attitude. , 


Tat misfortune of it is, that celebrated 
actors, whom the public eagerneſs allows 
ſmall leiſure to, will find themſelves (as 
plays, in general, go) much more put to it, 
to meet paſſions, than to repreſent 'em : For 
in many writers, there are, really nane at all; 


. and few (even where they are) except your 
Shake- 
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Shakeſpear, mark em, ſo as to be ſimple, 
and diſtinguiſhable : Nay ſometimes, in im, 
too, they change rapidly, and lie cloſe-preſ- 
ſed together ; and ſometimes again, divided 
by unactive lengths of opical reflection, and 
declamatory muſings; which (though moſh, 
of em inimitably fine) are not to be ex- 
preſſed by, or included within, any of the 
paſſions, marked in the compendium. Yet, re- 
quire to be ruck out, upon both eye and 
ear, by certain apt, and animated paintings, 
elegant and graceful, tho' not paſſionate. 
So that, to /eparate, and note down, this va- 
riety of changes, where they are, or ſubſti- 
tute ſome ſcemings, to ſupply their abſence, 
where they are not, lays great weight upon 
the fudy of an able affor ; who diſdains, 
as you do, to ſkim ſurfaces. 


THERE are other paſſions, of a complex 
kind; which cannot be reckoned as 4ra- 
matic ones, and yet are to be repreſented, 
by ſubtracting from em. As, when you 
are painting Hope, you borrow half your co- 
louring, from oy; but take the other half, 
from grief, becauſe hope is not certainty ; 
tis mixed with doubt, and therefore, tho' it 
aſks. a ſmiling face, and elevation of the eye- 
brow, yet it leaves a kind of /anguid tone 


upon 
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upon the muſcles. There are twelve, or 
fifteen of theſe complex paſſions, which 1 
will d://1ngurſh in another letter. 


So that it would diſcharge your memory 
of a needleſs load, if, when you go about 
to ſtudy a new part, you make on purpoſe 
for it, a little ſeparate note book : Then, 
as faſt, as you diſcern the paſſions, on ex- 
amining the part, draw, under thoſe, you 
ſo diſcern, black lines, and red, alternatively, 
to preſerve each difference diftinf# (whe- 
ther dramatic paſſion, complex paſſion, to- 
pic, or reflection) and, in the ſame ink, mark 
the margin, with a fingle figure, one, two, 
three, four, and ſo on, in ſucceſſive order. 
Each ſuch fgure but referring to its expla- 
nation, in the note book; where, at the 
ſame mark, inſert what paſſion, grace, or 
elegance it is; and add all proper memo- 
randum's on the attitudes, reſts, breaks of 
voice, and other beauties, which concern the 
force you propoſe to expreſs it with ; and 
which you would make eaſy to recur to, 
againſt any future call, for the fame repre- 
ſentation. 


WImxNEV ER, too exceſſively fatigued, you 


can't allow nt the neceſſary time, for 
ſuch 
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ſuch a poring application, always pleaſe to 
recollect, that I am idler; and command 
me. with the abſolute poteer, that /ove; and 
admiration have made Yours. For, I ſhall 
never think myſelf more plaſingly employ- 
ed, than when I execute your orders. 


Lr me now, leſt I forget it, add a note, 
which our late peace with France, has made 
4 timely one. 


Ir ever any painter, flatuary or engraver, 
in the world, had ſuch creative power, 
as one Iife-pointer has, whom nature lodged 
in Mr. GaRRICK's fancy, tis in France, he 
muſt be looked for. They have theif innu- 
merable prints ; all filled in maſterly per- 
fection, with whatever is, or was, moſt 


celebrated, in the hiftory-pieces, and fine 


Natues, of antiquity. And a well-choſen 


collection, from the beſt of theſe, would 
furniſh infinite ſupply of hints, to ſo compleat 
a judge of attitudes, as | here, wiſh em view- 
ed by. I fay hints, becauſe, in many of 
the very fine/t of em all, there are ds, 
which you could rectify. For you will ſee, 
with pleaſure, they grew chiefly (as I every 
where obſerved, in {aly) from ſome un- 
nerved remiſſneſs, in the joints, that lamed 

Ee the 
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the purpoſed animation, in the poſture ; and 
you cannot fail to draw a proof from that 
remark, how much the painters may im- 
prove, by copying Mr. Garrick, and what 


little room there is, for his 1 Improving, by 
the agate 


My head, and fingers, at this inſtant, have 
too much of ſuch a /anguor, as thoſe pain- 
ters lamed their purpoſe by; or, I had 
made this letter a ſtill Hunger one. You'll 
ſmile, perhaps, at the ſenſe of your eſcape, 
and cry, tis long enough already. — Take 
it as it zs, dear Sir, tis from the heart 


of, 


Your moſt faithful Servant, 


A, HIEL. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS 387 


To Mr. MALLET. 


Aug. 25, 1749. 
DEAR SIR, 
OR a long time, I have been incapa- 
ble of thanking you, for your kind in- 
vitation to Putney, where, (if I get ſpirits) 
I am now aſpiring to enjoy a few days of | q 
next week. In truth, if I had been a pa- | 
:jt, I could claim beatitude, in right of ha- | 
ving paſſed through purgatory. I only wiſh, | 
it had been as ideal, as the Roman one. My | 
days and nights have been conſumed, in 
un-remitting torture, during which, having, 
to very little purpoſe, trod, and re-trod, all 
the maze of phyſical impertinence, I paſſed 
my time in practice of a new kind of dumb 
poetry, which had only meaſure, without 
meaning, and yet moved the faſſions, beyond 
any thing in Shakeſpear. For either on the 
bed, or in it, I had no employment, but to 
turn myſelf half round, and then roll back 
again, like the cadence of a verſe, in the 
French Tragedies. 


I am glad to hear, that you have Mr. 
Garrick, for your neighbour, and that you 
| . | Cc2 are 
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are both ſo charmed with his late choice: 
I was convinced, though I have never ſeen 


the lady, ſhe deſerved what you ſo warmly 
have aſcribed to her; for Mr. Garrick's 


genius is too ſearching, to have aimed at 
ſuch a mark, as happineſs, in matrimony, 
and not hit nearly. Yet, of all the. parts, 
wherein he ſhines, I own, that this was. 
one, I did not think, he had been ſtudying; 
but dare anſwer for him, now he has got it 
by heart, he will go through it, with the 
amiableneſs, ſo natural to him. 


I wisn I could find any words of force 


enough, to ſhow your lover, and her moſt 
beloved, with how ſincere, and ardent a 
reſpect, I am, 


Their moſt obliged, 
And faithful Servant, 


A. Hirr, 
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To Mr. GAR RICE. 


Aug. 28, 1749. 


1 THINK, dear Sir, my /a/# was near a 
month ago, ever ſince which, my cruel 
pains have been ſo violent, and unremitting, 
as to rob me of the power of paſſing a few 
days, at Putney, tho' provoked by my dear 
friend Mr. Mallet's information, that yor 
are his neighbour, and had been ſo good 
to purpoſe dining with us, there, ſome day 
when he could tell you, I was with him. 
Againſt this week, I had begun to hope for 
ſpirits, to have got that length, but am pre- 
vented now, till Mr. Mallet's return from a 
ſhort journey into Hampſbire. 


LET me boaſt it as a proof, that your 
idea can give pleaſure, that ſurmounts the 
ſenſe of pain, that never man was under 
ſparper, than I ſuffered, while I wrote the 
new ſcene for Eumenes. I was forced 
to fill your ſpeech upon the altar, with as 
great a weight of ſentiment, as I had power 
to reach, becauſe the ſpirit, the ſurpriſe, 


Cc3 and 
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and dignity of attitude, wherewith you will 
be ſeen, ſo ſuddenly, and in the inſtant of 
ſo ſtrong an act of friumpb, muſt alarm an 
expectation in the audience, that will a- 
oro every word, you utter, in ſo promiſing a 


poſture. 


IT is a writer's happineſs, to 7hink for 
one, who ſpeaks, as you do! If his words 
have meaning, you enforce, and make it 
Pierce: and, if they want it, you ſupply. 
its ſeeming. Dear Sir, live long! and every 
day more 14 0 (Ineed not fay more /oved) 


than other! I am, 
Your moſt faithful, 


And affeftionate humble Servant, 


A, HILI. 
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PLAN, for 2 Onnna, to be call'd, 


HENGIST and Horsa. 
O R, 


The Origin of ENGLAND. 


. 


BACK SCENE. 
The proſpect of a rolling ſea. 


"SIDE SCENE. 

The gate of a caſtle, and part of the walls 
on the left, ſuppos'd to be Hengiſt's fir/t fla- 
tion, in Kent; and, on the right, ſea-cliffs, 
à mountainous coaſt, with a beacon on the bigh- 


eft part. 


RINCE Catigern, the brother of Vor- 
tigern, king of Britain, attended by a 
guard of Britiſb ſoldiers, orders a trumpet 
to ſummon the caſtle, and demands a con- 
ference, with Vortigern. 


* 


Tre king comes out, and reproves his 
brother for not entering, like a friend, the 


C 4 caſtle 
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caſtle of their deliverer, Hengiſt: Catigern 
orders his ſoldiers to retire, and deſires the 
king to do the ſame; that he may commu- 
nicate a private intelligence, of the utmoſt 
conſequence, to the kingdom. 


Wur the guards are retir'd, Catigern 
reproaches the king, with the blindneſs of 
his attachment to foreigners; repreſents 
the Saxons as men, deſigning the conqueſt 
of Britain, under ſhadow of defending it 
from the invaſions of the Picts, and urges 
the king to put himſelf at the head of his 


troops, and aſſert the honour and intereſt 
of his country. 


Tur king expreſſes indignation at his 
brother's propoſal, who wou'd reward with 
ſo baſe an ingratitude the high merit, and 
courage of Hengiſt, who came over, invi- 
ted, to lend his affiſtance, againſt thoſe 
Pifts, whom the Britons had hardly been 
able to reſiſt, even under protection of the 
unconquerable Romans : But after their de- 
parture, the miraculous wall, that divided 
the kingdom, from fea to ſea, had been too 
weak to prevent the incurſions and devaſta- 
tions of this inſolent enemy! whom, yet, 
the noble Hengiſt, at the head of his auxi- 
liary 
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liary Saxons, had overthrown, and driven 
back, at the firſt encounter. — And ſhall 
a king, ſo ſav d! ſo oblig'd! fo protected! 
repay his redeemer, juſt return'd from the 
triumph, with deſertion and treachery ? 


CATIGERN accuſes the king, of other 
leſs generous motives, for his partiality to 
the Saxons ; and inſtances his love for Ma- 
tilda, the daughter of Hengift. — For this, 
he forſakes the camp of his ſubjects; for 
this, he ſhuts his eyes againſt their intended 
encroachments ; for this, he broke his vow 
of marriage to Godiva, the daughter of 
Merlin, whoſe magical power was ſtronger 
than a thouſand confederate armies ; for 
this, he remains inſenſible of his country's 
danger, even at this moment, when the 
| ſeas are darken'd with the appearance of a 
new fleet of theſe mercenaries; who not 
coming with the knowledge, or at the de- 
fire of the Britons, it is evident, they have 
no other intention, than to conquer and 
enſlave them. 


Tux king, ſhook by theſe arguments, 
appears inclin'd to change meaſures, but 
objects the Saxon ſuperiority, in arms, and 

Suk. the 
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the danger, that muſt attend their reſent- 


ment, ſhou'd they find themſelves ſuſpeck· 
ed, and forſaken. 


 CAarT1GERN, in anſwer, informs him, 
that the powerful Merlin, provok'd by the 
diſgrace of his daughter, had forſaken his 
enchanted retirement, at Caermarden ; and 
was come to the Britiſb camp, to inflame 
their revenge, and excite among them a 
ſpirit of rebellion : Adding, that it was, 
yet, in the king's choice, to preſerve in his 
own intereſt, this magician's irreſiſtible 
aid, by doing but bare juſtice to the in- 
jur'd Godiva, whoſe tenderneſs, love, de- 
ſpair, and retreat from the world, for Vor- 
 tigern's ſake, he deſcribes with all the art 
and addreſs, proper to the occaſion. 


Tun king, touch'd by a grateful reflec- 
tion, on the Lady's ſufferings, feels a re- 
turn of his former regard for her; and 
propoſes an interview with her father. 


Juſt then, there ariſes to ſoft muſick, a 


ſtately triumphal arch, inſcrib'd in letters 
of gold, 


To 
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To the memory of immortal 
VORTIGE N, 
Who taught his Country the Courage, 
Alt once, to conquer their Enemies, 


And deſpiſe their falſe Friend's Aſſiſtance. 


DukiINd their aſtoniſhment, at the ſud- 
den appearance of this arch, it vaniſhes, 
in opening, and leaves Merlin in its place; 
between whom, and the king, a reſolution 
is taken for deſerting the Saxons, and a 
marriage with Godiva. 


THe king expreſſes his concern, that ſhe 
is ſo remote, as the weſtern ſhore of Wales: 
Upon which Merlin invokes affiſtance of 
his ſpirits, and ſhe deſcends to them, in a 
chariot, ſupported by the four winds, and 
ſurrounded by Cupids with garlands, 


AFTER a ſcene of amorous reproaches, 
and mutual reconcilement, between the 
two lovers, the king commands Catigern to 
march, at the head of the Britons, to the 
caſtle, and demand audience; at which 
time he promiſes to join them, and depart 
from ai, and the Saxons, — Then the 

Britons 
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Britons return to their camp, and their 


king into the caſtle. 


Bur, as he is about to enter, he is met 
by Hengiſt, coming, guarded, thro' the 
gate, to a triumphant flouriſh of trumpets. 
Hengiß informs the king, that a fleet, with 
ten thouſand auxiliary Saxons, all deyoted to 
the ſervice of Britain, is now come in 
ſight : — And, during this declaration, the 
beacon flames out upon the hills; and im- 
mediately, from the let of the ſea proſpect, 
the Saxon fleet appears, and fails croſs, to 
the right, behind the cliffs, continuing to 
do ſo, till the end of this firſt act. 


VoRTIGERN expreſſing his jealouſy to 
Hengiſt, brings on a warm ſcene of expoſtu- 
lation, in which Hengiſt being charg'd wih 
ſending back his daughter, upon the king's 
diſcovery of his love, excuſes it from the 
rumour of the contract with God. va; but, 
informs him, that having ſince receiv'd 
proofs of the fincerity of his attachment, 
ſhe was returning, in this fleet, under guard 
of Horſa his brother ; diſpos'd to hear, 
with due reſpect, the honour he propos d 
her. 


MEAN 


ORIGINAL LETTBRS. 297 


MEAN while, the Saxon army is ſuppos'd 
to be landing behind the cliffs, and comes 
down from them, by two or three wind- 
ing roads ;. marching croſs the ſtage, in 
form'd companies, headed, and brought 
up by their officers, with the white horſe, 
in the enſigns of the ſeveral diviſions: And 
entring the caſtle, under the arch of the 
gateway. 


' AFTER one or two companies have 
paſs'd, Enter Horſa, leading Matilda —— 
She is receiv'd with tranſport; by the king, 
who leads her into the caſtle, after a warm 
and amorous conference between them; 
and ſo the firſt act cloſes: The ſhips ſail- 
ing on, in their line, all this while; and 
the troops continuing their march, with- 
out intermiſſion. 


End ef the Fit Ad. 
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Scent. A tower of the Saxon caſtle, with 


an oblique part of the wall on both fades ; 
guarded by Saxon ſoldiers, behind the bat- 


tlements. 


AT1GERN and M&RLIN, below, at the 
head of the Britons, demand audience 
of their King. 


VoRTIGERN appears, over the tower, 


and commands them to return to their 
camp, and wait his further orders. 


' Upon their defiring to know the cauſe of 


this ſudden change of his ſentiments, he 


ſteps back, and leads Matilda up to the bat- 
tlements, who inſults Merlin, and expreſſes 
a diſdainful defire to ſee Godiva, that ſhe 
might judge of the power of thoſe charms, 
which had render'd her ſo formidable a 


rival. 


Gopiva appears, immediately, at her fa- 
ther's call; and treats the king with con- 
tempt, 
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tempt, and Matilda with anger; invoking. 
the vengeance of Merlin, on ſo repeated a 
diſhonour. 


MATILDA, in ſcorn, joins her prayer, that 
the father's art may diſplay itſelf, in aid 
of the daughter's influence: upon which 
Merlin, provok'd, waves his wand, and 
ſings an air of incantation : At the end of 
which, both ſides of the wall fall down, 
with a terrible noiſe, and duſt; and the ſol- 
diers, from the battlements, tumble among 
the ruins : leaving the tower, only, ſtand- 
ing, with the King and Matilda, upon it, 
cut off from the reſt of the caſtle. 


Tae King, in great ſurpriſe, and terror, 


for Matilda; tries, in vain, the effects of 


threat'nings, and perſuaſion. Merlin will 
be appeas'd on no condition, but Matilda's 
renouncing the King; which ſhe refuſes, 
with great ſpirit, and renews her de- 
fiance. 


MxRkILIN, at a new incantation, cauſes 
the tower to be ſwallow'd up, by the earth; 
and the King, and Matilda, are taken pri- 


ſoners, as they fink, by ſome of the Britiſb 


ſoldiers, 
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ſoldiers, at the command of Prince Catr- 
gern; and guarded off, in triumph, being 
follow'd by Godiva, into whoſe cuſtody they 
are given. 


AN alarm within the caſtle. Hengs/f and 
Horſa, at the head of the Saxons, appear, 
fo make good „ and revenge the 
loſs of Merilda. 


MzrxLin infults them, and threat'ning 
to drown them, in their caſtle, commands 
the ſea to flow in, over their bulwarks : 
which riſes accordingly, and begins to pour 
down, in a raptd torrent. 


HtnG1sT invokes Thur, againſt this ſuper- 
natural war of magick, and prays, that the 
author of this quarrel, may be deliver'd 
into his hands, making a folemn oath, that 
he will ſacrifice him, on Thor's altar: and 
appealing to heaven in witneſs, tliat he, no 
way, deſerv'd this ingratitude, at the hands 
of the Britons : concluding with a prayer, 
that, if he is guilty, the Gods will abandon 
him: but, if innocent, that they will aſſert 
their own juſtice, and deliver him, by ſome 

token 
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token of their favour, from the effect of 


Merlin's enchantment. 


IMMEDIATELY upon Hengiſt's rifing 


from this prayer, a peal of thunder is heard 


above: And a pier, of ſtone-work, ariſes, 
againſt the torrent, and ſtops, and repels, 
the ocean. | 


MERLIN is under aſtoniſhment, to find 


the fortune of Hengift ſupported, by ſome 


power, ſuperior to his own, and retires, to 


learn the cauſe, why his ſpirits have forſa- 


ken him. Upon his departure, the Britons 
fly, purſued up the hills by the Saxons; 
ſome of whom, in conjunction with Hen- 
gift and Horſa, take prince Catigern pri- 
ſoner, who diſdaining to fly, with his Bri- 
tons, had turn'd upon the enemy. — The 
Saxons re-enter their caſtle, retreat being 


ſounded. 


Tux ſcene changes to a pavilion, in the 
camp of the Britons. — Matilda, and 


Vortigern, A ſcene of ſorrow, and con- 


dolement. 


ENTER, to them, Godiva, with a dagger, 


and threatens death, in revenge, to her ri- 
Vor 90 Val. 
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val. — This ſcene repreſents a great variety 
of the paſſions. — Terror, and conſterna- 
tion, in Matilda. — Deſpair, rage, jealouſy, 
and revenge, in Godiva. — And diſdain, 
impatience, anguiſh, entreaty, and amaze- 
ment, in King Vort:gern. | 


In the heat of this paſſionate ſcene, 
Merlin enters, in confuſion : commands his 
daughter to hold her hand, and reports the 
over-throw of the Britons ; the captivity of 
prince Catigern; and the triumph of ſome 


heavenly aſſiſtance, ever his art, in favour of 
the Saxon general. 


Arx the deſire of his daughter, he raiſes 
a ſpirit; who foretels the decreed ſucceſs 
of Hengift ; from whom ſhou'd begin a new 
Era, and whoſe poſterity, to the end of 
time, ſhould give Kings to the iſland, toge- 
ther with a new name, new laws, and a 
new language. — That it ſhall become the 
| bleſſing of Britain, to unite her blood, and 
her power, and looſing all diſtinction, be- 


come knit into one glorious people, Pi, 
Britons, and Saxons. 


MERLIN, 
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MERLI1N, inſpir'd, at once, with a pro- 
phetick diſcernment, of futurity, appears 
elevated into rapture : And informs Vorti- 
gern, that the Saxons are preparing to ſacri- 
fice the prince, his brother, to their idols : 
which, in order to prevent, he will imme- 

diately convey himſelf, the King, Matilda, 
and Godiva, into their holy grove; where 
they wou'd remain inviſible, till a proper 
juncture for diſclofing themſelves. 


He comforts them, and raiſes (to a ſong 

of incantation) a pavillion of moving clouds, 

which covers them all, and carries them 
away, together. 
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ACT III. 


3 E Sctne of a grove, ſacred to 
Thor, Woden, Tuiſco, the Sun, the 


Moon, Feater, and Friga. — The A 
chief idols of the Saxons. — Each idol, 

the proper figure, and attitude, with > Bir 
altars before them, and flames burning up- 
on them. — The time, night. The moon 


| clear, and the ſtars * in the firma- 
ment. 


ENTER, to the ſound of dead, mournful 
muſick, the arch-flamen, prieſts, Hengiſt, 
Hor/ſa, and guards, bringing prince Catigern, 
bound, to the altar of Ther, in order to be 
facrific'd. — A pompous ſcene of prepara- 
tives, and a prayer of Hengiſt, to be abſolv'd 
from his vow, leſt his daughter might un- 


dergo the revenge of the Britons, for the 
death of prince Catigern. 


- Horsa encourages the ſacrifice, and ex- 
preſſes contempt of the Briton's reſent- 
ment. — Merlin, kin 8 Vortigern, Matilda, 


and 
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and Godiva, are preſent during the ſcene, 
under a canopy of clouds, as ſuppos'd invi- 
fible to the Saxons. 
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Tak Arch-flamen places himſelf at the 
altar : and, as Catigern is led up betwixt 
_ two prieſts, to be ſacrific'd, ſinging before 
the altar, an air, in praiſe of the glory of 
men, who die for the good of their coun- 
try; Merlin waves his wand, and it thun- 
ders; and the moon, and ſtars, in the fir- 
mament, appear turn'd into blood : as are, [ 
alſo, thoſe, which ſurround the heads of | 
the idols. = 


HenG1sT empreſſes an awe, and receives 
this omen, as a ſignal, that the gods refuſe 
the victim: But Horſa, deſpiſing it, com- 
mands the prieſts to go on with the ſa- 1 
crifice. | 


MERLIN, again, waves his wand; and a | 
ſhower of blood pours down, and putting i 
out the fires, runs off in a large ſtream, | 
from every altar, 4 


The prieſts fly, fri ghted, to the ſides of 
the ſtage —And _—_ continuing reſolute, 
prince 
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prince Catigern reproaches him with the un- 
manly uſe he wou'd make of his fortune: 
and tells him how much braver it wou'd be, 
inſtead of oppoſing heaven, that delighted 
not in human ſacrifices, to reſtore him his 
ſword, and, in a ſingle combat, endeavour 


to execute the bloody purpoſe, he ſeem'd, 
ſo ſtrongly, to be bent upon. 


Hooks, taking fire at the propoſal, ac- 
cepts it, in tranſport, and propoſes to his 
brother, that the conditions of the duel be 
thus — If Catigern proves conqueror, then 
the Saxons ſhall depart from the iſland. — 

If Horſa proves victor, then Vortigern ſhall 
marry Matilia; and Hengift ſhall have the 
kingdom of Kent, in reward of his ſervices 
done the Britons. 


CATIGERN agrees, upon condition, that 
Vortigern ſhall ratify: and Hengiſt reſolves 
upon ſending a meſſenger, to know his 

reſolution. 


JusT then, Merlin diſſolving the clouds, 
they break out into ſight : And Vortigern, 
and Hengi/t, take an oath, and join hands, 
over 
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over the altar, to confirm the conditions 
of this duel. 


The two ladies lament; and are torn 


with the natural paſſions proper to the 
occaſion. | 


HEeNG1sT giving thanks to his gods, for 
the preſervation of his daughter, and the 
regard which they had ſhewn, for him, in 
the wonderful events of the day ; Merlin, 
with indignation, at a motion of his wand, 
ſinks the idols, in flaſhes of fire : and raiſes, 
in their places, St. Auſtin (the converter 
of the Saxons to chriſtianity) ſupporting 
the croſs, on the pedeſtal of Thor : and on 


every other, the figure of a friar, of the ſe- 
veral orders. 


H x, then, foretels, to Hengiſt, the events 

of futurity: And, behind a tranſparent 
ſcene, which aroſe, with the change juſt 
mention'd, ſhews the iſſue of the duel, the 
two princes, lying dead, and the ſoldiers 
erecting the Tumuli (yet viſible in Kent) to 
their memory. | 


THI1s 
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Tus being lamented by all, but the 
princes themſelves, who glory aud rejoice 
in their deſtiny. Merlin introduces the ſha- 
dow of his daughter Godiva, in the habit 
of a Nun, to point out the fate of a future 
life, which gives occaſion for two airs, 
between her and Matilda; the one of re- 
ſignation, the other of pity. 


MEeRLIN, after this, proceeds to open to 
Hengiſt, a ſcene of futurity, and ſhews him 
the gliding ſhadows of his poſterity ; and 
in clouds, which move with them, over their 
heads, appear painted the moſt remarkable 
events, which diſtinguiſh'd them. 


OvER the head of Ethelred, for example 
of Hengiſi's direct line, and the firſt chriſ- 
tian king of the Saxon race, in England, 


may be ſhadow'd, the arrival and reception 
of St. Auſtin. 


NexT, may appear the ſhadow of Egbert, 
who gave the name of England to the 
iſland, and united the ſeven kingdoms of 
the Saxon heptarchy. — He may be painted, 
receiving the homage of ſix proſtrate kings, 
three on each fide; and over his head, ſe- 


ven 
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ven crowns of a ſmaller ſize, ſurrounding 
one, larger. 


In like manner may be introduc'd the 
ſhadow of Wilkam the conqueror — Ri- 
chard the 1ſt —Edward the 3d —Henry the 
5th — Queen Elizabeth — and King Charles 
the 1ſt; each with emblems of their good 


or evil fate, painted in clouds, and moving 
with them, above their heads; and all ex- 


plain'd in a few words, by Merlin, as they 
are paſſing. During which, the whole 
preſence, kneel, attentive, and filent, in the | 
moſt ſolemn aſtoniſhment; none ſpeaking i 
but Merlin, who alone continues ſtanding, | 
and points with his wand to the ſhadows. | 
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Ar laſt, Hengiſt burſts into a pathetic 
complaint, that the honour of giving kings 
an eſtabliſhment to an ifland, decreed to 
be ſo glorious and powerful, ſeems overba- 
lanc'd by the miſery he ſaw in ſtore, for 
ſome of the princes of his poſterity ; and 
for the people, whom they were to govern. 


MERL1iN bids him be of comfort, and | 
informs him, that there ſhall, at laſt, after | | 
twice ſeven hundred years, of various fate, q 

have roll'd themſelves away, ariſe a family | 


of 
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of kings, his deſcendants, to remove all 
cauſe of miſery, and bleſs this kingdom to 
the end of time, with peace, arts, arms, and 


an undying harmony, and balance between 
power and liberty. — He adds, that he is 


allow'd to diſcloſe no more, but bids him 
gather, from their forms, the bleſſings they 
will be born to ſcatter. 


Wulrx he is ſpeaking theſe laſt words, 
the back ſcene breaks away, and diſcovers, 
in effigy (as lately done to a great perfec- 
tion) the whole preſent Royal Family, 
ſurrounded above, with angels, ſmiling, 


and pointing thro' clouds; from the midſt 


of which a beam of light ſhoots down, 
over the head of the king, in the centre. 


AFTER this, ſomething, ſignificant, being 
ſaid by every character, the chorus cloſes 


the opera, with a moral advice; not to diſ- 


truſt, or complain of our fortune, but truſt 

heaven for events. In which caſe there 

will, at laſt, ariſe pt to overbalance 
— a 


** 

3 
* 

5 

* 

KO. j 


CON T EN T S 


OF THE 


FIRST VOLUME. | 


Page 
O Lord Peterborough I : | 
To the Earl of Oxford 3 
To the ſame 7 | 
To an unknown Lord 9 þ 
To a Lady in Diſtreſs I9 |; 
To Doctor George Sewell, M. D. 21 | 
To a female Friend 33 | 
To Mr. Rich 36 1 
To 4 Lady 5h 
To a Lady with the Paraphraſe on the 104. j 
Pſalm encloſed 46 q 
From the Golden Groves of Abernethy 47 = 
From the ſame Place GO . | 
From Dundee W_— | 
To Mr. Pope 33 
From Mr. Pope, to Aaron Hill, 2%; 56 | 
To Mr. Pope 59 | 
From Mr. Pope, to Aaron Hill, E/; 66 j 
From the ſame, to the ſame 68 I 
To Mr. Pope | T5 ; 
From Mr. Pope, to Aaron Hill Eq, 80 9 
From the ſame, to the ſame, | 81 | 
From the ſame, to the ſame 83 1 
To Mr. Mallet 84 a 
To the ſame "= | 
To the ſame 92 | 
To the ſame p | 95 | 
To the ſame 97 ] 
To a Lady © | . 101 
To Lord Tyrconnel = 167 


CONTENTS of the FIRST Voruux. 


To Sir Robert Walpole 
To Mr. Mallet 

To an Author 

To another Friend 

To Mr. Pope 

To Mr. Wilks 

To the ſame 

To the ſame 

To a Friend 

To Mrs. Lowthe 

To Mr. Pope 

To Mr, Mallet 

To Mr. Wilks 

To the ſame 

To Mr. Pope 

To the Counteſs of Suffolk 
To My. Wilks 

To Lord Tyrconnel 

To Mr. Dodington 

To Arthur Onſlow, E/; 
To Sir Paul Methuen 
To Lord Tyrconnel 

To Mr. Pope | 
From Mr. Pope to Aaron Hill, E/; 
To Mr, Pope 

Fo a Friend, 

To another 

To Mr. Handel 

. To Mr. Booth 

To the ſame 

To Mr. Pope 

To the ſame 

To Mr. Highmore 
To Mr. B 
Te My. Pope 


Page 


105 
IIO 


We 4 


114 
118 


122 
124 
126 
129 
132 
133 


136 


140 
142 
145 
148 
149 
153 
154 
155 
157 
158 
159 
162 
165 
169 
170 


174 


176 
179 
185 
187 
188 
194 
197 

To 


. - * a * * . 
e e 8 


i. 
"5 


* 
5 
5 


DAR 4} oe bt hdr de Rtied p E 


CONTENTS of the FIRST Vorums 


Page 

To a Lady 199 
To a Friend 207 
To a Lady 210 
To a Friend 213 
To the ſame 216 
To an Atireſs 220 
To Mr. B= — 222 
To an Aclor 225 
To another 228 
To a Friend 231 
To Lord Bolingbroke 235 
To Mr. Pope 237 
To Mr. James Thompſon 241 
To an Atreſs 243 
To Mr. Thompſon 247 
To Lady Walpole 251 
To the ſame Lady 255 
To an Author 266 
To the Hon. Mrs. Devereux at the Bath 269 
To an Aclor 272 
To Mr. Thompſon 277 
To the ſame 283 
To Henry Fielding, Z/q; 287 
120 6 Lady 291 
To a Friend 292 
To another 297 
To another 300 
To another 393 
To another 307 
To Mr. Thompſon 310 
To M. de Voltaire 320 


| 
j 
| 


r — 
1 
f 


CONTENTS 


SECOND VOLUME. 


O Lord Bolingbroke 
From Ld. Bolingbroke to Aaron Hill, Eſq. 1 , 


_ To Lord Bolingbroke I9 

To Mr. Pope 23 
To the ſame 28 
To the ſame As, | 3 
To the ſame 34 
To the ſame 98 
To the ſame | 41 
To the ſame 53 
To Mr. Mallet 56 
To Mr. Pope 60 
To Mr. Mallet 63 
To Mr. Pope 65 
To the ſame 67 
To a Lady wo 70 
To Mr. Popple 73 
To the ſame 76 
To the ſame 78 
To Sir Robert Walpole | 86 
To Mr. Popple. 93 
Ta {008 [ame + <0 
To the ſame 5 105 
To the Editor of Pamela 114 
To Mr. Popple 120 
To the Editor of Pamela 128 
To the ſame 131 
.To Mr. Popple 133 
To a Friend | 140 


To Mr. Mallet 145 


8 
* 
1 
* 
. 
* 
0 
* 
"-_ 
£ 
1 
— 


0 
ö 
＋ 
4 
by 
X 
7 
* 
x 
- 
2 
£ 
* 1 5 


CONTENTS of the SECOND Vorums. 
To the ſame 


147 

To the ſame 152 
To the ſame 156 
To Mr. —— 161 
To Mr. R-— 167 
To Mr, —— 170 
To Mr. Mallet 171 
To a Lord of the Admiralty 188 
To Mr. Popple 199 
To Mr. John Atkins 201 
To Mr. Rich 202 
To Mr. Mallet 205 
To the ſame 210 
To the ſame 216 
To the ſame 223 
To a Lady 226 


To Mr. Mallet 228 


To Lord Carteret, with a Poem call'd the Impar- 
tial 


231 
To Mr. Mallet 233 
To a Friend 235 
To another 239 

To H. Jernegan, Eq; 24% 
To Mr. Mallet 244. 

To Mr. C 246 
Mr. C——s Anſwer 248 
To Mr, C— 250 
To the ſame 252 
__——— 254 
To the ſame _ 258 
To Mr. Garrick 260- 
To Mr. Mallet 265 
To the ſame 244-08 
To Mr. Mallet 273 


To the Earl of Cheſterfield 274 
To Mr. Garrick | 276 
To my Lord Cheſterfield 279 
: To 


CONTENTS. of tbe SzconD Voruus:;. 


To my Lord Cheſterfield . 255 283 
From tbe Lord Cheſterfield, 4 Aaron Hill, Eyq; 
. 2 - +295 
To a Lady 2098 
To Mr. R—n | r 
the ſame 1 
the ſame 19 5 +13; 753: 208 
e i to, A07- 
Toa Lady CEE INES , \ > 
To Mr. Mallet 56 RS - 
To the ſame © 1 
To a Friend y | * 324 
. . To the Editor of Clariſſa n 
20 Mr. R-—n e eee 
To, Mr. Mallet NE : 336 
To. Mr. Garrick a 339 
To Mr. R—n 45h] 441 
To MSc 74 
To Mr. Mallet 346 
7 Mr. Garrick FFF 
To an Actor E vn 
To another 7.5 Wy” 
To Mr. Garrick | 23359 
To Mr. Mallet 367 
20 Mr. Garrick 368 
20 Mr. Mallet 370 
Jo a Friend . . 7 
To Mr. Garrick. . | 
To. the ſame „ 378 
To Mr. Mallet TY | 387 
To Mr. Garrick | 389 


Plan for an Opera, to be called: Hengiſt pa. 
HForſa 390 


f 4 * 4 * Er | 
* 1 hy TI db x15 4 . . OTE TS ITY — F , \ pi 5 r e r ** 3 S - 
* 2 GH. 0 l 24 ac! [IE —— 2 — as SA wc wa Ag Gees Lge; re ed, 4 66 #5 bigs; 54 0 n ez 2 TE ot 8 *T; "= * * * Ip [2 


